
From The President . . 

John Trax  (president@whatcomartguild.org)  

John Trax  

 As always, if you have suggestions or comments please feel free to send them to me. 

March 2023 

Happy March everyone! The days are getting longer and it is so wonderful 

to wake up to actual light outside instead of darkness. March is always an 

interesting month, an unsettled one or maybe undecided. It can be awful 

But, it is the beginning of Spring with the Spring equinox on Monday March 20th. And 

Spring means a new beginning. For gardeners hope springs eternal, no matter how bad 

your garden was last year you now have another opportunity to try again. For artists, I 

think the same. Let’s all take a look at some project that stalled last year and bring it 

back out into the Spring light. See if maybe this time, it will grow and flourish.  

I am now declaring Whatcom County to be a snow-free zone for the remainder of 2023. 

After the recent “snow disaster” that didn’t happen, I am simply going to ignore further 

weather predictions that include snow, at least until November. Feel free to join in or not.  

We are still looking for a Venues Chair for the WAG Board, someone to coordinate the 

various venue hangings we do, as well as look into finding additional locations that might 

be interested in having our member’s art hung on their walls. If interested, please contact 

Carrie Trax, our VP of marketing, at VPMarketing@whatcomartguild.org.  

Sales at the Art Market were again excellent in February, now two months in a row of 

great sales, despite the winter weather scares. If you are interested in showing at the 

market, I encourage you to put your name on the wait list. And remember WAM is the 

Bellingham Alive! Gold Winner for best art gallery!  

Our February member’s meeting included an interesting talk by two of our glass artists, 

Jen Korn and Patti Ramsey, and I’m looking forward to exploring glass art-something 

which I have no experience with.  



1103 11th Street, Bellingham                   (Fairhaven)   360 738-8564 

     
.  

We look forward to seeing you on your next visit to delightful Fairhaven.  

Open 7 days a week, 11am-6pm         

March at the Whatcom Art Market,  

March, dare we hope for a hint of Spring? Daffodils and tulips anyone? Our artists can bring you the 
sights, scents and colors of the new season in their one-of-a-kind creations of jewelry, glassware, 
caps, tote bags and purses, natural soaps and lotions, knitwear, silk scarves and woven pieces, 
paintings and photography, decorative dolls and gnomes and the best selection of greeting cards. 
        Come in to see the work of our weekly featured artists, and maybe meet up.   

     Website: www.whatcomartmarket.org.  

Facebook or Instagram to get regular updates on our artists and their work 
       (@WhatcomArtMarket).  

February 27-March 5: Sheila Steinborn - Impressionistic Painter in Acrylics and Oils. A Signature 
Member of the American Impressionist Society, Sheila captures the Pacific Northwest in brilliant 
acrylics and oils. Her works are displayed in local galleries and in private collections and galleries 
around the country. Sheila has an eye for the power and movement of her subjects which capture 
the viewer. See her work at https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/sheila-steinborn/ and   
https://www.sheilasteinborn.com/ and then come in to see for yourself.  

March 6-12: Belinda Botzong, Refind Creations. Belinda works in fabrics, paper, ink and acrylics, 
using many non-traditional touches in her creations. Who else paints with flower petals and other 
found media? Come see her beautiful works at the Market and find out more about her inspiring art 
classes, https://www.facebook.com/refindcreations33/ and https://refindcreations.com/.  

March 13-19: Thao Le – Ceramics. New to the Art Market, Thao Le’s pieces are beautifully rendered 
in unique designs and wonderful colors. Come in to see her one-of-a-kind pieces and maybe find the 
one you are looking for, for you or as a gift.  

March 20-26: Jeffery St. Rose - Cosmic Digital Art. Jeffery uses his digital artistry to capture the 
beauty of the cosmos in visual and musical artforms and delicate jewelry. View his art and learn     
about his creative process online at https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/jeffery-strose/ and 
https://azanon.com/. Visit his art at the Market and open up to a beautiful translation of the cosmic    
universe around us. Jeffery will be on-site Sunday March 26, 1-3pm for the Artist Meet and             
Greet-come find out more. 

March 27-April 2: Kathy Harvey - Acrylic and watercolor Paintings. Trained as a creator of murals, 
Kathy has translated her love of painting into capturing the beauty of her recent new home in the    
PNW and helping others to use painting as a link to relaxing and recovering their health. Kathy will      
be onsite, March 28, 4-6pm, demonstrating painting cards in watercolor, inspiring visitors to paint    
their own to take home. Samples of her work and background detail can be seen online at the Art    
Market website - https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/kathy-harvey/. 

Special Event: March 26 is “Meet and Greet Sunday” at the Art Market. A number of our artists        
will be on-site to introduce you to their art and maybe inspire you to explore your own creative ideas. 

http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/sheila-steinborn/
https://www.sheilasteinborn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/refindcreations33/
https://refindcreations.com/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/jeffery-strose/
https://azanon.com/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/kathy-harvey/


As VP of WAM I need your support at this meeting. 
 

 Please contact Peggy Alexander to confirm   
   acknowledgement of this announcement. 

Date:  Wednesday, March 15th mark your calendar 

Time:  6:30 PM 

Place:  Whatcom Art Market 

Attendees:   All WAM personnel 

Additional: Bring a folding chair as there are none      

   available at the WAM 

Non WAM members:  

 

ALSO:   If you have not received your 1099 (only due if you had sales over        

    $600 for the year) please let me know so I can check with our              
     bookkeeper. 

NOTE: if you are a member of WAG and want to be put on the wait list for entry into 
the WAM, please notify me, Peggy Alexander at WAMchairman2019@gmail.com, 
or Elvy Schmoker at bearartstudios@gmail.com.  We will contact you with the            
information needed to apply to the Whatcom Art Market. 

mailto:WAMchairman2019@gmail.com
mailto:bearartstudios@gmail.com


 

Over 40 members attended the February 27th General Meeting. This 
was a great turn out especially considering the snowy forecast.  

Pat Fisher, the new Programs Chair (left), introduced the program 
and gave an overview of the wonderful programs to come in 2023. 

Several visitors and new members introduced themselves while 
the new president, John Trax (left) directed the meeting.  

Peggy Alexander 
(left) gave an overview 
of the WAM news. 

 

 

Beth Roberson doing 
business (right) at the 
WAG DVD Library 

        February 27     th 

       Beth Roberson, Reporting 



 

WAG General Meeting 
        February 27     th 

       Beth Roberson, Reporting 

A very informative program was presented at 
the February general meeting on the subject  
of “the art of glass”.         

WAG member Jenn Korn (left) coordinated  
her presentation about the different ways to 
work with glass. She illustrated the ideas with    
samples of the Art Market glass artists.  

Patti Ramsey (right) spoke about 
her artistic journey using glass, and 
about how her techniques in glass 
art evolve as she continues in her 
art. 

        “The Art of Glass“ 



Your thoughts? Let me know. 

 

WAG 

Pat Fisher vpprograms@whatcomartguild.org 

The snow gods are smiling on us – we got through the January meeting without canceling 
and had a great February meeting between snow storms. We did it by the skin of our 
teeth – snow started falling a couple of hours after the meeting on February 27th! 

The meeting was well attended, a total of 35 with 6 guests and new members joining            
us – welcome all. We had fewer entries for our Artist of the Month (AOM) competition this 
month, so a little plug here. The AOM competition is your opportunity to win a spot in one of 
three venues around town for a month - Banner Bank, Colophon Café and our own co-op, 
Whatcom Art Market. This is an opportunity to show and sell – one meeting attendee let us 
know she has sold 3 times through winning and showing at the Banner Bank. Another benefit 
of being a part of our Guild! 

Our program at the February 27th meeting was the first of a new series showcasing different 
art mediums practiced by our members. Jenn Korn and Patti Ramsey presented a fun   
history and explanation of their glass artistry, bringing examples of their own glasswork and 
also showing art pieces created by Elvy Schmoker and Suzanne Perlmutter. All are Guild 
members, showing at WAM. If you missed the program, visit them at the co-op and learn 
more. Their work is exquisite. colorful, often exotic. There were lots of questions and lots of 
laughs. A fun evening – thank you Patti and Jenn.  

  1 or 2 sessions on specific art mediums 
  Panel session on ‘Expanding your Art business’ – May 
  Two Art Challenges – June and September 
  Guest Bellingham Artist – tba. 
  Setting up your Art as a Business – tba. 
  Gallery tour – tba.  

Upcoming PROGRAMS Calendar for the rest of the year?  

Next meeting? Monday, March 27th at 7pm, Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1720 Harris 
Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven).  See you there, bring your entry for Artist of the Month. 

Next group on the list? Possibly Jewelry – lots of members expressing interest-are you 
interested? Let me know.  

The Special Interest Groups (SIGs) continue. Acrylics and Watercolors are back in the 
swing after the Holiday break. The two new groups, Fiber Arts and Photography, now have 
6 members each signed up, and their first meetings will be held at the Art Market the week 
of March 6, each starting at 6:15 — Fiber Arts on Monday 6th, Photography on Tuesday 
7th. If you haven’t signed up yet and are interested, just email me, or turn up. The groups 
are free-form, totally run by those who join in - frequency of meetings, topics, location, 
guest presenters, organization -- all decided by group members, for the enjoyment of all. 



JANILLE DUTTON 
“Birch Glow”    
Acrylic Pour 
Venue: Banner Bank 

SHEILA STEINBERG 
“Weekend Getaway” 
Oil                               
Venue: Colophon 

ROBERT DODD 
“Tulum Taco Truck” 
Watercolor               
Venue: WAM              



Camille Brighten 

“Purple Mountain Majesty” 
Acrylic 
10″ x 20″  

Stephanie Strong 

“The Delightful Trickster” 
Silk Painting 
13″ x 12″  

Stephanie Strong 

“Island Sunset” 
Silk Painting 
16″ x 12″  

Jean Kinney 

“Adoration” 
Watercolor/Crackle Paste/
Gold Leaf 
14″ x 11″ 

Congratulations to the following WAG members who’s work was juried into The 
Jansen’s Winter Exhibit in Lynden, WA: Lisa AIKENHEAD, Camille BRIGHTEN, Barb 
CHANDLER,  Jean KINNEY,  and Stephanie STRONG. 

        The exhibit is on display until APRIL 7, 2023 and admission is free! 



Lisa Aikenhead 
“Where Birch and Bracken Sing and Sway” 
Photography 
25″ x 37″  

Barb Diltz Chandler 
“Threads and Blooms” 
Embroidery on Watercolor Print 
13″ x 13″ SOLD  

Barb Diltz Chandler 

“Self Portrait” 
Assemblage 
15″ x 16″  



Thursday, April 13 – Friday, July 7, 2023 

• Submission Deadline:  Monday, March 13 

• Jury decision notifications:  Tuesday, March 21 

• Art Delivery day:  Saturday, April 8 

Submission Guidelines 

• Artists may submit up to 5 pieces of their own original artwork. 
• Art forms accepted: painting, drawing, printmaking, photography, textiles, ceramics,    
     jewelry, glass, basketry, sculpture, mixed media and book arts. 

• The submission fee is $35.00 for up to 5 pieces. 
• Accepted artworks may be offered for sale, but are not required to be.     
• The commission split for exhibits at The J is 60% to the artist and 40% to The J. 

For more information go to  

The Juried Exhibits at “The J” rotate seasonally and show off the wide variety of      
artistic talent found right here in Whatcom County. Artists of all calibers and mediums 
are invited to submit up to five pieces for consideration by a jury made up of artists, 
curators, and other members of the regional arts community.  

Submit Your Art – Jansen Art Center  

https://www.jansenartcenter.org/submit-your-art/


“Gravity”    

“Little Squalicum”    

“San Juan Island Winter Series #2”    

Born in Oregon, I come from six generations of Whatcom County residents. I graduated from 
Sehome High School in Bellingham and became a licensed Journeyman Electrician.   

I grew up in the era of Eddie Van Halen, Def Leppard, and so many other great musicians 
during the 70’s and 80’s. I picked up a guitar at a young age and have played professionally 
and I’m also a singer-songwriter. My music is a great way to ease stress from everyday life. 

I’ve only been painting for three years and have 
not yet exhibited my art in public, but my goal is 
to paint every day and to share my art with the 
local community (and beyond) by joining the Art 
Market.  

When the pandemic began, my partner Brandy 
and I began looking for things to do while at home 
during lockdown. Brandy chose to learn watercolor 
because she’s always wanted to give painting a 
try, and I soon followed. I enjoy the process of   
creating, watching the interactions between water 
and paint, how paint reacts differently on various 
types of paper (cold-press vs rough), and seeing  
the different effects created with various brushes 
(round vs flat vs liner).  

Painting landscapes and seascapes always  
challenges me. And, trying to capture the lighting 
at sunrise or sunset, and how lighting interacts   
with clouds fascinates me. 

My other goal is to learn how to paint animals, 
specifically cats as we have two black rescue 
cats named Shadow and Luna which I would 
like to capture in watercolor. 

I am grateful to be part of WAG, and I look 
forward to all the new experiences to come. 



"Heavy Cloud, No Rain" 30”x48” Oil on canvas 

Born in Stafford, England, Andy Eccleshall moved to the United States  
in 1994 and travelled the country extensively during the first few years, 
eventually putting down roots in Edmonds, WA .  

Andy became fascinated by the enormous contrasts in the vistas across 

the country -- the beauty of the changing seasons against the never   

ending and ever changing landscapes.  

Andy Eccleshall



Andy’s paintings are Inspired by drama in nature and contrasts in light 
and form, and by atmosphere and the moods they create.  

"Calhoun Gold " 36”x53” Oil on canvas 

Andy Eccleshall



“ Multnomah"  24” x 18”  Oil on canvas 

Andy Eccleshall



WAG member Sierra James has shown her creative   

fluid acrylic art in Seattle, New York, and Timor-Leste.  

During March, the Black Fern in Bellingham will host    

Sierra’s first solo art exhibition.  



 

Beth Roberson, 
SIG Facilitator 

The watercolor SIG has completed   
a few more birds from the recent 
bird study meeting in January. Left 
is June Kiefer’s Hawaiian birds and 
right is Brenda Higgins Moberg’s 
eagle.  

The group has 9 members and is currently full. 

By Brandy White 

By Rachel Potter 

By Peggy Sullivan 

By Ann Davidson  

By June Kiefer 
By Brenda Higgins-Moberg  

The group will next meet on March 
23rd during which we will share   
painting ideas on the subject of   
       “dragonflies”.  

When the watercolor SIG met in February, they welcomed new members Brenda     
Higgins-Moberg (above-right) and Brandy White (below), and shared tips on painting 
landscapes. They also brushed up on their scenery painting skills-below.  
 



Belinda Botzong 

SIG Facilitator 

The Acrylics SIG finished up some collages when they met in February.  

refindcreations33@gmail.com  

During March the group will be meeting on the 
first and third Sunday at Black Fern Coffee Shop 
(Bellingham) from 2:30-4:30pm  



Real Togetherness 

Kim Snider recently joined the WAG and found a home when she 
joined the Acrylics Special Interest Group (SIG) last fall.   
     

Below is an excerpt from Kim’s blog about the “real togetherness” she 

Recently, I joined our local Art Guild (Whatcom Art Guild or WAG), and   
at our last meeting we had round table discussions. This is how it went:  

But wait, there’s more! 

As each person shared their work, the rest of us were encouraged to ask all kinds of 
questions, then we heard the answers in real time, with examples! It was so cool. At my   
table there were two watercolor artists, a wood artist, a person who makes lamps    
(interesting right?!), and a painter who uses acrylics. I left feeling invigorated!  I had found 
real people, with real life examples of their art right in front of me, who were willing to 
share  their process and answer questions right then and there. 

The gist of the acrylics SIG is that we take turns finding new    
projects to do together. At our last meeting the theme was a 
mixed media canvas with a focal piece (see examples on page7). 
Prior to the meeting, everybody had watched an on-line tutorial 
and then gathered their own supplies for the meeting. We all 
showed up with our boxes and bins of our bits and bobs that we 
needed. Nobody was ‘teaching’, we were just side by side working 
on art in our own way and it was magical! We chatted along,  
asking each other questions, sharing materials when needed,   
and getting feedback from each other.      
 This was real people making real art in real time together. GAME CHANGER! 

One person brought some handmade stencils she had made for the project, and another 
person brought some of the charred edges of a family Bible which she had included in many 
of her other pieces. And yet another person made a transparent black and white image of     
a photograph she had taken - etc, etc, etc.  I gained all kinds of knowledge watching each 
piece come together. I’m hooked and can’t wait until we gather together once again. 

The acrylics SIG meets on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of each month. For more  
information about this, or any other of WAG’s four SIGs, contact Joyce Norfolk, 
WAG newsletter editor at studiogals@aol.com. 

we numbered off from 1-5 and all the “ones” went to one table, all the “twos” to another table, 
etc. We then began taking turns sharing the kind of art we do and what our process was, and 
we then shared examples. 

Thus far, I had only been a student or a teacher of art, so this was an entirely new experience 
for me. Everyone’s piece was soooo very different! I learned about various materials and how 
they felt and looked on the canvas. You can’t get that on-line! 



WAG member Candice Christie is teaching an intro to Cold Wax 
and Oil on Saturday, March 11th from 12:30-3pm at the Black 
Fern Coffee Shop. The cost is $85 and there is a materials list 
which participants will need to bring. 

Participants are invited to join the monthly Cold Wax and Oil group which 
Candice has created. The group meets at various locations, including   
Black Fern, and out on Orcas Island where they’re hosted by one of the 
participants.             
        The cost to join this group is $25 per month.           

 

To learn more about the monthly Cold Wax and Oil group, contact Candice at 
 cmchristie@gmail.com or call Candice at 360 209-9961. 

Candice took her first oil and cold wax medium class eight 
years ago. Since then she has had several solo shows in 
this medium. 

Come join Candice for an introduction 
to this wonderful medium! 

     Register online at refindcreations.com 

You can view her beautiful work 
at CandiceChristie.com or on         
Instagram @candicechristieart.  

What do you get when you mix a buttery soft paste with 
a small amount of solvent and resin?  Cold wax which 
adds body, transparency and depth to oil paint and 
speeds up the drying time.  Add it to oil paint and it     
becomes workable, and oh so soothing to work with!  
    You’ll love this! 

http://refindcreations.com/
http://candicechristie.com/


Photographer Dave Lucas is a native of Washington and owner of 
“Gallery West” art gallery in historic Old Fairhaven since1973. 

I discovered Dave’s beautiful photography on Facebook’s “The Seeing 
Bellingham Group” which is where Dave posts various photos he’s taken 
in and around Whatcom County. 

David Lucas

The Twin Sisters 

The Red Freighter  photo by Dave Lucas 

Wanting to feature Dave’s work in an upcoming newsletter article, I reached out to him 
with hopes of obtaining permission to do just that. 

The following is a collaboration of some of Dave’s favorite photos, as well as a few of my 
own. 

https://whitney.org/


Bald Eagles coming in for a landing on 
a snag tree at Semiahmoo.  

David Lucas



“The above is a photo of Mount Shuksan. I drove to this site every day 
for five days in a row to capture this image, with no wind, in order to get 

this clear reflection of the mountain in the lake”.  

David Lucas



Conway Church and Tulips 

A 2-gigabyte image showing Mount Baker and the Twin Sisters. I stitched together                     
          40 individual images to come up with this wide panorama.  

David Lucas

https://whitney.org/


      “I discovered this idyllic scene located near Edison in Skagit Valley. I gave                                
 this photograph the look of a watercolor. Titled "The Green House". 

Patos Island Light House 

David Lucas



 Gallery West 

1300 12th street     

 Bellingham, WA 98225 

 Phone: 360 734-8414 

"All of Dave's images, plus more, are available, framed or unframed, at Gallery West 
in Fairhaven, at the corner of 12th and Harris”. 

David Lucas



           Five yards of Silverguard cloth for $100.00.     

      List price is $26.25 per yard plus shipping.  

This tarnish preventing cloth can be used for lining boxes and drawers, and for     

making jewelry pouches. 

 

Call Rick Bulman at 360 650-9691   

or email at 



-30- Seylah  

The 27th Annual Exhibition of Artists in Michigan Prisons, a project of the Prison 
Creative Arts Project at the University of Michigan, showcases the work of artists          
incarcerated in Michigan prisons.  The goal of the program is to instill hope and pride 
through the inmates art. 

The work is by men and women from all 25 state prisons in both the upper and the lower 
peninsulas: 24 men’s prisons and 1 women’s prison. This year there are 645 works in  
two and three dimensions, including portraits, tattoo imagery, landscapes, fantasy, and 
wildlife as well as images about incarceration and visions that are entirely new. 

All proceeds, from sales go directly to the artists who use the earnings to purchase art 

Daniel Teribery, Even in the Dark, There’s Beauty, Acrylic, 2021  


