
   

With Christmas at hand, I thought we all could use a few “Feel 
Good” stories to brighten our spirits during this gloomy weather. 
Below are four true stories guaranteed to bring a smile or two. 

Getting a pet on Christmas morning is an incredible experience for any animal lover, but     
it can be hard to orchestrate the sudden arrival of a new dog or cat. In Franklin, Tennessee 
local shelter employees were more than happy to  serve as Santa’s elves. Staff members    
at the Williamson County Animal Center have volunteered to get up early on Christmas  
morning and deliver any animals adopted between December 17 and December 24,      
making sure that lucky pet-parents-to-be get the best Christmas surprise imaginable. 
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During November and December, Godley, Texas police are offering 
a fast track off the naughty list this holiday season. In lieu of fines 
for minor traffic violations, officers are handing out “tickets” (right) 
asking recipients to donate presents to the police department’s  
toy drive. Police chief Jordan told the town council that the  
department has thus far handed out a couple hundred of tickets, 
and added that he's now included clothing and school supply 
donations to the list. Due to it’s success they intend to offer the 
same “forgiveness” next year. 

When 6-year-old Landon Naumann’s bicycle was recently stolen, 
he and his mom went to the police station to report the crime. 
The officer who took the report thought the boy looked familiar. 
He realized why: Landon had previously made a visit to the local 
police station to drop off goodie bags for the local police force to 
thank them for all that they do for the local community. There was 
even a picture of Landon and his goodie bags on the wall. So, the 
police officers reached into their own pockets to purchase a new 
bike for the boy, which they presented to him as a Christmas gift.  

Every kid deserves to tell Santa exactly what they want for Christmas, but deaf children can have   
a difficult time communicating with their local St. Nick. Not kids in Racine, Wisconsin: The Santa  
at Racine’s Regency Mall learned sign language so he could sign with kids who are hearing       
impaired. He’s able to ask them—and they can tell him—what they want for Christmas. The 
warm fuzzy feelings of the holidays for those kids comes from feeling like part of a loving and  
caring community.       

From the Editor, . . . . . 

 Mt. Baker Sunrise, November 16, 2021  

http://nolensvillehomepage.com/animal-center-delivering-pets-to-forever-homes-this-holidays/
http://fox6now.com/2016/12/14/his-act-of-kindness-inspired-franklin-police-officers-to-pay-it-forward-after-6-year-old-boys-bike-stolen/
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article/72231/21-behind-scenes-secrets-mall-santas
http://wqad.com/2016/12/05/santa-claus-at-wisconsin-mall-able-to-communicate-with-the-hearing-impaired-i-can-sign-to-them/
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December at the Whatcom Art Market 

Excitement is in the air! The Holiday season is so very special to us all, particularly in these more     
trying times. Thoughts turn to warming get-togethers with friends and family, and our inspired local 
artists can help if that includes gift-giving.  

If you are looking for something wonderful to decorate your tree or the festive table, we can help  
there – check out our ‘decorator tree’, hung with all sorts of unique ornaments. For gifts, you will find 
a wide variety for your choice – painting, photography, jewelry, woodwork, glasswork, ceramics, soaps 
and lotions, handknit and woven fashions. We also have gift cards, for whatever value you select. 

The Art Market is open 7 days a week, 11am to 6pm. During this special month, we close at 2pm on 
December 24, Christmas Eve, and re-open at 11am on December 26, remaining closed on Christmas 
Day for celebration and relaxation. Local Covid requirements apply. 

Featured Artists: 

Our weekly featured artists create unique, decorative and practical items for gift-giving, for all ages, 
whether ‘big gift’ or stocking stuffer:  

November 29 - December 5: Tracy Webster, mixed media artist. Tracy ventures into many forms of     
artistic creation, primarily in acrylics and resin, producing eye-catching wall art and jewelry. From the 
smallest jewelry item to the largest wall piece, Tracy’s work attracts and delights. Come visit and be 
delighted! 

December 6 -12: Richard Bulman – Renaissance art and jewelry. Inspired by the classics, Rick’s art is   
a constantly changing selection of stone etchings and paintings, oil paintings, pastels, watercolors and 
jewelry – every piece a jewel in itself. www.bulmanfineart.com. 

December 13 -19: Rachel Potter - Rachel’s Dreamscapes. New to the Art Market, Rachel’s art is     
whimsical, and dreamy. Working on canvas, art paper, woodgrain, fabric, using oils, acrylics, pastels,                  
Rachel creates colorful human and animal figures. As a wall hanging, framed picture or decorated    
baby onesie or t-shirt, Rachel’s pieces will bring a smile. www.rachelsdreamscapes.blogspot.com. 

December 20 - 26: Pam Pontious - Pamda Bears, Soft Sculpture. Visit Pam’s heart-warming and    
smile-inducing hand-crafted critters, built from top quality fabrics. A treat for young or not-so-young! 
www.pamdabears.com.  

December 27 - January 2: Elvy Schmoker - Bear Art Studio. Elvy and husband Dave create sparkling 
sandblasted, etched glassware, glass decorations and unique jewelry. Etched glass bowls, dishes, trays 
and wineglasses – all great gifts. Come see her latest works in lightcatchers and resin ornaments.  
www.bearartstudios.com. 

Check out our artists’ creations online at www.whatcomartmarket.org. ‘Like’ us on Facebook or         
Instagram for regular updates (@WhatcomArtMarket). Keep up with our news, (Whatcom Art Guild   
and Whatcom Art Market) as part of Whatcom Arts Project @whatcomartsproject     
(www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/). 

           

   Address - 1103 11th St., Bellingham (Fairhaven)                                    Phone - 360 738 8564. 

http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
http://www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/
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(left)  Rod Haynes’ photo titled “On Electric Avenue”                       
will be on display at  Banner Bank (Cornwall Branch) 
during December. 

Linda Smith’s fused glass necklace will be     
on display at the Art Market during December. 

“On Electric Avenue”, photo  

At the November 22nd WAG General Meeting, only two members entered their art in the Artist 
of the Month (AOM) competition. Those two members (below) will display their art in a local 
venue during December.   

We encourage members to bring their art to share at the monthly WAG General Meetings. 
Completed work is eligible to compete for AOM, and if voted in the top 3 they will be eligible to 
display their art at a local venue.  

Members are also encouraged to bring works-in-progress to share with others. This would be 

a good opportunity to solicit feedback from the audience of artists about your project.   
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 Annual        

 MEMBERSHIP RENEWEL 

 
It’s that time of year when WAG members need to renew their membership.  
Please take a moment to complete and forward your 2022 Membership renewal form.   
 
Click on the link below to renew online today.  
https://whatcomartguild.org/product/wag-membership-renewal/ 
 
Or, if you prefer to mail a check with a renewal form filled out, click on the below link 
to download a membership form and forward it to the address provided below. 
https://whatcomartguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WAG_brochure_2019.pdf 

 
 Whatcom Art Guild 
 P.O. Box 3005 
 Bellingham, WA 98227 
 

Current 2021 WAG memberships will expire December 31, 2021.  
Please renew before January 1, 2022 in order to get listed in the updated Membership         
Directory.  The next published version after the January issue will be April, so you 
don’t want to be late. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Tracy Webster 
WAG Membership Director 

Questions regarding membership can be sent to membership@whatcomartguild.org    
 
Thanks! 

https://whatcomartguild.org/product/wag-membership-renewal/
https://whatcomartguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WAG_brochure_2019.pdf
mailto:membership@whatcomartguild.org
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AHA! A House for Arts:Artist Ruby Silvious Season 4 Episode 47 - Bing video  

Her paintings on tea bags, some inspired by her travels 
around the world, have been featured in numerous 
publications including CNN Travel, The Guardian, Der 
Spiegel, North American Review, Good Morning America, 
ABC News, and Ripley’s Believe it or Not.  

    

Ruby Silvious’  

Ruby was educated in the U.S. and Asia and holds a Master’s 
Degree in Graphic Design. She currently lives and works in 
New York’s Hudson Valley. Her art is exhibited internationally, 
and is featured in public and private collections.  

Ruby Silvious is internationally recognized for her miniature 
paintings and collages on used tea bags. She draws, paints, prints 
and collages moody, evocative and sometimes whimsical art on 
used teabag paper and other discarded items. Click on the below 
link to see her process via her YouTube video.  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=RUBY+SILVIOUS&&view=detail&mid=DB88CDA37757F644D378DB88CDA37757F644D378&&FORM=VDRVSR
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Ruby Silvious’  

She mostly uses gouache paint, watercolor and ink, and she 
works with other discarded material as well. 

       Painted brown eggs.             Painted egg shells.               Painted acorns. 

          Painted leaves. 
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Ruby Silvious’  

RUBY’S TIPS.  Choosing the right canvas and understanding the canvas is important.  
Ruby has discovered that different brands of tea bags use a different fiber, or material for 
their product. Some would be thinner, some were more transparent than others, making 
it more difficult to control your medium. Even while choosing the right paint, a similar   
conflict occurs since watercolor, for instance, cannot be used the same way you would   
if you were painting on watercolor paper because the tea bag paper is so porous.   

Ruby decided to create a routine for herself by painting daily. She realized that it was 
imperative to do so to help structure her day and reach her maximum capacity. For 
this reason, she found the size of a tea bag manageable and very realistic, and the task 
of painting didn’t seem so daunting. And because she had started with a smaller sized 
canvas it was easy to decide what to paint the next day. 
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Ruby Silvious’  

On January 3, 2015, when Ruby first started her “Tea Bag” art, she set a goal to produce a 
drawing each day for the remainder of the year.  She called her project “363 Days Of Tea” 
which became a visual daily record of her impression of the moment, using the emptied-out 
tea bag as her canvas, and altering it to create a new work of art every day for 363 days.  

Creating art “categories” allows you to go to a particular subject category to come up 
with ideas for what to draw each day. Below are a few selections of Ruby’s “Museum 
Goers” collection. 

Once the series was complete, she began pondering upon the idea of a book, and when the 
marketing agency where she worked closed down, she decided to freelance from home to  
create her book titled “363 Days Of Tea”,192 pages. Since then, she’s produced a second   
book titled “Reclaimed Canvas”, 200 pages. Both books are available to purchase on Amazon. 
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 The Pacific Arts Market is back!  

Get your Christmas shopping “FIX” by attending the Pacific Arts Market 
 this December. You’ll find dozens of vendors, many of which are  
 WAG members who will be offering their beautiful wares for sale. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

      Mark your calendar for the     

first 3 weekends in December. 

Located at 1125 Sunset Dr. 

next to                   . 

    10am to 6pm 

Dec. 3-5, 10-12, 17-19 

X X 

X 

X 
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In 1812, Catherine Paul moved from Greenwich, Massachusetts, with her husband, William, 
their four sons and William’s widowed mother to the frontier town of Solon, in what would    
become the state of Maine. There, Catherine sewed the below bed cover quilt, embroidering     
it with images of family members and the tower of the town meeting house.  

.  

This past October, the Boston Museum of Fine Arts opened a new exhibit featuring 58 
quilts and bedcovers spanning 400 years of U.S. history, including masterpieces by African 
American artisans in the rural South, tributes to Civil War soldiers, the transcontinental 
railroad, and modern works that push boundaries both aesthetic and political.  
Often patched together from myriad scraps of fabric, quilts have long offered an easy 
metaphor for the diversity of a sprawling nation.   
Presented in this article are 6 of the 58 quilts along with their history which were on 
display at the exhibit.   

https://www.mfa.org/news/advance-exhibition-schedule#quilts
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Esther Wheat's quilt is an example of a glazed wool fabric, not only used for bedding, but also 
petticoats in the eighteenth century. The shiny surface was achieved by calendering, a process 
of applying heat and pressure with metal plates or rollers to a worsted fabric. In Esther's quilt 
the high sheen of the fabric enhanced the elaborate quilting of the large feathered heart and 
two pineapples surrounded by a scrolling vine with flowers.  

Esther Wheat made this quilted indigo-blue wool bed cover for her dower chest in the 1790s. 
Esther, a twin, was born in 1774 in Conway, Massachusetts. She married Benjamin Lee in    
1799 and died at Canastota, New York in 1847. Esther's quilt was passed down through five         
generations of women before being donated to the Smithsonian in 1973. 
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At the time of the donation, Rachel Burr Corwin’s quilt was considered by the curator to be 
a valued addition to the Museum’s collection of old cotton prints. The curator stated “one 
has to be amazed at the work required to piece together patches of ½-inch dimensions.” 

The 15 1/2 inch “Feathered Star” pieced blocks are set diagonally with sashing pieced in the 
“Garden Maze” pattern. These are framed by a 6-inch pieced border. An 1829 date was given 
on a note pinned to the quilt. Small quilted floral motifs and outline quilting, 7 stitches per 
inch, complete the quilt. 

Rachel Burr, daughter of Samuel Burr and Sibyl Scudder Burr of Massachusetts, was born 
March 3, 1788 and married Samuel Corwin of Orange County, New York on October 14, 
1809. They had four children. Needlework examples by one of their daughters, Celia, are also 
in the Collection. Rachel Burr Corwin died March 14, 1849, in Orange County, New York. 



 13 

Sarah Ann Young’s initials “S.A.Y.” are inked on the back corner of this pieced and 
appliqued quilt. The Whig's Defeat design is a classic of Southern quilt making. Early 
examples are often found in Tennessee where the name and the quilts may relate to the 
1844 Presidential election. Kentuckian Henry Clay, a Whig, was defeated by Tennessee's 
James Polk, a Democrat---hence the name Whig's Defeat.  
According to family information, Sarah Young made this quilt and two others as a teenager, 
probably with the assistance of her mother, Elizabeth Young. The cotton fabrics used to 
create the “Whig’s Defeat” pattern were home dyed. Between and around the large motifs 
are appliqued flowers. All of the motifs are appliqued directly to the white cotton ground 
fabric, not made in blocks. It is quilted, 7 stitches per inch, with outline quilting on the motifs 
and circles on the white ground. 
Sarah Ann Young was born in Preble, Ohio on July 28, 1849 and died in Greenville, Ohio, 
April 20, 1936. The quilt descended in her brother, John Franklin Young’s, family. 



 14 

Lydia Pearl Finnell may have made this parlor throw for her trousseau. It exemplifies the  
fancy needlework techniques popular in the late 19th century. Highly decorated items such 
as this, were often placed in the parlor to display the maker’s needlework skills. 

There are 82 patches of fabric that make up this extensively adorned parlor throw. The 
central irregular patches are framed by an eight-pointed star made of 2-3/8 inch strips of 
black silk pile, giving it the name “Star Quilt.” Each patch is decorated with flora of pansies, 
sumac, thistle, etc. or fauna e.g., frogs, chicks, swans, owls, etc. motifs.  

Satin, French knot, plush and outline embroidery stitches are among those techniques used 
to embellish the parlor throw. The competent use of the plush stitch is evident on many of 
the motifs. This stitch produces loops that are later cut, combed, and sculpted with scissors 
to give a three dimensional effect to each motif. The lining is red wool embroidered with 
small daisy motifs. A braid attached to the 2-7/8” border of black silk pile completes the quilt. 

Lydia married Bushrod 
Allin (1871-1942) of 
Harrodsburg on 
November 8, 1899. 
Lydia died March 31, 
1949 in Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky.  

Lydia’s “Star Quilt” is a 
unique example of 
extraordinary design 
and needlework skills, 
truly a “star” in the 
Collection. 



 15 

Ellen Harding Baker was born in Ohio or Indiana, in 1847, and married 
Marion Baker of Cedar County, Iowa, on October 10, 1867. Ellen had  
seven children before she died of tuberculosis on March 30, 1886. 
The wool top of this applique quilt is embellished with wool-fabric applique, 
wool braid, and wool and silk embroidery. The lining is a red cotton and 
wool fabric and the filling is of cotton fiber.  

The large item in the upper left of the quilt is surely the “naked-eye comet” that blazed into 
view in the spring of 1874.  

The design of this striking and unusual quilt resembles illustrations in 
astronomy books of the period. Included in the design is the appliqued 
inscription, “Solar System,” and the embroidered inscription, “E.H. Baker.”  

Mrs. Baker likely began this project in 1876, as per the “A.D.1876” in the lower right corner, 
and it took her seven years to complete. 

The Sun is in the center of the quilt, and the fixed Stars are at the outer edges. Around the  
Sun are the orbits of Mercury, Venus, Earth and Moon, and Mars. The four curious clumps   
beyond Mars represent the asteroids. The first asteroid is Ceres, then there is Jupiter with     
its four moons and Saturn with its rings. There are six moons orbiting Uranus.  
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In 2016, a sharp-eyed shopper at a Massachusetts estate sale bought an unframed 
drawing on a whim (below-left). The unframed, yellowed linen featured an elegant 
sketch of a mother and child. The shopper simply thought that it was a wonderfully 
rendered piece of old art, so he purchased it for $30 and stored it in his home.  

       The sketch bore one of the art world’s most well-known monograms - 
       that of Albrecht Dürer’s “A.D.”    (See below left). 

    

    -30-             
    Seylah 

 

                      Attributed to Albrecht Dürer, 
     “The Virgin and Child With a Flower 
             on a Grassy Bank”, circa 1503  

Multiple scholars now say that the delicate ink sketch is an authentic Dürer 
drawing that could be worth upward of $50 million.  

It’s also an art historical rarity as the sketch—likely a preparatory work for a      
circa  1503 painting—is the first “totally unknown” drawing by the artist to       
resurface since the 1970s.  

https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/durr/hd_durr.htm
https://blog.dorotheum.com/en/ad-the-masters-monogram/

