
November 15 2021 

Recently, broadcast journalist Anderson Cooper interviewed well 
known Trumpeter, bandleader, composer, and multiple Grammy 
Award-winner and Oscar nominee Terrence Blanchard who I’m 
familiar with. Blanchard has performed with such notables as 
Lionel Hampton to Lady GaGa. He has composed over 60 musical 
scores for motion pictures and has served as the Creative Chair for 
many Symphony Orchestras. In fact, there’s very little that he hasn’t 
done, except compose an opera for “The Met”. . . that is until now.   

I love music, although I can’t play a note. My love for music came from my Father who   
ALWAYS had music playing in our house from Big Band to Beethoven, but never opera.  

Terrence Blanchard 

On September 21st of this year when The Met reopened it’s doors after an 18-month shutdown,    
it decided to make a grand and historic gesture by showcasing it’s season premier of Terrence 
Blanchard’s “Fire Shut up in My Bones” (“Fire” for short) which marked the first opera presented  
by a black composer in the company’s 138 year history.  

“Fire” was warmly received by the audience.  And “Fire” was not just a one-time invite. By  
night’s end The Met extended an offer to have Blanchard compose another opera.  

During the interview, Blanchard explained how shocked he was when 
The Metropolitan Opera contacted him to request that he compose and 
present an opera for them. Referencing a ledger from The Met which 
dated back to it’s 1883 inception, Blanchard pointed out the names of 
numerous individuals with exceptional pedigrees that had applied to 
The Met to consider an opera which they had composed. All of the  
female and African American artists had been turned down.   

This is ART at it’s finest; for Art like this erases barriers and brings people together.  

From The Editor, .  .  .  The Times They Are a-Changin’. 

Opera has an etiquette (I researched this) and the one golden rule is silence. Sit attentively in the 
dark house, don’t talk during the performance, and absolutely do not hum along with the music.  

 

 

 

 

 

For the traditional haughty opera audience, “Fire” was an unexpected experience where the       
orchestra, the vocal soloists, and the chorus were a part of the audience, and the dancers were  
performing a step dance (above) rather than a classical ballet which surprisingly got the audience 
out of their seats and clapping their hands to the beat which stopped the show with a 5 minute 
standing ovation. BRAVO! 

The 1964 song The Times They Are a Changin’ by Bob Dylan is the archetypal protest song. It’s a ballad that 
carries with it hope for a brighter future and the lyrics are universal, and transcend the passage of time. 

https://lemonwire.com/2019/02/21/song-of-the-day-the-times-they-are-a-changin/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Times%20They%20Are%20A-Changin'%E2%80%9D,transcend%20the%20passage%20of%20time.
https://lemonwire.com/2019/02/21/song-of-the-day-the-times-they-are-a-changin/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CThe%20Times%20They%20Are%20A-Changin'%E2%80%9D,transcend%20the%20passage%20of%20time.


Ever felt inspired to take action after seeing a beautiful piece of art?  

An international non-profit organization based in Hawaii is changing behaviors worldwide 
using art as an advocacy tool for ocean conservation. 

The PangeaSeed Foundation is an organization working to protect our oceans since 2009. 

They operate under what they call “the SEA” approach: Science, Education, and Artivism 

which is the concept that marries art and activism as a tool for advocacy.  

The most significant project the PangeaSeed Foundation runs is Sea Walls: Artists for 

Ocean Murals a groundbreaking public art program that brings the oceans into the streets 

around the world. They collaborate with many renowned contemporary artists to create 

large-scale public murals that address the oceans’ pressing environmental problems. 

Mural in Napier, New Zealand 

https://www.pangeaseed.foundation/
https://seawalls.org/
https://seawalls.org/


Sea Walls: Artists for Ocean Murals 
was born in Sri Lanka in 2012 when 
local artists decided to create a mural 
(right) within a fishing village to 
advocate for the sustainability of manta 
rays, which are heavily overfished 
throughout the world.  
 
It was a light bulb moment where they 
realized that by harnessing this power 
of public art, they could engage people 
in a way that most organizations don’t 
have the capability to do.  

https://seawalls.org/


Since PangeaSeed started the program, they have 
created more than 400 ocean advocacy murals in 
over 17 countries with close to 300 artists.  

PangeaSeed also has an on line store where they sell Artivism Print Editions 
(above) to raise funds. Visit https://shop.pangeaseed.org and “shop” for Artivism 
Edition Prints then click on a print to read about the artist. 

Artivism Print Editions  



November is  

Native American  
Month 

Robert Redbird Sr. (July 22, 1939 – March 5, 2016) was a   
Native American artist who painted in order to preserve 

and communicate the Kiowa culture.  

He was born in Lawton, Oklahoma, in 1939. His     
grandparents on his father's side raised him from birth 
after his parents rejected him due to his suffering from 
epilepsy. His grandmother was of Hispanic descent and 

his grandfather was of Kiowa descent. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiowa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lawton,_Oklahoma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epilepsy


Native American  
Month 

He is known primarily 
for his blanket-wrapped 
figures and depiction of 
Kiowa folklore.   

    

         

 

Redbird's work features Kiowa culture, history, stories, and legends passed      

down to him by his grandfather and by William Tenedah, his wife's grandfather.  

He worked in several media, 
but is most well known for 
his airbrush paintings. 



Native American  
Month 

Robert’s son, Robert Redbird Jr. is also a prominent Native American artist. 

            His work is featured below. 



 
       raffiti and street art have both often served to deepen the rift of         
misunderstanding between young and old, but there’s one art organization 
in Lisbon, Portugal that’s working to change that.  

LATA 65 works to destroy age stereotypes and turn senior citizens into 
street artists by providing them with spray paint cans, masks and gloves and 
finding them free spots in the city to tag up and paint! 

It all begins with workshops, where the students discover the history of street 
art and learn how to create their own stencils. They then find run-down parts of 
the city to jazz up with colorful tags and stencil art. 

 

Their mission is two fold: 

1.) Bring vibrant color to communities with the blight of poverty, and         

2.) Use Graffiti as a way of vaulting the intergenerational culture gap that exists         
in modern society.  

 

https://theplaidzebra.com/gun-crimes-poverty-and-political-instability-my-adventures-in-venezuela/


By helping the elderly understand that things that were once considered deviant 
(like graffiti) have now become a prominent form of art in public space, they hope to 
inspire a greater understanding of youth culture.  

By showing that senior citizens are just as tough as unruly teenagers, the hope is 
that they can find something in common.  

LATA 65 has taken over 100 senior citizens on street art campaigns 
to the neglected neighborhoods of Lisbon.  



LATA 65’s goal is to connect older and younger generations through art, to help 
the elderly engage in new forms of contemporary art and, most importantly, to  
              let them have fun.  



WAG Board of Officers 

During the months of November – December 2021, we will be voting for Board Members for 2022       
per the WAG by-laws. In preparation, we would like all WAG Members, to consider stepping up as         
a candidate for any of the “need to fill 2022” WAG Board positions listed below.  
 
If the President position is not filled, WAG will have difficulties continuing as a nonprofit Guild per the 
Articles of Incorporation that are filed with the State of Washington. All activities, including Whatcom    
Art Market, could be in jeopardy of reduced activity, or closing if these critical positions are not filled.  
There are at least three past presidents that are willing and available to provide valuable knowledge     
to help the new President get started. WAG has been a valuable source of support and comradery      
to artists for more than 60 years. Please don’t let this artist-led group fade away! 
 
If you as a member want WAG to continue sponsoring booths at large shows (saves artist’s costs)    
and/or have art hangings in public venues (e.g. Colophon), WAG needs members to step up and        
organize them as VP shows and Venues Coordinator.  If these positions are not filled, WAG will no 
longer be able to offer these benefits to its members.  As with the President position, members with  
past experience with shows and venues are available to train and assist new volunteers. Please give   
all the members access to group support and opportunities to show their work to the public by            
volunteering for one of these positions. 

BOARD POSITIONS TO BE APPROVED BY THE MEMBERSHIP FOR 2022:  
 1. President – need to fill for 2022 - mandatory 
 2. VP-Shows – need to fill for 2022  
 3. VP-Programs – Linda Smith will continue in 2022  
 4. VP-Marketing – Carrie Trax volunteering for 2022  
 5. VP-WAM Chair Peggy Alexander-will remain in 2022  
 6. Treasurer - James Weaver-will remain in 2022  
 7. Secretary – Claudia Wein will continue in 2022  
 8. Membership Director – Tracy Webster will remain in 2022  
 9. Trustees – 1 position open:  

 a. June Kiefer – will fulfill her 3rd yr in 2022 
 b. Stephanie Strong – will fulfill her 2nd yr in 2022 
 c. John Trax – volunteering to take 3yr position 2022 – 2024 

  Thank you,    
 
   Pam Pontious, Trustee                  pamdabears@yahoo.com 
   June Kiefer, Trustee                      jeffnjunekiefer@comcast.net 
   Stephanie Strong, Trustee            strong12@yahoo.com 

Email Board election will open on Monday morning November 29 and close at noon Sunday December     
5, 2021.  Any email votes with a time stamp later than 12:00pm Dec 5, 2021 will not be counted. 
The email ballot will be sent out early Monday November 29., 2021. The voting process for the Board  
members will be similar to the process we used for member opinions on general meetings.  A simple     
YES or NO reply will be all that is needed.  
 
More detailed instructions for approving the slate of officers by the active members will be explained in     
an email to each active member prior to the ballot email. 

Non-Board positions needed for 2022:  Venues Coordinator 
            Shows Chair (assists VP shows) 
     These positions are not Board members, therefore not elected. 



http://james-e-weaver.fineartamerica.com   

Fine Art America (FAA) is one  
of the primo online outlets for  
an artist’s work.  Their clientele 
comes from most everywhere 
around the globe. This provides 
a terrific display of diversity as 
well as an abundance of        
competition.   

FAA has also developed an 
astounding array of products  
onto which an artist’s image can 
be applied to the satisfaction and 
enjoyment of the customer.  

To view James’ other pieces on 
file with FAA, click on the below 
link. 

Recently, WAG member James Weaver’s photograph  
“Davey Jones View Blocker” (below) was chosen as a 
“Feature of the Week” in the Fine Art America 
group “The Outdoor Photographer.”   

http://james-e-weaver.fineartamerica.com/


The Whatcom Art Market (WAM) is a co-op gallery featuring over 40 local artists from  
Whatcom and Skagit counties, and the San Juan Islands.  Located in historic Fairhaven,  
the Market features paintings, art prints, photography, woodworking, art glass, etched   
glass and metal, textiles, sculpture, jewelry, greeting cards, and much more which makes 
us Bellingham’s largest cooperative art gallery. It’s no surprise that WAM was awarded 
“Bellingham’s Best” Silver Award the past two years. 

 

If you would like to add your name to the wait list to sell your art at the Market, email the 

required information (below) to one of the following: 

  Elvy Schmoker—bearartstudio@gmail.com      

  Tracy Webster—tracy.webster@me.com       

  Candice Christie—cmchristie45@gmail.com      

  Peggy Alexander—WAMchairman2019@gmail.com  

Include the following in your email:          

  * Your Full Name    * Phone Number (land & cell)   * Email Address         

                             * Your Medium * 3-5 Photos (.jpeg) of your work     

Join The 

Welcome to the Whatcom Art Market. 



 

For Sale:  4 Grids: 2' x 4' (right) 
 
Grids will be available upon closing of the 
downtown Allied Arts Holiday Festival.  
 
If picked up at the downtown location on   
December 26 or 27, they will be free. 
 
If picked up afterward at my apartment, they 
will be for sale for $10 (all 4).  
 

Contact Camille Brighten at 360-216-5935. 

 
Contact Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com if you would like to 
advertise in the newsletter any art-related products For Sale, or 
For Free, or if you are in search of any art-related product which 
other members might be willing to part with. 



The grizzly was discovered by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game in the city of 
Tok after officials received reports of a baby bear wandering alone near a neighborhood. 
“Jebbie” as they named him was much too young to be away from his mother, so 
they took action and contacted the Detroit Zoo who agreed to adopt him.   

A few months later, Jebbie and Laerke who were born under tough circumstances 
are now growing up together as best friends.  They wrestle, play with toys and spend 
their days together. 

 

 

               An orphaned grizzly cub is found alone and starving in Alaska.  

    A sickly polar bear cub named “Laerke” is separated from her  
 family at the Detroit Zoo and had to be hand raised.  


