
   

September 15, 2021 

Saying good bye to Summer — Why so SAD? 

Why do we recognize seasonal changes as we do? While there has been much study on 
the subject, one thing is certain, Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD) can come into play with 
the changing seasons. 

When I was younger and still in school, letting my hair down and enjoying the warm, sunny 
summers was a right of passage.  It wasn’t until I was working to support myself that   
Summer became just another season. Nothin’ special about summer when you’re working 
full time. And after tending to laundry, cooking, and house cleaning on days off, little time 
remained to pursue fun things like going to the beach, taking in a movie with friends, or 
even enjoying a good book. Like most folk, once school ended, I began working to support 
myself which left little time to pursue other interests which for me was mainly art. 

As long as I can remember, art has been at the top of my list of things to pursue, but it    
remained in the background until I retired from the workforce and was able to return to   
college.  

On a path towards a Liberal Arts degree, my first art class was Art Fundamentals where I 
studied the skillsets of Form, Depth & Value, Perspective, Composition, and Lighting. An 
argument can be made that Anatomy, Color and Rendering are necessary fundamentals of 
art as well; I’ve certainly found them to be essential given my art style of realism. 

Sometime ago I purchased a good book titled Art Fundamentals: Color, Light,         
Composition, Anatomy, Perspective, and Depth . It’s long been my “go-to”art 
source. And, if I’ve learned anything about art, it’s that the best way to get better at art is 
to practice, practice, practice.  

It’s been nearly 30 years since my Art Fundamentals class, and I am just now enjoying the 
fruits of my learning. Drawing now gives me pleasure and a sense of calm and belief in my 
capabilities. Drawing is no longer a struggle.  

As we age, things which seem important during our youth, no longer matter. They’ve been 
replaced by other interests. I’m no longer distracted by the time of day, the weather, or 
what season it may be.  My days are now filled doing art, no matter the season.  

From the editor, . . . .  
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     The following WAG artists had their art juried into the current                                     

     Jansen Art Center Fall Exhibit:  

 Irene BARCLAY   Camille BRIGHTEN   Jean KINNEY   Joyce NORFOLK       

      James PAPP   Brian SIMPSON   Stephanie STRONG 

The Jansen Art Center FALL JURIED EXHIBIT 

Irene Barclay  

“Ferndale Grain” Oil 24” x 29” 

Camille Brighten  

“Butchart Garden Cafe” Watercolor   5” x 19” 
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The Jansen Art Center FALL JURIED EXHIBIT 

Jean Kinney 

Joyce Norfolk 

 "Fairhaven Marine Park in Gouache"  
 Gouache on Watercolor Canvas Board.  
            Cold Wax Finish 11” x 14” 

Painted plein air at Fairhaven Marine Park.  

“Birds of a Feather” Colored Pencil              “The Lookouts” Colored Pencil 
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The Jansen Art Center FALL JURIED EXHIBIT 

James Papp 

Brian Simpson 

“Leaves” 
Photography under glass 15” x 15” 
 

“No Instinct Allowed”       
Acrylic 11″ x 14″  
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The Jansen Art Center FALL JURIED EXHIBIT 

Stephanie 

“Chuckanut Bay & Samish River” 
Silk Painting 15″ x 15″  

“Fall in the Mountains” 
Silk Painting 15″ x 15″  
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She branched out from luxury items into 
photorealistic drawings of everything from 
Andy Warhol's Polaroids, to Gucci bags and 
a pair of boxing gloves (right) purchased by 
boxing legend Floyd Mayweather. When 
singer Kanye West learned that Hendry was 
working on a crumpled $100 bill with his 
face on it (below), the singer purchased it 
(for an undisclosed amount).  

Australia’s CJ Hendry’s path wasn’t always a straight-shot to artistic 
success.  A few short years ago Hendry, who had dabbled in art since 

she was a child, decided to quit her retail job at Chanel, drop out of 
college where she had been studying architecture and finance for seven 
years, and pursue a full-time career as an artist even though she has 
had no art training.  

While many artists prefer to exhibit their work 
through art galleries, social media provides many 
other promotional opportunities. Right from the 
start, Hendry posted her drawings on Instagram 
and her work was discovered over night. 
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Today her immaculate pen on paper drawings of luxury shoes and handbags carry a hefty 
price tag — like $50,000 for one of her large drawings of a deliberately crumpled Armani 
shopping bag (below) which was purchased prior to completion. 
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Hendry’s latest series captures the intricate details of varieties of flowers in massive, 
hyperrealistic colored pencil renderings which have been referred to                                  

as trompe l'oeil drawings.  

 

https://mymodernmet.com/colored-pencil-drawings-rorschach-blots-cj-hendry/
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A big payday is possible if you’re lucky enough to find a well-known artist’s painting   
at your local thrift shop, or yard sale. Newly discovered works can go for millions of 
dollars to high-end art collectors.  

Such is the case of a California man who found an  
original Andy Warhol painting in a Yucca Valley,         
California thrift shop. 

At first, he wasn’t sure what he had and put it away in 
his attic. It was only after seeing a story on TV about 
another Warhol painting found in Las Vegas that he   
realized the signature on his painting was a match. 

The estimated value of his Warhol painting, called “Boy 
with Birdcage” (left), was $2.5 million. The purchase 
price totaled $40. 

 

 A new Warhol painting discovered. 

A Philadelphia woman's bold taste in 
jewelry paid off when she picked up what 
she thought was a cheap necklace for $15 
at a flea market in 2005. 

Three years later, she was sporting the 
piece at an Alexander Calder exhibit at the 
Philadelphia Art Museum when she began 
to notice some similarities between her 
necklace and others on display. 

As it turned out, her necklace was an 
authentic 1940s work by the famed 
sculptor valued at around $300,000. 
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An Indiana man purchased the above original painting that he liked from a 
nearby thrift shop for $30. Some time later he started to realize the value of the 
painting while playing Masterpiece, a board game about art that included a 
similar painting by the 19th-Century American painter Martin Johnson Heade. 
Further research revealed the painting titled “Magnolias on Gold Velvet Cloth”, 
was in fact painted by Heade. The painting appraised for $1.2 million. 

 

When Robin Darvell bought a box full of old junk at an auction in England for 
around $46, he didn't think much of the postcard-sized painting inside. He 
tucked it in a drawer for more than 10 years until passing it along to his son Rob. 

Intrigued by the faint signature on the back of 
the landscape, the younger man decided to 
try to uncover its story. 

His curiosity paid off in 2013 when father and 
son learned the painting was an original work 
by early 19th-Century English artist John 
Constable worth over $390,000. 

https://www.nytimes.com/1999/06/04/arts/painting-packs-a-million-dollar-surprise.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1999/06/04/arts/painting-packs-a-million-dollar-surprise.html
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Celia Clarke and the WAG Plein Air Painters recently 
visited Tiff's Dahlia's at 7942 Kickerville Road, Blaine. 
They have a vast selection of Dahlia’s and frogs which 
adorn the many colorful flowers. 

Phyllis Smith 

WAG Plein Air Painters  

Arlene Mortimer 

Barb Chandler Charles Gorrel 

at Tiff ’s  
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Beth Roberson   and   Celia Clarke 

          Your Artists Challenge Team 

ON HOLD 

Hello Members, 
 
Since we have not received any entries for the Photography Challenge, we did a little 
asking around and have learned that our artists are super busy this fall with many 
shows and activities in preparation for the upcoming holidays. 
 

Because of this, we would like to put the Photography Challenge on hold.  
 
Hang onto those photos though as we will definitely reissue this Challenge honoring 
our photographers at a later date—soon!  
 
Good luck to all on the many upcoming shows and fall activities you are involved in! 
 
 

 
 
By the way, if you have any input on topics for future challenges please email 
Beth or Celia. We are always looking for  fun new ideas to add to our challenge 
list. We are especially open for ideas that involve many medias so we are sure 
to include all of our talented members. 
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The first city council passed several notable ordinances. It prohibited it’s10 saloons 
from occupying prime lots on the main street (Toppenish Avenue) and it relegated      
saloons to the side streets.  

    Visit      
Toppenish 

City of   
Murals 

Looking to get away for a few days, but not sure where to go? Why not visit Toppenish 
Washington, “The City of Murals”? 

The Toppenish Murals began in 1989 with the 
inaugural "Clearing the Land" mural (right).  

The idea for murals was formed when state 
seed money (investment money) was distributed 
to small communities in correspondence with the 
state’s centennial celebration.  

The citizens of Toppenish decided use the   
money to revamp their tired town by doing      
historical murals, and hosted the first annual  
MURAL-IN-A-DAY event in which an entire    
wall-sized mural is painted in one day by a    
dozen or more artists.  

Toppenish was an important railroad 
shipping center for livestock and in1884 
not long after the town was incorporated, 
the Northern Pacific railway depot was 
built and the town took off.  
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    Visit      
Toppenish 

City of   
Murals 

Since the first mural was completed, a Mural 
Society was formed and the organization has 
completed 78 additional murals, including a 
single mural in a day each year on the first 
Saturday in June. Hundreds gather to come 
and watch paint dry. 

  
The Mural Society has sustained the mural 
program since 1989 based solely on private 
donations and support. The board meets once 
a month and governs the creation of new 
murals, the location, the maintenance and      
up-keep, fundraising, etc. The criteria set by 
the board is that they must all be historically 
accurate from 1840 ish -1940 ish and be 
historically accurate to the area.  
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These are not just murals, they are exceptionally high quality pieces of art,     
with dimensional effects that are truly amazing . 

    Visit      
Toppenish 

City of   
Murals 

*There’s also a very nice Northern Pacific Railroad Museum in town as well.   
*There’s several nice hotels/casinos in or near Toppenish. 
*There’s many ways to get there, but the least expensive is to drive (4 hours). 
*The “Mural Tour” is the best way to see the murals (below).         
 

Helpful information if you’re thinking about going to Toppenish. 

Northern Pacific Railroad Museum  

The “Mural Tour”  

Downtown Toppenish is a very charming story book town. 
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Shortly after the auctioneer's gavel fell, 
“Girl With Balloon” demolished itself.  

The piece unexpectedly lowered itself 
partially through a shredder that had been 
built into the bottom of the frame 
unbeknownst to anyone, producing a 
partially shredded canvas.         

With some of the image hanging down in 
strips, the piece was swiftly carried off. 

"Girl With Balloon," one of 
the most recognized works 
of the England-based street 
artist known as Banksy, 
fetched a hefty $1.37 million 
at a Sotheby's  auction in 
London recently. 

Sotheby's referred to the incident as a moment of "instant art world history." Collectors 
now have a chance to own that piece of history. The partly-shredded work — which 
has since been renamed "Love is in the Bin" — will be auctioned at Sotheby's in  
London on October 14, and it’s expected to go for $5 to $8 million — a huge jump 
from the original selling price . 
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     -30-             
    Seylah 

Lee’s likeness was first unveiled on May 29, 
1890. Designed by French sculptor Antonin 
Mercié, the work depicts a larger-than-life Lee 
in a heroic position astride a horse which stood 
atop a 40-foot-tall, pink granite pedestal.  

The equestrian statue’s removal was the latest in a series of major changes along Monument 
Avenue, a historic thoroughfare in the Virginia state capital—also the former capital of the 
Confederacy. Last summer, in the wake of widespread protests against racial injustice sparked 
by the police murder of George Floyd, the city took down four other Confederate statues that 
once stood along the tree-lined avenue. 

All told, local and state governments across the country removed at least 168 Confederate 
symbols in 2020—a dramatic increase from years prior. 

On Wednesday September 8th, hundreds of people gathered near a central traffic circle in   
the heart of Richmond, Virginia, to witness a historic event.  Just before 9 a.m., a crew of city 
workers hoisted a 21-foot-tall, 12-ton bronze statue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
from its pedestal and placed it on a truck bed which then took the statue to an undisclosed 
location. 

https://apnews.com/article/health-george-floyd-richmond-coronavirus-pandemic-virginia-ef38b113472437fc7ae9fa49412e5f94
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/virginias-governor-wants-spend-11-million-reinventing-confederate-monument-180976574/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/virginias-governor-wants-spend-11-million-reinventing-confederate-monument-180976574/
https://virginiahistory.org/learn/why-richmond#:~:text=Why%20was%20Richmond%20made%20the,the%20South's%20second%20largest%20city.
https://virginiahistory.org/learn/why-richmond#:~:text=Why%20was%20Richmond%20made%20the,the%20South's%20second%20largest%20city.
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/158-resources-understanding-systemic-racism-america-180975029/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/heres-how-artists-are-responding-killing-george-floyd-180975036/
https://apnews.com/article/us-news-ap-top-news-levar-stoney-richmond-virginia-b27b2bfce3ecefe13c917a69a59cd9da
https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/museums/on-richmonds-evolving-monument-avenue-myth-and-ugly-lies-run-deep/2020/07/28/03a2084a-d032-11ea-9038-af089b63ac21_story.html
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/confederate-monuments-across-country-coming-down-180975052/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/us-removed-over-160-confederate-symbols-2020-more-700-remain-180977096/
https://web.archive.org/web/20171021220308/https:/www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/Cities/Richmond/127-0181_LeeMonument_2006_NRdraft.pdf

