
 

From The President . . . .   

John Trax  (president@whatcomartguild.org)  

John Trax  

hatcom rt uild 

Happy February everyone! Groundhog Day (Feb 2nd) is fast approaching as well as 
Valentine’s Day. And the days are getting longer! I know we have a long way to go to 
spring, but at least we are headed in the right direction. Having spent far too much 
time shoveling and plowing snow in December, January has been (so far) a pleasant 
surprise with cold, but not awful weather. Looking forward to hopefully a nice       
February as well.  

Your board has had one meeting so far in 2023, and I look forward to working with our board members 
all year. We are still looking for a Venues Chair, someone to coordinate the various venue hangings we 
do as well as look into finding additional locations that might be interested in having our members’ art 
hung on their walls. If interested, please contact Carrie Trax, our VP of Marketing, at                      
VPMarketing@whatcomartguild.org . 

I understand that sales at our Whatcom Art Market were phenomenal in January. I don’t have the full 
month totals as of this writing, but they are looking very good. We also have a nice wait list for artists 
wanting to show at the market. If you are interested in showing at the market, I encourage you to put 
your name on the wait list; Contact Peg Alexander at wamchairman2019@gmail.com.  And           
remember, WAM is the Bellingham Alive! Gold Winner for best art gallery!  

Attendance at our monthly meetings has slowly been creeping back up, and our January members’ 
meeting was the most heavily attended since COVID! The program was “share what you are working 
on” and as always that theme proved to be very successful. Artists talked and shared right up until 
closing time. We also had an exceptional number of new members and guests at this meeting. It was 
nice to meet some wonderful new artists, and to also meet some members who have not been to 
meetings for awhile. I know it can be difficult to attend meetings, especially when it is dark in the 
evenings, but if you are not coming, you are missing out on a lot of what this guild has to offer.  

We also had an overflowing number of entries in our Artist of The Month challenge - some from 
brand new members who brought work to share with us. Congrats to our winners!  

Another item that makes coming to meetings worthwhile is the WAG video library. For a small donation 
you can take home a video on any number of art topics and keep it for a full month. I don’t think enough 
members are aware of this valuable resource that is available to them.  

 As always, if you have suggestions or comments please feel free to send them to me. 



1103 11th Street, Bellingham                   (Fairhaven)   360 738-8564 

     
.  

We look forward to seeing you on your next visit to delightful Fairhaven.  

Open 7 days a week, 11am-6pm.         

February at the Whatcom Art Market, the month of hearts and flowers, and maybe a loving gift   
of art? At the Art Market, we have 45 local artists whose offerings can win the heart of your         
Valentine (or Palentine!). You can find a wide variety of one-of-a-kind jewelry, glassware, natural 
soaps and lotions, books, knitwear, silk scarves and woven pieces, fine wood carvings as well as 
wall art, photography, books and the best selection of greeting cards. Difficult to choose? We    
have gift cards. Come in to meet our artists, who are here to greet you, help you choose, just ‘talk 
art’ or  help you join the Guild and Market. 

This month’s weekly featured artists bring unique jewelry, paintings and woodwork for you.  

January 30-February 5: Norma Appleton - Landscape Paintings & Jewelry. Native to the PNW,       
locally degreed in Art History and Printmaking, Norma creates original paintings, prints, designs,             
cartoons and jewelry, working in a variety of media, printing her designs on paper, metal, acrylic       
and décor items. Come visit her extensive artwork at the Art Market or online at   

February 6-12: StoneWyre - Fine jewelry. Judy designs unique pieces from natural stones,          
crystals, metals and wire. Her passion is metalwork and beautiful styling to offset the colors and    
textures of her stones. In her own words ‘when you put them on is when the piece is truly            
complete’. Come meet Judy onsite as she demonstrates her process, Saturday February 11,1-3pm. 

Check out her galleries on https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/stone-wyre-jewelry/ or                            
https://www.stonewyre.com and come into the Market to see her latest pieces. 

February 13-19: June Kiefer - Acrylic and Watercolor paintings. Long-time resident of the PNW,            
June’s delightful paintings in acrylic and watercolor depict our home’s marine life at its best. June       
transfers her art to fashion accessories thus creating unique and lighthearted caps and purses for        
everyday anywhere enjoyment. She will be onsite, presenting watercolor card making on Feb 16

th
,            

1-3pm. Come see her art, or visit https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/june-kiefer/.  

https://fineartamerica.com/profiles/norma-appleton, https://Norma-Appleton-pixels.com/ 
and https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/norma-appleton/. 

February 20-26: John and CarrieTrax - Zigzag Mountain Art. Woodwork and Fabric art. John           
and Carrie use their extensive photographic, wood and fabric crafting skills to show nature in ways        
that we can all appreciate, bringing it into our daily lives as wall art and every day, useable art.             
Exquisitely designed wooden carving boards and colorful oven pads are the start of a wonderful        
selection. See their work at https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/john-carrie-trax/ and          
https://www.zigzagmtart.com, or come in to see their latest creations.   

February 27- March 5: Sheila Steinborn - Impressionistic Painter in Acrylics and Oils and           
Signature Member of the American Impressionist Society, Sheila captures the PNW in brilliant 
acrylics and oils. Her works are displayed in local galleries and in private collections and galleries 
around the country. Sheila has an eye for the power and movement of her subjects which      
captures the viewer. See her work at https://www.sheilasteinborn.com/ and                            
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/sheila-steinborn/ and then come in to see for yourself. 

     Website: www.whatcomartmarket.org.  

Facebook or Instagram to get regular updates on our artists and their work 
       (@WhatcomArtMarket).  

https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/stone-wyre-jewelry/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/june-kiefer/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/norma-appleton/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/john-carrie-trax/
https://www.zigzagmtart.com
https://www.sheilasteinborn.com/
http://www.whatcomartmarket.org


     Wow! Our January meeting was a great success!  

For a start, we didn’t have to cancel it because of weather (so frequent for our 
January meeting), and attendance was excellent – 40 members and guests 
came to greet the New Year and talk up their art.  

Due to the participation by many members in our Artist of the Month       
competition, it was a tough job picking the three winners for display around 
town and at the Art Market. All GREAT entries, and well done winners.  

Due to the large number at the meeting, our program of roundtable small-group 
discussions of everyone’s new art, plans for this year and sharing of questions 
and answers went very well and I have received very positive feedback on the 
program and requests for ‘more’.  

We announced two new Special Interest Groups - 

 

 

WAG 

A number of folks signed up and we still have space – let me know if you are        
interested in either, or both. Information on first meetings will be emailed shortly.   

Our program calendar for this year is beginning to fall into place. I don’t have    
it finalized yet, but hoping to by the beginning of March – there are many    
moving parts. What I can tell you is that we have a wide variety of programs   
being planned: 

  

* Two Art Challenges (June and September),  
* A panel session of members, past & present, to talk on ‘Expanding your Art’ in May, 
* Presentations by one, possibly two of our local well-known artists,  
* A panel of current WAM artists focusing on one medium,   
* A presentation, or tour of one of our local art organizations.  

         Not seeing something you would really recommend?   
         Let me know. My email is below. 

 Keep watching your email around February 15 for news on our Feb 27th   
 program – plan to be there!  Usual place, Our Saviors Lutheran Church 
 hall, 1720 Harris Street, Fairhaven, 7-9pm.  

    Happy creating! 

           Pat Fisher vpprograms@whatcomartguild.org 



ROBERT DODD 
“Nicholas Michael” 
Watercolor               
Venue: WAM             

JACKSON FAULKNER 
“Waiting for an Answer            
Photography 
Venue: Banner Bank 

TERRIE MAY 
“Puzzle”        
Resin pour over acrylic swipe 
Venue:  Colophon Cafe  



 

Beth Roberson          
SIG Facilitator 

       The watercolor interest group met at the Art Market on January 26.                 
Ann Davidson was the discussion leader and she presented two of her favorite 
books on drawing birds which the group worked from. 

The watercolor SIG membership is currently full. 

 

After some very helpful tips, the group spent the evening painting birds and 
a good learning time was had by all. 



Belinda Botzong    
SIG Facilitator 

The acrylics group made  

Concertina Books 
which are a form of art 
journals that fold like an 
accordion - aka Irish  
concertinas.  

Our project for February will be a mixed 
media collage like the example below. 
The group will be led by our newest member 
Kim Snider.  

February will be our final meeting at 
Refind Creations Studio. In the future 
our group will meet at Black Fern 
Coffee at the Granary building on 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the 
month.   



On Friday, January 20th the    
WAG Plein Air group met at 

Bellewood Farms in Lynden. 

Arlene Mortimer 

Charles Gorrell & Celia Clarke 

Ann Davidson   Anita Thompson   Krista Thompson 

Phyllis Smith 

Anita Thompson 



The WAG Plein Air group meets at a different location every Friday. 

 If you’re interested in joining the group, please contact   

    Celia Clarke at  celiaanneclarke@outlook.com  

On January 13th the WAG Plein Air group met at Sage Against the      
Machine vegan restaurant on Cornwall Ave in downtown Bellingham. 

Celia Clarke 

Anita Thompson 



Sally says “Until you live with a bird, you don't realize 
how individual and complex 

Artist Sally Edmonds became interested            
in birds as subjects when she began keeping        
them at her home in Australia and learned       
about their unique personalities and 

https://www.instagram.com/sally_edmonds_art/?hl=en


Sally translates her intimate understanding  
of birds into vibrant portraits, typically      
featuring close-ups of the bird's face, where 
she layers various pastel and colored pencil 
hues to replicate the luster of their feathers 
and alert eyes.  



Most times Sally sets her bird         
illustrations against a blank, or 
pared-down background so that the 
image of the bird is clearly          
emphasized, similar to a formal   
portrait that a human would have. 

For more information about Sally 
Edmonds and her illustrations, go to  

HOME | sallyedmonds  

https://www.sallyedmonds.com/


Any highly skilled drywall taper is an artist of sorts, but Bernie Mitchell is an 
artist by any standard. An Ennismore, Ontario drywall contractor, Mitchell 
has spent the past 25 years developing and refining a method of creating 
remarkably lifelike relief sculptures in drywall mud, many of which ornament 
the walls of area vacation homes. 

Mitchell does a surprising amount of the tooling with a 4-inch drywall knife, 
switching to narrower knives as needed. His favorite tool for curved surfaces 
is the back of an ordinary tablespoon. Finer details are added using a       
sharp-bladed leather-working tool. He finds that dry brushes are useful for   
introducing surface texture, and he sometimes resorts to improvised materials 
where a specific effect is called for.  

               Bernie Mitchell used his skill as an artist to   
    take drywall finishing to an entirely new level. 



The blank canvas for one of Mitchell’s 
creations is an expanse of standard 
drywall that’s been taped and given a 
couple of coats of primer. For the sculpted 
figures, he uses a customized mix 
consisting of standard drywall mud that’s 
first thinned with water, then firmed up 
with dry setting compound. There’s no 
hard-and-fast recipe, but the goal is a mud 
that’s wet enough to stick when slapped 
onto a wall but stiff enough to resist 
sagging as a thick mass. The admixture of 
setting compound prevents shrinkage and 
cracking during drying. 

Mitchell doesn’t paint his finished sculptures, in part because paint would blur 
or obliterate fine detail. More to the point, he says, his work is about texture, 
light, and shadow—not color. “The key is to work on a wall where the light 
comes in at an angle,” he says. “When you’re done, you have something that’s 
always responding to the light moving across it.”   



Iris discovered finger painting one evening when she was midway through an  
oil painting and she needed to clean brushes before moving onto bright yellow.  
Rather than leaving her cool room to clean brushes properly, Iris began applying 
the yellows with her fingertips.  "I knew within 10 strokes that finger painting 
with oils was what I would spend the rest of my life doing." 

Iris Scott grew up in Maple Valley, Washington. Her journey as a finger-painter 
took her to New York, where she lived and worked in a Brooklyn loft space for     
six years. Her 2019 New York solo show, “Ritual in Pairing” received coverage    
from New York Magazine, Smithsonian Magazine, and Artnet.  

https://www.irisscottfineart.com/press


72x72in “New Mexico Moonrise” oil on canvas.   

In 2019 the bustling energy of New York led Iris to seek 
isolation and solitude in Northern New Mexico. In 2020 the 
artist and her husband, purchased 500 acres overlooking 
Ghost Ranch, where Georgia O’Keeffe had once famously 
painted. Together the creative pair built a house and studio 
adjacent to a national wilderness.  



Much like the accidental discovery of finger painting over a decade ago, Iris 
happened upon another brush-free painting technique soon after she moved to 
New Mexico. While cleaning dust off wet artwork with her shop air compressor, 
Iris inadvertently blasted surprising and beautiful circular marks into the surface 
of the fresh paint. Iris recognized the potential of the air compressor’s marks 
immediately. Ever since that day Iris has emphatically pursued a new body of 
work she calls “air paintings” (above).  



“I paint what I see. Finger paintings are hiding everywhere, sometimes I 
catch them when I'm walking down the sidewalk, or lounging in my           
living room.  I search for color relationships, and intriguing forms.” 

        “I see the world through ‘finger-painted’ colored glasses.” 



With many years of experience in the creative industry, Meni is working as 
an independent Illustrator, creating work for clients and design agencies 
worldwide. Her work has been commissioned by Lionsgate, Michael O’Mara 
Books, Staedtler, Pilot, and The AARP magazine, just to name a few.  

Greece-based artist Melpomeni Chatzipanaiotou      
aka Meni, pairs her love of portraying nature with 
organic materials in an ongoing series of drawings 
and paintings on wood.  

Enchanting illustrations of woodland animals and 
leafy habitats find their home on small slices of 
wood. These small tactile pieces depict a range of 
dreamy scenes encompassed by a border of real 
lumber.  

https://tidd.ly/3PAgLPe


Meni renders her subjects using a limited color palette of black and white, 
blue, and some metallics. As a result, she is able to create a striking 
contrast of light and dark that pops out from the wood. While some of 
these pieces feature paintings that have been made directly onto the plank, 
others include drawings on paper that have been mounted on the base.  

Mini likes to work on paper as well as wood.  Each art piece she creates is 
uniquely hand-drawn, with a mixed media of materials, pens, inks, gouache,   
and acrylic paint.  

You can find her work on Etsy | Facebook | Instagram or on her website  

Melpomeni Chatzipanagiotou - Artist  

https://tidd.ly/3PAgLPe
https://www.facebook.com/MenisArt/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/menis_art/
https://www.melpomenichatzipanagiotou.com/


I was born and raised on the shores in Northern Puget  
Sound, where I went hiking, fishing and crabbing while 
watching the orcas and eagles. 

About seven years ago I began to seriously pursue my 
photography business. I use a Canon Mark11 D7 wide 
angle and a 400mm zoom lens, and I have my photos 
printed on metal or canvas which enhances the colors.  

With the exception of one landscape class, I am          
self-taught. 

In addition to my photography, I have had much experience setting up 
art and craft shows as well as other events such as handling fundraisers 
and promoting local artists.   



Whitney founded the Whitney Museum of American 
Art in New York in 1931 (pictured below).                      

Born in 1875, Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney was an American sculptor 
and great granddaughter of shipping and railroad magnate Cornelius 
Vanderbilt.    

She visited Europe in the early 1900s, and was fascinated 
by the burgeoning art scene. She was particularly 
attracted to the Montmarte and Montparnasse area in 
the south of Paris which encouraged her to become a 
sculptor. 

Whitney Museum of American Art 

https://whitney.org/
https://whitney.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_sculptors#W
https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/parisian-scenes-jean-beraud/
https://whitney.org/


During World War I, Whitney dedicated a great deal of her time and money to 
various relief efforts, establishing and maintaining a fully operational hospital 
for wounded soldiers in Juilly, about 35 kilometers northwest of Paris, France. 

While at this hospital, Gertrude made drawings of the soldiers which later    
became plans for her memorials in New York City. 

The Washington Heights Inwood Monument was dedicated on Memorial Day, 
1922. It honors men from the adjacent communities in northern Manhattan of 
Washington Heights and Inwood who fought and died during WWI.              

The monument commemorates servicemen from three distinct branches of 
the military: the Navy, the Army, and the Marine Corps.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juilly,_Seine-et-Marne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Day


Located in Washington DC, The Founders 
Monument (above) is a commemorative  
sculpture, dedicated to the four original 
founders of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Sculpted by DAR member   
Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney. 

The Three Graces (right) by Whitney.  
Located at Montreal's McGill University, 
in Quebec, Canada.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montreal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McGill_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quebec


Four Decades Of Preserving The Past  

In 1978 at the age of 24 Jeff Greene started EverGreene. His goal at the time was 
to paint murals and make public art.  

During this time, EverGreene was doing real estate, murals and decorating. In 1986 
they were contracted to decorate then Vice President George Bush’s office. After 
that, they worked on the Library of Congress, which put them on the map. 

The 1990’s was a golden age in decorative painting and was really taking off, as 
was the movement towards theming. This gave EverGreene work at the casinos in 
Las Vegas and Atlantic City. Ultimately, they were hired for similar projects around 
the globe in South Africa, the Middle East, the Caribbean and Macau.  

On the upwards trend were Venetian plaster and digital printing. On the decline 
was ornament, with an increasing preference for minimalism, modernism and 
visual texture rather than pattern.  

There are some projects that have stood out for Jeff - working on the United States 
Capitol murals, the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Office at the Capital, the     
Meridian Opera House in Mississippi, the Eldridge Street Synagogue in New York, 
the Sacramento Cathedral in California, the Allen County Courthouse in Ft. Wayne 
Indiana, and re-creating the 1926 Ohio Theatre Lobby in Cleveland, to name a few.  

EverGreene Architectural Arts was founded in 1978 by 
Jeff Greene, a trained mural artist and innovator. Under 
Jeff’s guidance, EverGreene has grown from a small 
painting studio to the largest specialty contractor in the 
United States, focused on the preservation of historic 
buildings, artifacts, and works of art. 

Architectural Arts 

https://evergreene.com/projects/secretary-of-the-navy-office/
https://evergreene.com/projects/library-of-congress/
https://evergreene.com/projects/us-capitol-murals/
https://evergreene.com/projects/us-capitol-murals/
https://evergreene.com/projects/eldridge-street-synagogue/
https://evergreene.com/projects/sacramento-cathedral/
https://evergreene.com/projects/allen-county-courthouse/
https://evergreene.com/projects/ohio-theatre-george-gund-foundation-lobby/


Commissioned in 1887 by President Ulysses S. Grant, the Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building (EEOB) is the federal office building situated just west 
of the White House and houses several of the highest ranking offices in the 
country including the Executive Office of the President, the Office of the Vice 
President and the Secretary of State’s Office. 

Throughout the years, the EEOB has had many occupants and the space had 
been over-painted with white paint and obscured by pilasters and crystal 
chandeliers. This office had also been divided into smaller rooms, and the 
original foyer enclosed. In 1987, one hundred years after it was built, 
EverGreene faithfully restored the room, returning the office and foyer to their 
original highly-articulated and ornamented French Second Empire style of 
architecture. The scope of the restoration included stenciling, gilding, and 
fixtures, displaying layer upon layer of classical detail that covers every 
surface of the room. 

Architectural Arts 



The effort to return the sanctuary to its 
Victorian splendor, while maintaining the 
idiosyncrasies of the original aesthetic and 
preserving patina of age, included plaster 
consolidation and replication of ornamental 
plaster elements, over-paint removal, 
conservation-painting, replication of 
stenciling, wood finishing and decorative 
painting including: faux-woodgraining, 
marbleizing, and gilding by skilled 
craftsmen. 

Described by the Jerusalem Post as one of the most beautiful 
synagogues in the world, Built in 1887, the Eldridge Street 
Synagogue is one of the first major synagogues built in the 
Unite States. 

Exuberantly decorated in the Moorish style, the synagogue was 
in tremendous disrepair and had suffered from natural 
disasters, and misguided post-historic painting and decoration. 

On December 2, 2007, after 20 years of renovation work that cost $20 million, the 
Eldridge Street Project completed the restoration and opened to the public as 
the Museum at Eldridge Street, reflecting its cultural and educational mission, 
within the synagogue building.  

Architectural Arts 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_architecture


Created from life in 1865 by artist W.F.K. Travers, this nine-foot-tall oil on 
canvas is one of three known, life-size paintings of the 16th president.  

The historic work moves to the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery on 
long-term loan from the Hartley Dodge Foundation. The painting will join 
the “American Presidents” exhibition beginning February 10. 

-30- Seylah  


