
 

From The President . . . .   

Pat Fisher (president@whatcomartguild.org)  

December 1st,  2022 

Happy holidays to everyone! I hope your Thanksgiving was everything   
you had planned and you are looking forward to the hustle and bustle    
and celebration of the Christmas and traditional gift-giving and family  
time, with a big helping of thankfulness and time together.  

Congratulations to John Trax, as our new President, and the new team which will      
continue to lead us into the future. November was our final member meeting for the year. 
Our last 2022 program was well attended – Britt Reber, from Growing Your Traffic.com, 
gave us an exciting outline, with some very useful pointers, on marketing your art online. 
Judging from the number of questions and buzz around Britt at the end of the meeting, 
her presentation hit the spot for many.  

Stepping down and handing over to John and his new team, I wish them well. Our Guild   
is in good hands, and is recovering well from the downtime of covid. Our finances are 
good. Our membership has been growing steadily after our losses during the pandemic 
years. The Art Market, our great co-op, continues to grow in reputation and sales, winning 
gold this year in the annual Bellingham Alive! local survey and drawing in new members.       
We continue to build on our non-profit’s mission to bring art to the community by our         
outreach to St. Joseph Hospital, our scholarship program at WWU and the establishment  
of special interest groups to encourage growth in various types of art.  

Our programs for our members, through presentations, challenges and competitions, 
bring a growing number back to the monthly meetings and provide them with a venue for 
sharing and learning their art. Come join in! Whether you are an ‘old’ or a ‘new’ member, 
you are most welcome. Last, but by no means least, our monthly newsletter, ably created 
by Joyce Norfolk, continues to bring great news on our Guild and art from around the 
world, and now and then a great competition to stir the brain cells. And by the way,       
although we don’t have a member meeting in December, Joyce will be sending you a    
second newsletter this month, at mid-month, to add to your Holiday art interest. 

Thanks to all our 2022 Board members for your support and ideas this year – your      
enthusiasm has been inspiring for me. And thanks to all our members who have             
contributed their ideas and questions by email, meetings and phone calls. You make     
the Guild what it continues to be, the oldest and most active art organization in NW     
Washington since the mid-1960’s. If you haven’t done so already, send in your         
membership renewal for 2023. 

      I’m looking forward to seeing you at a meeting or at the Art Market! 

The Guild is now well into the end of our year. November 28th was our 
Annual General Meeting, with the announcement of our newly-elected 
Board for 2023.  



 Meet Your  

At the November WAG General Meeting, June Kiefer (current 3rd yr Trustee) announced 
the results of the electronic election of the 2023 WAG Board of Directors.   

Of the 113 active WAG members, 48 replied to the email ballot which more than met the 
needed 29 votes to meet a quorum. The 2023 Board of Directors slate of candidates has 
been officially approved by the WAG membership.  Below is your new 2023 WAG Board. 

       * TRUSTEE 3rd Yr         * TRUSTEE 2nd Yr         * TRUSTEE 1st Yr                            
           Stephanie Strong          Jean Kinney     Kathy Harvey                 

PRESIDENT          VP MARKETING       VP PROGRAMS          VP SHOWS        VP WAM        
John Trax                 Carrie Trax               Pat Fisher         Harmony              Peggy  
                 Thiessen                 Alexander           

 SECRETARY             TREASURER     MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR                   

Peggy Sullivan     James Weaver  Penny Welch                           

*Trustees serve for 3 years.       

Congratulations to all the candidates and sincere thanks to all of these generous members who 
stepped up to keep WAG moving forward and upward into the next year. 

 

       Thank you, 2022 WAG Trustees:  June Kiefer, Stephanie Strong,  John Trax. 



1103 11th Street, Bellingham                   (Fairhaven)  360 738-8564 

Happy Holidays! Are you looking for something really special, unique and creative for a hostess or Holiday 
gift? The Art Market has 45 local artists who could have just what you are looking for, and wonderful art 
cards to go with the gift. Choose from wall art, photography, jewelry, glassware, fine wood carvings,   
knitwear and handwoven pieces, soaps and lotions – the best in locally created ‘wow’ gifts. And our 
greeting cards are the best! Stumped for choice? We have gift cards.  

This month, our featured artists are exhibiting an eclectic mix of wall art, home decorative pieces, jewelry, 
photography and fabric art.   

November 29-December 4: Karin Silvernale - Mixed Media artist. Karin constantly surprises with her      
exploration and experimentation with multiple art forms, including photography, painting and drawing. 
She calls them ‘mashups’, we say ‘wow, Karin!’. You will love how she intermingles local nature, colors, 
shape, painting, photography. See her work at https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/karin-
silvernale/, come see and enjoy at the Market. 

December 5-11: Janice Hartwell – Once More with Feeling. During her life, Janice has created art pieces 
from found, recycled and remnant materials. Using felting, crocheting, bead creation from paper and 
clay, Janice combines varied textures, unusual and exciting color combinations to create unique pieces 
of art to decorate the home. See her work at https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/janice-
hartwell/ then come see her colorful, one-of-a-kind pieces. 

December 12-18: Candice Christie – Painter in collage, mixed media, cold wax and oils. Originally from 
Alaska and now in the Pacific NW, Candice’s collage paintings have been shown in juried shows in       
Seattle and  have won many awards and sold in the Puget Sound area through her membership in the 
NW Collage Society.  Candice's paintings have been purchased by corporations, international visitors, 
and to people across the US, Canada, and Alaska. Candice will demonstrate Gel Plate and Collage 
painting on December 17th, 1-3pm. See her work at https://www.candicechristie.com/ and        
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/candice-christie/.  

December 19-24: Peg Alexander - Jewelry and Photography. Peg has trained in various forms of art, 
including painting, drawing, sculpture, glass work and photography. Her primary work is in                     
re-designing and reworking old jewelry into modern settings, using natural stones, beading, precious 
metal clays and metalsmithing. Her second love, photography, enables her to create photo books.    
Recently, Peg has started to work with resin, experimenting with new art forms. Peg will be on-site 
Thursday December 22nd, demonstrating her work with found jewelry and resin. Come see her work! 
Check out more at https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/peggy-alexander/.  

December 26-January 1: Jackson Faulkner- Photography. Jackson’s photographic images are focused 
on capturing the natural beauty of our country, with special emphasis on the architecture, human   
creations and memories of our past. You will be entranced by the composition, colors and beauty of 
his images. Check them out at https://www.roadsidereflections.com/ and https://
www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/jackson-faulkner/, and then come visit the Market to see his 
latest pieces.   

            See everyone’s work on our website www.whatcomartmarket.org. ‘Like’ us on Facebook,                
 or Instagram to get regular updates on our artists and their work (@WhatcomArtMarket).  

 Our address is 1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven), our phone number is 360 738 8564.  

https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/janice-hartwell/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/janice-hartwell/
https://www.candicechristie.com/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/candice-christie/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/peggy-alexander/
https://www.roadsidereflections.com/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/jackson-faulkner/
https://www.whatcomartmarket.org/project/jackson-faulkner/
http://www.whatcomartmarket.org


 November’s Guest Presenter was Search Engine Optimization Expert    
 Britt Reber. Britt is SEO and Digital Marketing Specialist at Growing       
 Your Traffic.com.       

Britt presented various ways to sell your art online using social media.    
She provided tips to economize your time spent on promoting your art 
to create the highest market impact while leaving time to actually create 
your art.   

Britt is available for short questions on marketing and "how to's" at no 
charge as well as full consultations.  Her company can create websites, 
logos, etc. in addition to many other services to help clients effectively 
promote and sell their products online.  

 
 

http://www.growingyourtraffic.com 
 
Britt@growingyourtraffic.com 
 
    1-979-583-6089 

You can contact Britt at 

http://www.growingyourtraffic.com/
mailto:Britt@growingyourtraffic.com


   Sierra James 
    "New Dimension" 
     Fluid Acrylic pour 
        Colophon Cafe 

   Janille Dutton 
        "Windswept" 
         Resin mix  
   Watcom Art Market 

       Rod Haynes 
         "Fragrance Lake" 
       Photography 
  Banner Bank, Cornwall Ave 



Beth Roberson 
SIG Facilitator 

 

For November’s painting session, 
the Watercolor Special Interest 
Group (SIG) worked on painting 
Christmas cards.              
  Everyone brought   
  various holiday ideas.  

Each of us were very happy and proud of getting a head start on our 
Holiday preparations! 

And all enjoyed visiting while creating 
their Holiday cards. 

June Kiefer 

Anyone wishing to join the watercolor SIG can email Beth Roberson 

at crownlanebeth@comcast.net.  There is still one spot available. 

The group will take a break for the Holidays, and our next meeting will      
be  January 26th, 2023 (weather permitting) at the Art Market at 6:15pm. 



 Cristal McQueen (left) led a group demo at the 
      Art Market in November. 

WAG member Jackson 
Faulkner (right) creating   
his Holiday Fairy. 

Cristal (right) piled a table with 
all kinds of materials to chose 
from. Then visitors were able  
to create a delightful Holiday 
Fairy under her direction.  
 

Each lucky participant coordinated their own colors and styles as they 
learned Cristal's techniques of making a delightful Holiday Fairy that will 
bring a smile to many faces this season. 



 

A few of our members had to leave the group, but we were able to resource 
our “wait list” in order to quickly filled the spots.  

          A warm welcome to new Acrylics SIG members    
    Deb Dole, Deborah Wilson and new WAG member Sierra James.  

The acrylics party group had a fun time introducing the new members to 
the joy of Gelli plate printing led by Candice Christie.  
 
Then Candice Christie and I put together a wreath project to share with 
the members. We cut the Gelli prints into leaves and used them to create 
beautiful wreaths!  

December we’ll only have one meeting on December 5th when Deb Dole 
will lead the group in a project. Then we will break for Christmas and     
return to regular programming in January.                       

Belinda Botzong    
SIG Facilitator 



Originally from Bellingham, Sierra has been living abroad for 
over 15 years and returned to Bellingham a few years ago.  

Sierra has been painting for over 20 years and has shown her work in Seattle, 
New York, and Southeast Asia.  

She started out as primarily an oil painter, and at the moment she is loving 
fluid acrylic art and resin mixed media projects.  
 

          "New Dimension"                 
Fluid acrylics on canvas board  

        "Stunning Iris"               
Fluid acrylics on canvas 

WAG welcomes new member Sierra James. 



Sierra is a full-time working mom of 3 girls, so for the last decade she rarely 
has had time to paint. However, she has recently rediscovered her passion.  

"Destruction of Innocence"  

 
ᛡTimor-Leste is an island country in the eastern Lesser Sunda Islands, at the southern         
extreme of the Malay Archipelago. 

     Oil on canvas  
This was painted in Timor-Leste ᛡ after the above homemade-arrow (rama ambon)     
was used to kill our dog in the 2006 civil conflict when our home was destroyed. 

Sierra will be teaching a beach resin ornament making class at Belinda 
Botzong’s Refind Creations studio on December17th.      
    
   For information regarding this class click on the below link,      
 https://refindcreations.com/event/handmade-holiday-ornaments-in-resin/ 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=3d086cccda6e4fb7JmltdHM9MTY2ODkwMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0wNDExMzNkMC02MzU1LTY5YmMtMWQ4Ny0yMjBlNjJlNjY4ZjQmaW5zaWQ9NTYzMQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=041133d0-6355-69bc-1d87-220e62e668f4&psq=timor-leste+government&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJpdGFubmljYS5
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=3d086cccda6e4fb7JmltdHM9MTY2ODkwMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0wNDExMzNkMC02MzU1LTY5YmMtMWQ4Ny0yMjBlNjJlNjY4ZjQmaW5zaWQ9NTYzMQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=041133d0-6355-69bc-1d87-220e62e668f4&psq=timor-leste+government&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJpdGFubmljYS5
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=3d086cccda6e4fb7JmltdHM9MTY2ODkwMjQwMCZpZ3VpZD0wNDExMzNkMC02MzU1LTY5YmMtMWQ4Ny0yMjBlNjJlNjY4ZjQmaW5zaWQ9NTYzMQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=041133d0-6355-69bc-1d87-220e62e668f4&psq=timor-leste+government&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJpdGFubmljYS5
https://refindcreations.com/event/handmade-holiday-ornaments-in-resin/


South Carolina fabric designer and artist Caroline Harper had a dream 
to visit Japan and learn a technique called shibori, which is like tie-dye.  
 
    From then on she was hooked on fabric design. . . .   
              mostly on INDIGO.   

First introduced in the states in the late 1600s, indigo was once one of South Carolina's 
biggest cash crops. It also relied heavily on the labor of enslaved workers. "I wanted to 
bring the natural back to dyeing," says Harper, "and I also hoped to raise awareness 
about the plant's history in the South."  

By 1775, South Carolina was exporting more than one million pounds of indigo annually. 
Its production was dependent on slaves for the arduous task of harvesting and extracting 
the deep blue dye.  

Commercial success of the indigo crop in South Carolina 
is often credited to Eliza Lucas Pinckney (left) who was 
18 years old in1740 when she instructed enslaved people 
on one of her family’s plantations outside of Charleston to 
experiment with seeds sent by her father, then governor of 
Antigua, one of Britain’s sugar colonies in the West Indies. 
The seeds came from the Caribbean or West Indian 
variety, Indigofera suffruticosa (right) 

The roots of indigo run deep into the history of South 

At one time, the extracted pigment, dried and shaped into 
circular cakes, was so prized that it was sometimes called 
blue gold, and used as currency - even as barter for slaves. 
 

Indigo transformed South Carolina’s economy before the 
Revolutionary War and became the colony’s second-leading 
export behind rice from the mid-to-late 1700s. After the war, 
England turned to India for its indigo, production dropped off 
and plantation owners turned their efforts toward growing 
cotton, creating a 230-year gap in the creation of indigo. 
 



After her visit to Japan where she learned the shibori technique 
of dying, Caroline Harper returned to South Carolina with the 
idea of growing the local, historical and long gone plant and    
began extracting the pigment for her own use.  

Her goal was to introduce indigo into the local people’s lives,   
improve awareness via hands-on workshops and target the     
local schools bringing an educational kit to teach 3rd and 8th 
graders a science, history and art lesson.  

“There's something magical about indigo” says Caroline. “It’s the transformation as a shock 
of fabric emerges seaweed green from the dye vat and turns rich blue as the pigment reacts 
with oxygen. It's the blue of South Carolina's flag, of the Atlantic lapping at sandy shores, of 
summer skies and farmers' blue jeans”. 

In 2014 Caroline launched “CHI design indigo” https://chidesignindigo.com which today 
is a thriving textile arts business, in the historic port city of Charleston, SC.  

Caroline Harper  

“There's something tragic about indigo, too, in the labor-intensive dye's deep connection 
to slavery” Caroline adds.  And there's certainly something about watching Caroline 
Harper pull fabric from a steaming pot of indigo dye made from leaves harvested that 
day in Green Pond, SC.  

Caroline creates beautiful indigo-dyed scarves, table linens, purses, 
clothes, baskets, and more at her CHI Design studio. Her daughter 
Elle even blends indigo into clay and creates jewelry that Caroline 
includes in her online store at chidesignindigo.com. At harvest time, 
husband David travels to the patches of indigo that the couple has 
planted in the corners of several farms around the coast, stripping 
leaves off of cut branches and managing tanks of fermenting dye. 
Those patches of Indigofera suffruticosa—a few hundred plants 
here, a few hundred there—are planted from seed collected from 
feral stands on Ossabaw Island, Georgia, believed to date back to 
the 1700s. 

Caroline hopes to bring back the natural way of dyeing while raising  
awareness about the plant's history in the South. 

https://www.chidesignindigo.com/


A linocut is the same as a woodcut, but the plate isn’t wood, it’s a piece of linoleum, and  
because of the softness of the plate, it is easier to carve.  

When carving a linocut the area that’s cut away will be white and the rest will remain black 
or colored according to the artist’s preference. Linocuts require time, accuracy and a long 
time to become proficient.  

Linocuts were originally made 
popular by Picasso. 

Before that they were regarded 
as a student’s medium to practice 
for woodcuts. 



Essex born Andrew Haslen is known worldwide for his linocuts. Despite    
being diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease at a young age, Andrew is entirely 
Self-taught. He is considered to be a master of wildlife art having been      
selected 7 times in the past 10 years to exhibit at The Birds in Art         
exhibition both in the USA and England.              

Andrew is inspired by the landscape and wildlife that surrounds his home.  
And a lifelong interest in nature has provided him a lifetime of knowledge   
of his subjects.  



The Hare plays a big role in Andrew’s work. Having firsthand experience having raised three 
orphaned hares, he knows them very well. 



Other subjects particularly attractive to Andrew are birds, especially the more colorful, 
such as woodpeckers, kingfishers, chickens and roosters. 

The entire Haslend family is talented—Wife Megan does ceramics, and their 
daughter Amie is a painter. Together they put on an annual exhibit called    
“The ANDREW HASLEN-MEGGAN HASLEN-AMIE HASLEN FAMILY SHOW”  



 

Start your holiday season off by attending Allied Arts 43rd Annual Holiday   
Festival of the Arts. Over 100 local artisans and craftspeople will be presenting 
their holiday goodies consisting of one-of-a-kind gifts, specialty food and treats, 
stunning jewelry and paintings.  
 
You’ll find something for all ages—from fragrant handcrafted soaps to        
homemade sweet treats, along with live local music, artist demos and         
workshops.  
 
Escape the cold and check out the amazing things the local artisans have to 
offer, and do your holiday shopping at the Holiday Festival of the Arts and at   
the same time support Bellingham’s artists.  
 

       DOORS OPEN NOW 
      10am-7pm SEVEN days a week10am-7pm        
        FESTIVAL ENDS at 3pm December 24th.  

Location: 1411 Railroad Ave, Bellingham 



Did you know you can donate to WAG without spending a single penny? Seriously!  

Thanks to our friends at Fred Meyer and Amazon, you can shop and give to WAG for      
free! This is how it works, per each companies’ instructions: 

 

 

 

 

Once logged into your Fred Meyer account you can search for “Whatcom Art Guild”            
either by name or enter TD546 then click Enroll. New users need to create an account 
which requires some basic information, a valid email address and a rewards card. 

 

 

*Customers must have a registered Fred Meyer rewards card so they can link to WAG. 

*If a member does not yet have a Fred Meyer rewards card, they can pick one up at the      
customer service desk at any Fred Meyer. 

REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your organization until after you register 
your rewards card. 

Participants must swipe their registered Fred Meyer rewards card, or use the phone 
number that’s related to it when shopping for each purchase in order for it to count. 

 

 

Want to help make a difference while you shop Amazon.com? Simply download the   

AmazonSmile app and follow the instructions below to select "Whatcom Art Guild"      
as your charity. Every time you shop, they donate to us AT NO COST TO YOU!  
 

How it works: 
1. Visit smile.amazon.com  
2. Select "Whatcom Art Guild" as your charity 
3. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile app.  
4. Shop as you normally would.  

Visit https://www.fredmeyer.com.mazon.com.  

http://amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://amazon.com/


Submission Guidelines 

• Artists may submit up to 5 pieces of their own original artwork. 
• Art forms accepted: painting, drawing, printmaking, photography,      
textiles, ceramics, jewelry, glass, basketry, sculpture, mixed media and 
book arts. 
• The submission fee is $35.00 for up to 5 pieces. 

• Jansen Art Center Members at the Artist level or higher receive a $10 
discount on the submission fee.  

• Submission Deadline: Monday, December 12 

• Jury decision notifications: Tuesday, December 20 

• Art Delivery day: Saturday, January 7  

ANNOUNCING  The Jansen’s  WINTER EXHIBIT 

Submit Your Art – Jansen Art Center  

For more info click on the below link 

https://www.jansenartcenter.org/submit-your-art/


    Click  Below                   
to  renew  membership  

  WAG Membership Renewal - Whatcom Art Guild  

Save $5 

                       2022 memberships  expire on 12-31-22   

Expires 

Dec 15 

https://whatcomartguild.org/product/wag-membership-renewal/


-30- Seylah  

For almost 50 years, an oil sketch depicting   
Jesus on the cross was thought to be a crude 

imitation of the work of Rembrandt.  

Abraham Bredius, the original curator of the Museum 
Bredius in the Netherlands, bought Rembrandt’s sketch    
titled “The Raising of the Cross” (right)  in 1921 and the 
sketch was later displayed at the Museum in the 1960s.   

Art restorer Johanneke Verhavel cleaned the work and removed discolored varnish layers. 
Her team also used infrared reflectography and X-ray scans to see how the painting had 
evolved over time.  

However, art historians became skeptical, dismissing 
the work as nothing more than an imitation, Thus the 
work was taken off display and placed in a “forgotten 
corner of the Museum’s storage room. 

Over 50 years later experts say the sketch IS in fact the 
work of Rembrandt himself. 

The research revealed that the sketch has several changes made by the artist himself 
while painting, meaning that its composition was a creative process. This means the 
painter was changing his mind while he was working on it. He was clearly not copying 
another painting. 

Unlike many Rembrandt works, The Raising of the Cross consists of broad, imperfect 
brushstrokes. For decades, art historians saw this as evidence that someone other than 
Rembrandt was the artist. But based on the X-ray scans, Giltaij thinks that Rembrandt    
was using the sketch as practice for another work.  

They also found evidence that the painting’s brushstrokes match the way Rembrandt  
handled his brush. The quality of the details are so well done VerhaveI was convinced 
that the sketch truly is a Rembrandt,  

Trusted international art historian Jeroen Giltaij had 
the oil sketch reinspected. 

After Giltaij and Verhavel finished their analysis, The Raising of the Cross went to 
Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum, where experts conducted their own study. They agreed 
that Rembrandt was the artist.  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Rembrandt-van-Rijn
https://en.museumbredius.nl/
https://en.museumbredius.nl/
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/glossary/infrared
https://www.rijksmuseum.nl/en

