March 1, 2022
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME STARTS March 13th

From The President . . . . Difficult times, yes?
My intent is not to get into world politics in our newsletter, but judging from
comments from friends, family and our customers at the Art Market, the battle for the
Ukraine is clearly on many people’s minds. It has replaced Covid as the Elephant in the Room. In times
like this, I find solace in the companionship of family and friends and joy in the relaxation of my craft. As
the prayers rise for the wisdom of our world leaders in resolving the problem of peace for the Ukraine,
I find myself remembering words by Jimi Hendrix –

"When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace".
Back in our local world, we are continuing on, finding our new normal to celebrate the love of art with
our Guild members and our community. Plans are ongoing to set up Special Interest groups – many
thanks to those who provided me with feedback to my February email on this topic. I enjoy receiving
your emails and talking with those I meet at the Art Market. A survey to pin down your opinion on which
interests to organize first will be coming out to you all within the next week.
Our next members’ meeting is scheduled for Monday March 28th, 7pm, at Our Saviours Lutheran Church
hall at 1720 Harris Avenue in Fairhaven. This is our first meeting of 2022, thanks to weather and covid
concerns, and information on the program will be coming to you around March 15th. Please plan on
attending and bringing along one of your art pieces for our Artist of the Month competition. Looking for
new inspiration? Our Library will be there. The hall is spacious and allows for an open and well-spaced
event. Information on the Church’s current Covid requirements will come with the later notice.
We continue to look for volunteers for two positions on the Guild Board to coordinate our monthly
programs and shows. Other Board members, with other responsibilities, are taking on bits and pieces,
but for our membership, we do need someone coordinating each thing, programs or shows, with the
help of other volunteers. Won’t you consider joining in? Even if you want to take it on with the help of
another Guild member, that’s ok too – I would love to hear from you. We have many members who will
volunteer to help make things happen, we just need someone to provide focus for those efforts,
schedule meetings, make some of the necessary contacts, and talk it up at Member meetings. It’s a great
way to learn more about what is going on in our local art world. Want to talk about it? Please contact me.
The weather is slowly changing, Spring will start this month. I wish you well with enjoying the opening
flowers and warmer air. And hope to see you on March 28th!

Pat Fisher
president@whatcomartguild.org

The month of March – ‘in like a lion, out like a lamb’! And March, the month of St.Patricks
Day and Women’s History Month. Time to encourage a spring in the step after the cold
and damp of winter. At the Art Market, our artists are bringing in new creations featuring
the lighter colors and textures of this wonderful awakening time.
Come visit, for home decoration, cotton and silk fashion accessories, soaps and lotions, jewelry, glassware
and our full selection of paintings, photography, woodware. We are expert at helping our customers find
that special gift, greeting card or something for themselves. Like what you see, but can’t choose? We have
gift cards. The Art Market is the cooperative for the artists of the Whatcom Art Guild and is open 7 days a
week, 11am to 6pm. Local Covid requirements apply.

Featured Artists: Since March is Women’s History Month, starting March 7th, each week we are
featuring the work of one of our very talented women artists for your enjoyment.
February 28-March 6: James Weaver - Dwin James Photography. James captures our beautiful local
landscapes, structures and natural surroundings and presents his photographs in many different and
attractive formats and media. Check out his work at https://fineartamerica.com/profiles/
james-e-weaver and https://www.etsy.com/shop/dwinjames and come into the Market to see his
latest creations.
March 7-13: Karin Silvernale - Acrylic Mixed Media. Karin walks the Pacific NW, capturing inspiration
from the life around her, experimenting with her art techniques and transferring to paper and fabric.
Come enjoy the results. @karin_silvernale
March 14-20: Grace Wyckoff - Good Graces Soaps, Scrubs & Lotions-a wide selection of soaps, salves
and body-care products. Good for body and Earth, Grace’s vegan products are all natural, plant-based
using organic oil infused spices, clays and herbs. Say ‘I care’ for yourself, for the Earth or as a gift of
Grace’s personal beauty products. www.goodgracessoaps.com.
March 21-27: Candice Christie - oils, cold wax and collage. Candice’s works are inspired by the beauty
of Alaska and the Pacific NW. Her beautiful, layered pieces have been shown and sold across the
continent. Enjoy the color and the diversity of her painting. Candice will be at the Market March 26
and 27, noon-2.30, to demonstrate collage and mixed media – come visit to see her process. See more
of her works at www.candicechristie.com.
March 28-April 3: Rachel Potter - Rachel’s Dreamscapes. New to the Art Market, Rachel’s art is
whimsical, and dreamy. Working on canvas, art paper, woodgrain, fabric, using oils, acrylics, and
pastels, Rachel creates colorful human and animal figures. As a wall hanging, framed picture or
decorated baby onesie or t-shirt, Rachel’s pieces will bring a smile.
www.rachelsdreamscapes.blogspot.com.
Are you an artist looking for companionship of other artists? Visit the Market, talk to our artists,
think about joining the Whatcom Art Guild, attend regular meetings and maybe showing your art in
our co-op gallery. Check out www.whatcomartguild.org for information on signing up. Check out
our artists’ creations online at www.whatcomartmarket.org. ‘Like’ us on Face book or Instagram
for regular updates @WhatcomArtMarket.
Our address? 1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven). Our phone number? 360 738 8564.

RESULTS
The January 1st newsletter featured a “Guess the Medium” contest for WAG
members. A prize of $50 was to be awarded to the member who guessed the
most correct answers. The selection of mediums to choose from were
Watercolor(WC), Colored Pencil,(CP), Oil and Pastel
The contest photos and the correct answer (medium) are provided below.
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Claudia Weintraub is the winner of the

“Guess the Medium” challenge and will receive

$50 CASH!

Congratulations Claudia !

What is Art Nouveau?
'Art Nouveau' is French and means 'new art.'
As artists we are familiar with the term Art Nouveau, but what really is Art Nouveau?
The term 'Art Nouveau' is French and means 'new art' and it involved a philosophy that
beautiful things could benefit the people who saw them.
Art Nouveau, also know as the Modern Style emerged in the 1880s and lasted up to the
beginning of World War I. It spread through all of western European and American countries
with a significant level of industrialization. Despite its general unity, it had slight local differences,
but always remained modern and cosmopolitan. Nature was the primary source of inspiration.
Plants from botanical studies, animals, and deep-sea organisms are present in a wide variety of
Art Nouveau works.
Art Nouveau first appeared as a term in the 1880s in the Belgian journal L’ Art Moderne to
describe the work of Les Vingt, which was a group of twenty painters and sculptors who sought
reform through art. They opposed the separation of the fine arts, such as painting and sculpture,
from the so-called lesser decorative arts. This group was influenced by the teachings of William
Morris and the Arts and Crafts movement (examples pictured below).

In the United States, Art Nouveau is often referred to as Tiffany Style, thanks to the
high profile work of Art Nouveau jeweler and glassmaker Louis Comfort Tiffany,
creator of the iconic Tiffany lamp.

Art Nouveau architecture was a reaction against the academic art, eclecticism
and historicism of 19th century architecture and decoration. It was often inspired by
natural forms such as the sinuous curves of plants and flowers. Other characteristics
of Art Nouveau were a sense of dynamism and movement, often given by asymmetry or
whiplash lines, and the use of modern materials, particularly iron, glass, ceramics and
later concrete, to create unusual forms and larger open spaces. Beauty and design were
just as important to functional objects like buildings as they were in fine art, and architects
became some of the most prominent practitioners of Art Nouveau.

What is Art Nouveau?
Prominent Art Nouveau architecture was succeeded by Art
Deco architecture, which became a dominant style in the
1920s, differentiating itself with its use of bold, striking,
geometrical forms and high profile skyscrapers such as the
Chrysler Building in NYC (right).
Key Characteristics of Art Nouveau Architecture
Art Nouveau style is inspired by the natural world, characterized
by sinuous, sculptural, organic shapes, arches, curving
lines, and sensual ornamentation.
• Common motifs include stylized versions of leaves, flowers,
vines, insects, animals, and other natural elements.
• Decorative elements found on the inside and outside of
buildings include intricate mosaic work, stained and curved
glass, and decorative wrought iron.
•

The Gamble House in Pasadena, California (below), is an
outstanding example of Art Nouveau’s American Arts and
Crafts style architecture. The house and furnishings were
designed in 1908 for David and Mary Gamble of the Procter
& Gamble Company.

Elevator door in the Chrysler Building

The Gamble House

What is Art Nouveau?
Hotel Tassel by Victor Horta is one of the most famous examples of Art Nouveau architecture
in the world. Images of the iconic interior staircase seem to perfectly describe the ideals of Art
Nouveau. The wallpaper, metalwork of the railings, curved designs of the steps, and the overall
architectural space all come together to create one artistic work completed with the prescribed
freely flowing organic lines. This perfectly represents the design aesthetics of this decorative
art movement.

Hotel Tassel

Indoor stairway of the Hotel Tassel

What is Art Nouveau?

Curvy Shapes
Another characteristic of Art Nouveau
architecture is the curvy shapes of the
arabesques. Straight lines contrast with
shaped curves, and spirals to create a
sense of harmony and beauty.

Decorative Style
At first, decoration was just an element, an
addition to an object. As the Art Nouveau
style evolved, decoration became one with
functionality. It was a mirror of how society
tended to see itself through its possessions.
In fact, this narcissism later became the
morality of Art Nouveau. It relieved society
from its labor and provided an idealized
and optimistic self-image.

What is Art Nouveau?
Agility and Lightness
Finally, the result of each artwork,
whether a building or a chair, had an
obvious intention to create flexibility,
tranquility, optimism, agility.

Socio-Economic Situation
Despite the beauty and lightness of Art Nouveau, there was also a dark side to it. It tried
to hide the submission to the capital, the economic and moral humiliation, even the terrible
condition of the labor class. Overall, the enthusiasm for this new “spring” of climbing
flowers in business centers stopped at the end of the metropolitan city where the suburbs,
the factories, and the ghettos of labor houses began.

So, Art Nouveau was associated more with the social
and economic situation, rather than the technological
evolution. The movement wanted to use the artists’ work
in the frame of capitalism. Therefore, Art Nouveau
remained an elite form of art whose by-products were
only available to the masses.
Furthermore, this is the reason why Art Nouveau
disappeared so quickly. The deterioration of the social
classes, which led to World War I, proved in fact that Art
Nouveau was based on a false utopia.

As a style, Art Nouveau rose quickly and declined by around 1910, but in its desire
for modern expression and its use of non-traditional shapes and forms, it proved to
have a more long-lasting influence. It's sometimes called the first modern style and
impacted later styles like Art Deco and Modernism.

2021 LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR
“Comet NeoWise” (right) photographed
by Tanmay Sapkal, of Marin, California.
With this photo, Tammy recently won
the 2021 Landscape Photographer of
the Year.

The following are some of
the top finishers:

“Creation” Fagradalsfjall Volcano, Reykjanes peninsula,
Iceland, photographed by Itai Monnickendam, Israel

2021 LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

“Compelled by the Core” photographed by Daniel Laan, Moddergat, the Netherlands

“Fire” photographed by Marcin Zajac, Yosemite National Park, USA

2021 LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

“Long To Be” photographed by Kai Hornung, Highlands, Iceland

“Incoming” Cape Disappointment, WA, photographed by Gavan Hardcastle, Canada

2021 LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR

“Walking a Fine Line” White Sands National
Park, photographed by Richard Larsson,
Winslow AZ

“Reflector, Lake Bonney, South
Australia, photographed by Ben
Goode, Australia

An Unexpected Home For Polar Bears

The above image of a polar bear resting his arms on a window sill was awarded
1st Place by National Geographic’s photo contest in the ‘Urban Jungle’ category.

The polar bear photo series by Russia’s Dmitry Kokh was captured at the end of 2021. It
offers a rare glimpse of the vacant Kolyuchin Island between Russia and Alaska, which had
remained devoid of residential life since the weather station was retired in the 1990’s. The
images bring new light to such a forgotten place, and highlight the adaptability of wildlife
in a world so affected by humankind.

-30Seylah

