
From The  Editor, . . . . . 

The past year has seen many changes for me, the most         
surprising being a change in my approach to my art. 

Having to limit my “table time”, I realized the need for 
smaller, less “challenging” subjects to draw. To that 
end, I reduced the size of my drawing which resulted 
in  the need to choose smaller, less detailed subjects. 

Throughout my recent art revamping, my matra has been 
the acronym “KISS” - - Keep It Simple Stupid”. I no longer 
labor over the size, or subject of a drawing, and gone are 
the long days toiling over a drawing at my art table.  

The result’s? It’s been forever since I’ve been excited 
about my art. I’m discovering new unencumbered subjects 
daily which I record in a journal for later reference. 

I don’t plan on investing time learning new mediums, or techniques; I’m a 
little long in the tooth for that. However, I certainly plan to do less intense 
art while enjoying quality time at my art table.  

In early January 2022 my lifestyle in general changed when I injured my back. 
Prior to my injury, I would spend a good portion of each day at my drafting table 
where most of my drawings took 90 to100 hours to complete. My injury put a 
stop to that. 

It was nine months before I was able to return to my table, and even then I   
had to pace myself--no more marathon drawing sessions. Instead, I had to    
limit my daily drawing time to a few hours, plus I needed to take frequent 
breaks in order to rest my back. 

         Why not make a New Years resolution to take a step back from the easel,    
             and allow yourself to discover a new approach to your art?   

                       Joyful Holidays,                                           
                     Joyce Norfolk 

December 15, 2022 

WAG Holiday Newslet ter  



In the spirit of Christmas and in support of Avenue Bread in Fairhaven, 
Cristal McQueen and Beth Roberson recently purchased one of Karen  
Tobiassen’s delightful children’s art bags filled with art supplies and     
delivered it to Avenue Bread on behalf of the Whatcom Art Guild. 
 

The donation will be used to help provide Christmas cheer to children 
through the Blue Skies For Children Foundation who’s mission is to raise 
hope and self-esteem by sponsoring enrichment programs and other    
essentials for homeless, low-income and foster children throughout 
Whatcom County. 
 
We were happy to join in with Avenue Bread’s efforts to support this    
excellent organization, and we are also very thankful for the coffee, 
lunches, pastries and treats so many of us at the Art Market have        
enjoyed from our neighbors at Fairhaven Avenue Bread which is only     
a short walk down the street . . . . . 

      Cristal, Beth and Karen 

      Cristal McQueen & Beth Roberson        Karen Tobiassen 



 

Refind Creations is a studio and gift shop owned by WAG member Belinda Botzong.  

Refind Creations  

Several WAG and non-WAG artists have put together classes and workshops in the 
studio over the past few months with great success!   

If you’d like to attend, or get a gift card for someone else, tickets and gift cards are 
available at refindcreations.com  

If you’d like to teach a class, series, or workshop please contact Belinda at          
refindcreations33@gmail.com  

          C o m i n g  S o o n  
Classes at Refind Creations 

          GELLI PRINTS WITH CANDICE CHRISTIE 

            ACRYLIC POUR WITH JANILLE DUTTON   

          HANDMADE ORNAMENTS WITH SIERRA JAMES 

               ART JOURNALS WITH KIM SNIDER 

              ABSTRACT ART CONCEPTS   
      WITH      

           HARMONY THEISSEN 

http://refindcreations.com/
mailto:refindcreations33@gmail.com


 

Somebody Knew I Was Coming 

This image was shaped by the artist Haddon Sundblom 
(1899-1976) and made popular by a beverage brand we 
all know too well Coca-Cola.  

There’s only one picture spread across different cultures 
that fixes the image of the holiday icon we know and love.  

Coca-Cola started using the image of Santa Claus in their advertisements in the 
1920s, but in the earliest illustrations Santa looks severe and rigid, and even 
wearing the classic red suit and sporting a beard, he was missing the warmth 
and the magic holiday spark.  

Coca-Cola commissioned the job of creating a symbolic, realistic representation       
of Santa to the illustrator Haddon Sundblom. Inspired by Clement Clark Moore’s    
poem A Visit From St. Nicholas, the artist portrayed a man with twinkling eyes,      
rosy cheeks, and a round belly who played with the toys he delivered and               
embraced the children that stayed up late waiting for him.  

A little know fact:   Sundblom was selected over Norman Rockwell, who in spite 
of his magnificent drawings, wasn’t able to consolidate the Christmas Santa that 
Coca-Cola was in search of.  

https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/santa-claus-coming-town/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haddon_Sundblom
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/43171/a-visit-from-st-nicholas
https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/norman-rockwell-model/


 

The above version of Santa Claus made it’s debut in 1931 and was an instant 
hit for Coca-Cola, and a glimpse of hope and joy for the people whose spirits 
had been lowered by the Great Depression.  

Sundblom continued to create his Santa illustrations for the brand from 1931 to 
1964 producing a new Santa each year and with time, his Santa images became 
universally considered as the official personification of the patron of Christmas.  

His work for Coca-Cola was reproduced on calendars, billboards, posters, 
cut-outs, and in magazines, ensuring the widespread popularity of his     
conception of Santa.  

Haddon Sundblom was also 
a prominent illustrator who 
produced many well-known 
images in the history of   
advertising, including the 
Quaker Oats Man and Aunt 
Jemima.  

He also painted his share of 
pin up girls, many made   
famous by Coca-Cola. 

Some of his major advertising accounts included Cream of Wheat, Nabisco  
Shredded Wheat, Palmolive, Ford, and even the U.S. Marine Corps. He illustrated 
fiction for the The Saturday Evening Post, Ladies’ Home Journal, Cosmopolitan, 
and Good Housekeeping as well. 

https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/explosive-art-cildo-meireles/


Born in Kirovske, Ukraine Sasha Korban worked as a miner    
for five years until he quit to pursue his art interests as a 
street artist.  

While creating his street art, he realized his talent for    
portraits and taught himself to be a muralist, and in 2014 
he moved to Kyiv where he could collaborate with other 
mural artists. 

In 2019 the Georgian capital of Tbilisi 
established The Tbilisi Mural Fest. The 
goal was to create public artworks 
around the Georgian capital.  

For the last four years, the Mural Fest 
has facilitated more than 40 public    
artworks around Tbilisi.   

In 2022 the event brought a host of new 
projects to the city. Given Georgia’s 
proximity to Russia and that country’s 
groundless war against Ukraine, festival 
organizers highlighted renowned 
Ukrainian muralist Sasha Korban who 
painted a large-scale portrait of a   
woman in customary clothing facing 
the Russian embassy, (right). 

Reclaiming Ukrainian Streets Through Art 

https://tbilisimuralfest.com/
https://www.instagram.com/sasha.korban/?hl=en


Reclaiming Ukrainian Streets Through Art 



Reclaiming Ukrainian Streets Through Art 



 “I know there is always hope, there is always a new beginning. And if you 
want to change something, start with yourself. You are your hope, you are 
your own blank page. You just have to believe in it." Sasha 

As the battles for Bucha and Irpin raged just 
outside town, Sasha turned a bleak Kyiv wall 
into a powerful statement proclaiming the     
enduring presence of an independent Ukraine. 
Korban painted a moving street mural (above) 

depicting two gaunt hands gently sewing        
together a tattered Ukrainian flag.  

Painting on walls might seem an especially frivolous endeavor at a time of fierce 
war; it also is a dangerous one. Artists such as Sasha face Russian bombardments, 
sirens, curfews, very limited public transportation, and a lack of materials.   

Reclaiming Ukrainian Streets Through Art 

Self-portrait mural painted by Sasha 

https://streetartutopia.com/2022/04/04/sasha-korban-created-this-mural-a-few-days-ago-in-kyiv/


A graduate of Savannah College of Art & Design, Alyson has merged 
design and dogs to create her successful art business called   

         “Little Felted Friends”.  

    Alyson Gurney is a talented artist who creates       
incredible tiny replicas of beloved animals using felt.  



Gurney, a Washington, D.C. native, adopted a six-week-old puppy from    
a Baltimore rescue center in 2014. Found along the side of a road in a 
snowdrift, the aptly-named “Drift” sparked the inspiration for Gurney's 
business: “Little Felted Friends”, which combines her graphic design    
degree with artistry in needle felting.  

Alyson has created felt miniatures of cherished pets for clients like 
Kelly Clarkson, Paris Hilton, and Michael Strahan.  

Alyson and Drift and her business have been featured on The Kelly  
Clarkson Show, BuzzFeed, The Daily Mail, Insider, and more.  



If your thinking about having Alyson 
memorialize your pet, plan ahead as 
there’s a four month wait list for orders. 
For more info, click on the below link to 
go to her website, or visit her face book 
page. 

Alyson Gurney Pet Sculptures — Little Felted 
Friends  

 

 (20+) Little Felted Friends | Facebook  

https://littlefeltedfriends.com/shop/little-felted-friend
https://littlefeltedfriends.com/shop/little-felted-friend
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100066381770658&sk=photos


 

As I often do, I filed the information in my “future articles” folder. For this 
special Christmas edition of the WAG newsletter I planned to use the 
information about Nan and her pottery. Shortly after I began work on the 
article I read that Nan had passed away a few months ago.  

While her website remains accessible, I will not be posting information 
regarding her workshops, or how to purchase her work as that info is no 
longer on her website.  

Designing Pottery by Nan 

      Editor’s Comments:, . . . . 

         A few years ago while researching online for art 
        information to use for the newsletter, I  
   discovered the amazing pottery of                                       
     Nan Hamilton. 

Nan Hamilton created unique hand-painted pottery featuring birds, animals 
and reptiles in their natural settings. Her range of pottery items included 
beautiful carved rim vases, plates, bowls, mugs, salt ‘n pepper shakers and 
pitchers. I was particularly fascinated about how she hand carved dogs, 
swans, mice and rabbit ears on her pottery which you will see in the following 
pages that features her work. 
 
I so enjoyed viewing Nan’s collection of sprightful characters, and I hope you 
will enjoy her work as well. I guarantee it will brighten your day. 

Nan Hamilton 

https://nanhamilton.com/howtodesign/howtodesign.html
http://www.nanhamilton.com/


 



 



 



 



 

Start your holiday season off by attending Allied Arts 43rd Annual Holiday   
Festival of the Arts. Over 100 local artisans and craftspeople which include a  
selection of WAG artists will be presenting their holiday goodies consisting of 
one-of-a-kind gifts, specialty food and treats, stunning jewelry and paintings.  
 
You’ll find something for all ages—from fragrant handcrafted soaps to        
homemade sweet treats, along with live local music, artist demos and         
workshops.  
 
Escape the cold and check out the amazing things the local artisans have to 
offer, and do your holiday shopping at the Holiday Festival of the Arts and at   
the same time support our WAG and other Bellingham’s artists.  
 

       DOORS OPEN NOW 
      10am-7pm SEVEN days a week10am-7pm        
        FESTIVAL ENDS at 3pm December 24th.  

Location: 1411 Railroad Ave, Bellingham 



-30-      Seylah  

The very first White House Christmas tree was set up on the second floor of 
the Yellow Oval Room in 1889. At the time, Benjamin Harrison was serving 
as the 23rd president of the United States, and over the years, the White 
House Christmas tree has become a much bigger 

It takes an entire year to plan the White House 
decorations. The process requires a lot of planning 
with sketches, different color palettes, design 
elements, and motifs for each space and room in 
the White House. After Thanksgiving The White 
House florist executes the theme which is selected 
by the First Lady. 

Volunteers come from all over the country for the opportunity to help, while 
also forgoing their Thanksgiving dinners with their families. These folks are 
selected in a very competitive and tough process that involves persistently 
sending passionate and heartfelt letters to White House officials.  

Over 100 volunteers help sort, 
set up, assemble, and hang 
White House Christmas trees  
& ornaments each year.  

This years White House Christmas tree  
on display in the Blue Room, 


