
 

From The President . . . .   

Sept  2022 

WAG Newsletter  

Oh those falling leaves and shorter evenings! I hope you are 
making the most of the passing of our summer season. 

I am happy to announce that this month, we passed 100 members once more,  
in fact we’re now at 105. The pandemic almost halved our group, but we were 

On the Show front, June Kiefer is successfully bringing together a Holiday Show at Bellis Fair. 
We have a number of members who have already signed up, still some spaces left – more info 
on page 9 so join in! Showing with your fellow WAG members is an easy way to learn the ins 
and outs of being in a show. If you already have been in shows, this one is very inexpensive, 
will get plenty of traffic, and we’ve found a way to contribute to our Scholarship fund at no 
great cost. Sounds like a winner to me! 

still very active, re-starting our meetings in 2021 and taking only a 3-month closure for our      
Co-op, the Art Market, during 2020. It is a real thrill to know, after almost 60 years, that our Art 
Guild is still healthy and actively fulfilling its mission of encouraging great art in our community. 

As we approach the last quarter of the year, we start to think about next year, which means  
losing some of our Board members and committee leads and opening the opportunity for other 
members to get more involved. Our Board Trustees (June Kiefer, Stephanie Strong and John 
Trax) form our Nomination Committee and are looking for members who want to contribute    
a little more to the growth of the Guild. To name a few openings, we need folks to work on     
Venues, Shows, and Programs. One of our Trustees will vacate at the end of the year (this is 
a 3-year position), Secretary Claudia Weintraub is stepping down, and I will not be running for 
President, although I may continue helping in another capacity. 

Our August meeting presenter, Linda Marshall from WashiArts of Blaine, brought us a wonderful 
story of the history of Japanese art paper and a lovely display of the various types of paper. The 
story and the papers were so inspiring that we will be seeing Linda again to present part 2 for  
us – examples of how artists around the world are incorporating Japanese handmade papers  
into their creations. We are working on bringing her back for the October meeting. Meantime, 
Linda enjoyed our company so much, she has joined the Guild – welcome! 

The September meeting is our next Art Challenge, titled “Marine Life of The PNW” organized    
by Beth Roberson and her Challenge Team. More on page 4 about how to enter – all types of    
art and medium are welcome.  

If you are interested in joining the Board, helping on a committee, or know someone who would make a great 
candidate, please contact June, Stephanie or John (jeffnjunekiefer@comcast.net, strong12@yahoo.com or 
john@zigzagmtart.com).  

In the meantime, it’s Fairhaven’s Sidewalk Sale on September 3, our Art Market is                
participating and the artists are red-tagging all kinds of items with lower prices. WAG members 
get to shop at the Art Market in advance of Sidewalk Sale Day, Friday September 2, great early 
shopping for the Holidays! Don’t miss out.  

   Enjoy the newsletter, and the start of Fall.      Pat Fisher 

 

mailto:jeffnjunekiefer@comcast.net
mailto:strong12@yahoo.com
mailto:john@zigzagmtart.com


Washi is produced in a way similar to that of ordinary paper, but relies heavily on 
manual methods. It involves a long and intricate process that is often undertaken in 
the cold weather of winter, as pure, cold running water is essential to the production 
of Washi. Cold inhibits its bacteria, preventing the decomposition of the fibers. Cold 
also makes the fibers contract, producing a crisp feel to the paper.  

Linda Marshall, owner of Washi Arts in nearby Blaine, gave an enlightening 

presentation about Washi paper at the August General Meeting.   

Linda is offering a 10% discount for online orders to WAG members through 
Sept 30, 2022.  Use code WAG822 at checkout. 

      Orders can be picked up at her studio in Blaine to save shipping charge. 

Contact info:  EMAIL:  linda@washiarts.com  (Try first)      
       PHONE: 362 488– 8520                                                                                                                       
       WEBSITE::  http://www.washiarts.com  

Linda will be back for PART 2 - a slide presentation of examples of various   
papers being used by various artists/mediums.  

Linda Marshall chatting 
with Pat Fisher. 

Washi is generally tougher than ordinary paper made from wood pulp, and is 
used in many traditional arts such as Origami, Shodo, and Ukiyo-e.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacteria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fibre
mailto:linda@washiarts.com
http://www.washiarts.com/


CANDICE CHRISTIE 

“Coastal Waters”              

Oil and cold wax                

Displayed at Colophon 

1st Place 2nd Place 

3rd Place 

   CLAUDIA WEINTRAUB 

            "A Bright Basket of Cheer" 

            Watercolor and pastel 

            Displayed at WAM 

  KAREN McCormick 
  "Nooksack Falls" 

   Oil 

   Displayed at Banner Bank,        

   Cornwall Ave 



         CHALLENGE ENDS SEPTEMBER 26                

     Bring your finished piece to the Sept Meeting!! 



There’s only 24 days remaining to finish your entry for the current Artists Challenge 
“Marine Life of The Pacific Northwest”.     

Below are examples to inspire you to finish your piece and bring it to the September 
26th Members Meeting. 

  “Fish” Artist, Claudia Weintraub   
 Watercolor & pastel 

      “Beachwalk” Watercolor    
 Artist, Beth Roberson 

       “Swirly Curly Starfish” Watercolor         
   Artist, Rachel Potter           

        “Leaping” Acrylic Pour               
 Artist, Sheila Steinborn   



1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven)  360 738-8564.  

September – cooling in the air? A few colored leaves floating to the ground? At the Art Market our artists 
are creating with an eye to Fall and Thanksgiving times. Art to wear? To give? To add to your home? To 
take to school as a memory of home? Thanks to our popular featured artist program, you can meet the 
artists and maybe try your hand, with their help. Our gallery is light and airy, a delight to browse. We are 
open 11-6pm daily, and our artists are here to greet you and ‘talk art’.  

August 29-September 4: Suzanne Perlmutter - Fused Glass and children’s books. Suzanne, originally from 
Rye, NY, has a passion for storytelling and the visual arts. She is a renowned glass painter, trained in the 
German techniques of glass painting. Through her travels, observing the world, she has become a writer 
and illustrator of children’s books. See samples of her glass work in our artists’ gallery online at 
www.whatcomartmarket.org, read about her books at www.tresamigosproducciones.com and come see 
her latest creations in our gallery. 

September 5-11: Alice Healy - Watercolor Artist. A lifelong student of the arts, Alice’s love for watercolor 
painting is inspired by Chinese brush painting, learned in Singapore. Retired from her career at WWU, 
Alice has turned her artistry to capturing her surroundings, the natural world and people of the 
Northwest in delightful watercolors. Her latest adventure is pet commissions, painting portraits of clients’ 
family pets. Check out her work in the www.whatcomartmarket.org artists’ gallery, come visit for her 
latest creations.  

September 12-18: Peggy Sullivan – Peggy Sullivan Books. Retired from counseling, Peggy is an                   
award-winning writer and illustrator of thoughtful, thought-provoking books for children and adults. Her           
delightful artistry is also available as notecards and prints. She is on-site Sunday, 18th, 1pm, for a reading           
of her newest book, ‘Montana Cats, a Tale of Winter’ followed by a demonstration of Microsoft Paint               
computer painting. Learn more about her at https://www.peggysullivanbooks.com/ and 

September 19-25: Jean Kinney – Painter and Handweaver. A Bellingham native and educator, Jean loves 
the challenge of translating the 3 dimensional world to the 2 dimensional world of the canvas, using 
pastels, watercolors, oils and gouache to bring her paintings of people, landscapes, birds, animals and 
flowers to life. Discovering fiber arts, Jean is also a handweaver, delighting in the colors and textures of 
yarn to weave her unique ‘shruggs’. On-site Saturday 24th, 1-3pm, she will demonstrate rigid heddle 
loom weaving, and Sunday 25th, 1-3pm, Jean will be painting a live model’s portrait in pastels. See her 
art at www.whatcomartmarket.org artists’ gallery, https://www.jeankinney.com/ and at the WAM for 
her latest creations.  

September 26-October 2: Carrie Trax, Zigzag Mountain Arts, photography and fiber arts. Carrie and   
husband John specialize in photographing everyday items, such as fruit, vegetables, landscapes, old 
buildings to show their real beauty and then converting their images into pieces of art for enjoying,        
or using around the home. Carrie’s passion is printing those photos on fabric and creating something   
beautiful and usable.  See her art at www.whatcomartmarket.org artists’ gallery and at 
www.zigzagmtart.com, come in and see for yourself.  

Saturday September 3, Sidewalk Sale in Fairhaven – our artists will be putting special prices on many of 
their items – your favorite may be amongst them!  

See all our artists’ work on our website www.whatcomartmarket.org. ‘Like’ us on Facebook or Instagram   
to get regular updates on our artists and their work (@WhatcomArtMarket). Keep up with our news, both 
Whatcom Art Guild and Whatcom Art Market, as part of the newly formed Whatcom Arts Project 
@whatcomartsproject (www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/). 

Special Events:   

http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
http://www.tresamigosproducciones.com
http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
https://www.peggysullivanbooks.com/
http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
https://www.jeankinney.com/
http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
http://www.zigzagmtart.com
http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
http://www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/


- 

Recently at the Art Market, accomplished art 
teacher Sheila Steinborn demonstrated tips on 
painting a landscape.  

During her demonstration, Sheila 
walked her audience through the   
process of an oil painting, to include
 planning,    
 good composition,   
 finding focal points,  
 brush strokes,   
 color theory and   
 completing the work.  

 Sheila Steinborn was one of the featured 
artists for August at the Art Market.  



        Our WAM artists will be participating and many of         

    them will be putting special prices on their items. 

     Now’s a good time to do your Christmas gift shopping!!!  

  Don’t miss the annual Fairhaven Sidewalk Sale which goes   
 September 3rd  

          10am to 5pm            
    All WAG members get to shop at the Art Market in advance of                

     Sidewalk Sale Day, Friday September 2  

Many of Fairhaven’s shops move their wares to the sidewalk. 

You’ll find special bargains, discontinued items, overstock 

and things you’ll want you never knew you could live without. 

SEPTEMBER 3rd 



WAG is looking for members to display their art at a Pop-Up Holiday 
Show at Bellis Fair Mall. This would be a great opportunity for ten or 
more artists to show and sell their work in a nice environment that 
provides food, restrooms, security and ample shoppers.  

 
WHEN:  November 25, 26, 27 and December 2, 3, 4  from 11am-7pm. 
 

COST:    $75 for both weekends, $37.50 for one. Booth-sharing permitted.      
     WAG will charge a 10% commission on all sales, of which half will       
     go toward our scholarship fund.         
     (We’ll also advertise the scholarship fund donation at the point of sale.) 

SALES:    Artists are responsible for staffing their booth and being their own  
      cashier. 

  SECURITY: The Mall will provide a vacant store to secure artwork & supplies 
         overnight. 

POC:      Please contact June Kiefer ASAP if you are interested. We need to 
     know who is committed before we sign a contract.    
     EMAIL: jeffnjunekiefer@comcast.net or CALL  360 671-6093 

Our space will be located in the middle concourse area between               
Kohl’s, Macy’s and the Food Court.   

mailto:Jeffnjunekiefer@comcast.net


  Illuminations: The Photographers of Cascadia 

Illuminations, an exhibition presented at the Jansen Art Center this autumn       

will  be an artistic gathering that’s without precedent in Northwest Washington. 

  

The exhibition will include more than 100 photographs, and will feature invited 

artists from among the photographers whose work has been published in the 

Adventures Northwest Magazine over the last ten years.  

There will also be a juried portion where photographers will be invited to submit up 

to five pieces for consideration by a rotating jury comprised of artists, curators, and 

other members of the regional arts community. 

• Jury decision notifications: Tuesday, October 4 

• Art Delivery day: Monday, October 17 

• Exhibit opens: Thursday, October 20 

• Exhibit closes: Friday, January 6, 2023 

Artists may submit up to 5 pieces of their own original photographs. 
  The submission fee is $35.00 for up to 5 pieces. 
 

Submit Your Art – Jansen Art Center  

For more information, click on the below link 

       Submission Deadline is Monday, September 26 

 Submission Deadline is Monday, September 26 

https://www.jansenartcenter.org/submit-your-art/


Karla Matzke  

Located on nearby Camano Island you’ll find the MATZKE   
FINE ART GALLERY which features Fine Art exhibits as well 
as a ten acre Sculpture Park. The Park is located under a     
natural temperate canopy, and has a place for artist classes 
and workshops. The Matzke Fine Art Gallery is owned and 
run by Snohomish Artist of the Year (1999) Karla Matzke who 
is best known for her singular work in soft pastels using a 
stunning hard-edged realism.  

Karla co-owned History of the World Fine Art Gallery 
with artist Jack Gunter on Camano Island for 18 years 
before she opened Matzke Fine Art Gallery and 
Sculpture Park. The 3000 square foot Gallery features 
prominent and emerging American and international 
artists. The ten acre park features world class 
sculptures, made of bronze, steel, glass, and stone.  

“Cama Beach” Pastel by Karla Matzke 

Matzke Fine Art and Design  

“Portal” Sculpture   
by Karla Matzke 

Explore more about Matzke Fine  
Art Gallery at the below link. 

Karla’s known as a hard edged realist painter, primarily using soft pastel, 
but she’s also an accomplished sculpture (see above) having many of her 
pieces on display in the Sculpture Park as well as in private collections. 

http://matzkefineart.com/sculpture-park
http://www.matzkefineart.com/


The Sculpture Park is 
currently exhibiting 
more than 150 works.  



September 24th 

October 29th 

Here’s a great opportunity to learn Raku 

and tour the Matzke Fine Art Gallery!! 



SIG Facilitator, Belinda Botzong 

 
SQUALICUM HARBOR  
While the acrylics SIG is on hiatus until October 3rd, three members of the group, 

Belinda Botzong, Janille Dutton, and Rachel Potter have joined creative 

forces to put on a pop up shop down at Squalicum Harbor.  
 
AT “THE PORTAL” 

Refind Creations owner Belinda Botzong will host WAG artists and fellow  

acrylics group members Janille Dutton and Rachel Potter as they set up a   
display at Waypoint Park in the Port of Bellingham container village, known as 
“The Portal” on September 12-25 from 1-8pm.  
 
 Janille Dutton’s Heartistry will be featuring beautiful gifts and art made 
 with acrylic pour techniques.  
 
 Baby Bird Designs (Rachel Potter) will be joining the pop up September 
 18-25 with her adorable baby clothing line.  
 
 Belinda will have hand decorated crates of succulents, collage art, 
 windchimes and Windcatchers, and greeting cards.  
Special guest Savannah Powers from Ethereal Wellness in Everett will pop in      
on a few days to offer her amazing line of vegan beauty and wellness products.  

If you haven’t been to Waypoint, come on down and grab lunch, or dinner at one of 
the several local food trucks, watch the action trackside at the bike park, stroll along 
the beach and check out the Granary building as well. If you like to support local, this 
is as local as it gets!    



SIG Facilitator, Beth Roberson 

 
The SIG members   
are getting together to 
share their own ideas 
and to work on         
individual projects for 
a few sessions. 

The watercolor interest group has paused for a while to work more 
on all of the new ideas generated during the five demos presented.  
 
 



 

Belinda Botzong got into the Schack gallery for Schacktoberfest 
2022 with her collage titled “Autumn Equinox” shown below.  
 

The harvest-themed Schacktoberfest goes September 8-October 1 and 
features glass pumpkin patch artwork by over 100 local artists in the 
Schack Art Center, a Silent Auction in the Mezzanine Gallery, and  
"Make It Now" pumpkin sessions in the hot shop.  

        ADMISSION IS FREE! 

For directions and other information about Schacktoberfest click 

on the below link.  

           https://www.schack.org/events/schacktoberfest/  

Look for Belinda’s totes and 
makeup bags – below featuring her 
“Petals as Paint” designs in the 
gallery gift shop during your visit.  

https://www.schack.org/events/schacktoberfest/
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“T. WALKER, PROFESSIONAL TRAILRIDER”  Colored pencil, 18 x 18.  

CP Artist 

* Honorable Mention, Southwest Art Artistic Excellence 2020   

* 28th Annual Colored Pencil Society of America International       

Exhibition  2020 – Derwent Award for Exceptional Merit $1000   

Giddy Richt is new to the medium of color pencil, having 
started about six years ago. Her background is in faux   
finishing and murals. No longer able to do such arduous 
work, she has happily stepped back into the studio to 
study portraiture in a representational style with a little 
modern twist. There are so many aspects of portraiture to 
learn she is sure it will take the rest of her life to begin to 
get to a point of where she is satisfied with her work. 



 
CP Artist 

The most interesting thing to 
Giddy is finding those few 
seconds of an expression that 
conveys the sitter’s emotion.  
 
That fleeting moment and her 
questioning her ability to 
capture it is what keeps her 
going back for more  

“I SEE”  Colored Pencil on canvas 20” x 16”  

COLOR MAGAZINE'S 22ND ANNUAL MEMBER  SHOW     
1st PLACE Advanced category         
BEST OF SHOW Overall 

Giddy works exclusively on 
canvas because she loves 
the texture and ease of 
execution, plus the result of 
presentation. Using her 
pencils, brushes, and  
odorless mineral spirits, she 
works in a back-and-forth 
dance of drawing until the 
desired level of realism is 
achieved.  
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            “REALLY?”                   
Colored Pencil on canvas 20” x 16”  

             

CP Artist 

“MOOD”  Colored Pencil on canvas 20”x 22”                                                                           
ACCEPTED into the 20th Annual Colored   
Pencil Society of  America International        
Exhibition, 2022  



     WAG General Meetings Will be at    
       Our Savors Lutheran Church   
              1100 Harris Ave, Bellingham/Fairhaven 

I-5 

The Artist Challenge entries will be judged      

     at the next WAG general meeting on               

         Monday, Sept 26th at 7pm. 



THE DIRECTORY IS FOR WAG MEMBERS ONLY  

AND SHOULD NOT BE SENT TO NON-MEMBERS.   

 

WAG members can now access the directory by clicking on the below link,       
and providing their username and password which was recently emailed 
to them..         

WAG MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

    https://whatcomartguild.org/memberdirectory/ 
 
 
 
For login assistance, members can email Tracy Webster 
   at membership@whatcomartguild.org.  

The WAG Membership Directory is updated the first of each month.   

https://whatcomartguild.org/memberdirectory/
mailto:membership@whatcomartguild.org


 We’re introducing a new recurring article for the Newsletter titled 

                                 
The first member to provide the correct answer will win $20. 

Email answers to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com.       

If you don’t guess correctly at first, try again and again, and again. . .  

Can you name the below well known artist?

Hint: photo was taken in 1893 at age 19. 



“Spartan” Oil on canvas 48” x 30”                   
Best in Show -  $25,000                                    
ARC Purchase Price - $22,000 

The Art Renewal Center  

Leading the revival of realism in the visual arts, is the Art Renewal Center (ARC) which  
is a non-profit, educational foundation that hosts the largest online museum dedicated  
to representational art.  

         Below is the 2021 Best in Show which was purchased by the ARC for $22,000. 

The ARC is the foremost and only vetting   
service for representational art schools       
ensuring that the teaching curricula and  
quality of teacher and student work meets 
strict standards to become ARC Approved.  

The ARC also runs the ARC Salon                 
Competition, which is the largest and most 
prestigious competition in the world for      
realist artists painting, sculpting and drawing 
today with eleven categories and thousands 
of works competing, culminating in a         
traveling live exhibition of many of the      
winning works.  

In 2021 the ARC received 4,941 entries 
from 83 countries and purchased 11 new 
works for the ARC collection, valued at 
over $140,000.   

The highest award, Best in Show, which is a 
$25,000 prize, went to Robert Liberace (USA) 
for his entry of “Spartan”.  

To visit the ARC website, click on the below 

https://www.artrenewal.org/ 

  -30-
SELYA  

https://www.artrenewal.org/Museum/Search
https://www.artrenewal.org/Atelier/Search
https://www.artrenewal.org/Salon/Home
https://www.artrenewal.org/Salon/Home
https://www.artrenewal.org/15thARCSalon/Home/Exhibition
https://www.artrenewal.org/15thARCSalon/Award/BestInShow
https://www.artrenewal.org/15thARCSalon/Home/Artist/27989

