
   

   One World Trade Center            
complex today. 

“One World Trade Center (NYC) illuminated in recognition of the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001” 

WAG  Newsletter 

The September 11 National Day of Service and Remembrance is a 
chance to pay tribute to those killed and injured on September 11, 2001, 
as well as first responders, and the countless others who serve to defend 
the nation’s freedom at home and around the globe.        

   Remember to fly the flag on 9/11. 

One World Trade Center complex 
on September 28th, 2001. 

September 1, 2021 
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The number of first responders who deserve to be honored for their courageous 
efforts after the September 11th attacks is many, but a new Midtown mural of one 
particular firefighter serves as a symbolic honor to ALL of those brave men and 
women. The above mural by Brazilian artist Eduardo Kobra, was painted on eight 
stories of a building on East 49th Street and Third Avenue.             

The image replicates a photo of FDNY member Mike Bellantoni “overcome with 
exhaustion and despair” on 9/11. 

9/11 Art 

https://www.6sqft.com/new-911-memorial-monument-honors-first-responders-exposed-to-ground-zero-toxins/
https://www.6sqft.com/new-911-memorial-monument-honors-first-responders-exposed-to-ground-zero-toxins/
http://www.eduardokobra.com/
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Gretchen Leggitt 

       Bellingham’s Muralist 

Walking around Bellingham, you'll notice lots of color on the sides 
of buildings and in alleyways. In large part, these murals and 
street art are thanks to Bellingham artist, Gretchen Leggitt.      
Over the past several years, Gretchen has worked on pieces 
strewn about town. 

As you visit the downtown and surrounding neighborhoods, be sure to take your 
time. Look around in the alleys and sides of buildings and restaurants. You will 
surely find Gretchen’s signature murals filled with color, life, and mountains. If 
you’re downtown grabbing lunch at the Culture Café, climbing at Vital, walking 
down Holly Street, or biking past the pole in the Fountain District, keep your eyes 
peeled for splashes of color and epic landscapes, you might just find your favorite.  

From Boundary Bay’s Cedar Dust Alley to the largest mural in Washington State 
(below) located on Puget Sound Energy’s Encogen Facility on Cornwall Avenue 
that spans the length of two football fields, Leggitt is leaving her mark on the   
city of renewed excitement.  

Cornwall Avenue 

https://www.gretchenleggitt.com/
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Mural at Green’s Corner (James St.) Bellingham 

Mural in progress at the       
Bellingham Herald building 

Murals at the Mt. Baker Theater 

Gretchen Leggitt  Bellingham’s Muralist 

Mural in progress at the Ciao Thyme         
building on Unity Street. 
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Mural on the Kona Bike Shop, Bellingham measures 20ft by 75ft. 

Gretchen Leggitt        Bellingham’s Muralist        Bellingham’s Muralist 

Two Mt. Baker murals. 

Take a walking tour of Gretchen’s art at: 

The Kona Bike Shop: 1622 N State St., Bellingham 
Puget Sound Energy: 915 Cornwall Ave., Bellingham 

Horseshoe Cafe: 113 E Holly St., Bellingham 

Ciao Thyme: 207 Unity St., Bellingham 

Kombucha Town: 210 E Chestnut St., Bellingham 

Check out Gretchen’s work here, follow her on Instagram, and see our video.  
Be sure to keep reading for our full interview with this muralist leaving her  
mark on  Bellingham! 

https://www.instagram.com/p/B4fYCjipim8/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B3M30AgJLtb/
https://www.instagram.com/p/B2lEeO9JC0G/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bk84Jqwgj5a/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bk84Jqwgj5a/
https://www.gretchenleggitt.com/
https://www.instagram.com/g2legit/
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Pyrography 

“Baker and Chair 1” Pyrography on Maple. 

“Mt. Rainier” Pyrography and Acrylic on Birch. 

 

Pyrography is the free handed art of decorating wood or other materials with 

burn marks resulting from the controlled application of a heated object such as       
a poker. It is also known as pokerwork or wood burning and Gretchen is good at it. 

“Clarity—Mt. Shuksan”                           
Pyrography, stain, & colored pencil          

on basswood.. 

Gretchen Leggitt’s 
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          There were a total of  81 votes cast by 30 members!  
     Many thanks to those who voted. 

    

June Kiefer - $25                     Jan Olmey - $25              Cristal McQueen - $25 

    Janice Hartwell         
$10 Gift Certificate                

Art and Happiness Store.  
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Email your entries via jpg to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com.       

Include the following:  

              Category (Novice or Advanced),  

                  Cell phone or Digital camera used, 

             Title of photo and location taken –tell us about the photo.   

 

    Cell Phone vs Digital   

We haven’t received any entries YET! 

for submissions is 12 noon   

Let’s learn from each other once again by sharing ideas 
and information about photography this month! 

Photos taken with a “tablet” counts as a cell phone photo.  

Your photo here Your photo here 

Beth Roberson   and   Celia Clarke 

          Your Artists Challenge Team 

REMEMBER! 
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Aquabord is a surface you can paint on instead of watercolor paper. 
A couple of benefits of using this surface is once it is finished, you 
can seal it with a spray varnish and display it without needing glass.  
 
Another plus is, if you don’t like something about your painting, you 
can lift the paint back off and redo an area, or even start over. This 
certainly isn’t possible with regular watercolor paper. 

 Bev Davis 

Unfortunately, Aquabord is a little pricy, especially the larger sizes, and it’s not available 
everywhere. Amazon, Dick Blick, and Cheap Joe’s carry a variety of sizes and depths of 
Aquabord. 
I learned how to make a surface very similar to Aquabord from Ali Cavanaugh, an 
amazing artist who can be found on instagram or facebook.  
I will share the steps in case you want to try it out for yourself. 

MASONITE BOARD   You can buy a big sheet and cut it up, or I found some pieces cut to size 
        at Michaels. I think the process will work on other types of wood too. 

SUPPLIES NEEDED: 

flat, white, latex house paint 

A SPONGE ROLLER to apply the paint to the boards.  
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Fine sandpaper or sandpaper block. 

WATERCOLOR GROUND.  I used Daniel Smith brand. 

Using a sponge roller (a brush works too, but its harder for me to get it smooth with a 
brush) apply the house paint to the board thinly. Let it dry then lightly sand. Repeat 
this step 3 more times letting the paint dry completely between coats. (4 coats total) 
 

Next apply the watercolor ground. I used 
the sponge roller for this step too. Two 
coats of the watercolor ground seemed to 
be enough (let the ground dry between 
coats). Finally, once you have finished 
with the watercolor ground, let it dry 24 
hours before attempting to paint on it 
with your watercolors. You can draw on 
the surface with pencil first if this is how 
you usually paint. *Note -if you don’t like 
quite so much texture, you can lightly sand 
the surface after applying the watercolor 
ground.  

This sloth is my first painting using 
my homemade Aquabord. 
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In January of ‘09 I started a new series of figure studies. I begin each piece by studying 
the stone’s unique colors and surface contours to find just the right fit with the subject. 
Often the stone will strongly influence the choice of subject and composition of the piece. 
 
Next, I transfer my drawing onto the stone and use an etching stylus to engrave the   
outlines into the surface. The final step is using acrylic paint to fill in details, light and 
shadow, giving the subject a sculpted, 3D look. I sometimes use the stylus and         
sandpaper to remove paint and highlight the stone surface. 

WAG members Rick Bulman and Deb Dole will be opening their studio to participate in 
this year’s Whatcom Artist Studio Tour which goes the weekend of October 2-3 and 9-10. 

Rick Bulman  

I have been painting 
and engraving on 
stone for many years 
now, beginning with a 
series of architectural 
studies of the cliff 
dwellings at Mesa 
Verde National Park. 
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I am a woman, mother, artist, life partner, gardener, writer, ecologist and musician. 
I am a unique one-of-a-kind creation. So are my pieces.  I create them to honor the 
uniqueness in each moment. 
I paint mostly with acrylics and ink. My process is intuitive and felt, I start with no image 
of the final painting. 
First I lay down colors, patterns, textures, drips…..whatever draws me at the moment. 
Then, I stop and look, turning the canvas over and over…… waiting, sometimes days, 
until something emerges. 
Something I like, something that evokes an image in me, a sense of beginning, a 
shape….. 
From there the painting continues, often changing dramatically as I work with what is 
calling me….. 
I am drawn to: Glimpses of what previously existed, layers, colors and patterns. Hints 
of other realities peeking through organic shapes. 
My inspirations come from: The interplay of rhythms, pulses, textures of the world. 
Life’s doors, windows and layers.  Ever returning arcs of circles and spirals, patterns 
and shapes around me. 

Deb Dole 

A total of 22 local artists will be opening their studio doors for this year’s Whatcom 

Artist Studio Tour. For more information go to       

    Bellingham Artists | United States | Whatcom Artist Studio Tour  

https://www.studiotour.net/
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What Members Are Doing 

Belinda Botzong had her scanography 

titled “The Dahlia” (right) accepted by Nature 
Homage, a National juried exhibition which 
goes on display at d’Art Gallery in Norfolk 
(great name) Virginia. A total of 141 artists 
submitted entries and Belinda was one of the 
60 artists who were selected to display their 
art. The exhibition runs through September 
19.  

Belinda also participated in downtown Bellingham’s Art in     
the Alley project by painting doors donated by the Restore. 
All doors will be displayed on September 3rd during the      
First  Friday Downtown Art Walk and will be auctioned off      
afterwards. Proceeds from he door sales will go to a local        
non-profit.   
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Welcome Fall!  It’s the season when we start to focus inwards once more. Time to find 
something different for your home or yourself, maybe? Come to the Whatcom Art Market and 
enjoy the work of 45 unique local artists. Got visitors? Bring them in and help them find something 
memorable to take home. Our artists offer a wide variety of media – painting, photography, jewelry, 
woodwork, glasswork, ceramics, soaps and lotions, yarns and fabrics. 

 

Featured Artists:                         
Our weekly featured artists have traveled far and wide and bring their varied experiences to the     
creation of their art. Come visit, find a gift or that extra something for yourself.  

August 30-September 5:  Claudia Wein -  Pastel, Watercolor and Alcohol Ink painter. Inspired by her 
experience as a plein air painter, Claudia’s paintings and 3D art have won awards and popularity at 
the Art Market.  

September 6-September 12: Peg Alexander - Jewelry and Photography. Following a recent trip         
to her heritage home in Scotland, Peg is sharing her love for the country by creating unique                
photographs, books and puzzles. Come find something to take home to remind you, or to encourage 
a visit to the magic land. 

September 13-Sunday 19: Reka Zoltan - Woodcuts & Etchings. Inspired by her observation of people 
and nature, Reka expresses her art using graphic arts, drawing, lithographs, serographs (silkscreen 
printing ), woodcuts, watercolors and photography. Her art has an international flavor and has been 
shown in the U.S., Canada and Europe.  

September 20-Sunday 26: Judy Bishop - Photography & Jewelry. Judy’s passion is for color, pattern 
and texture. She has lived and worked in the U.S. and overseas and incorporates her ‘finds’ in her  
creations. Enjoy her colorful creations during the week, including as our featured artist during the 
Fourth Friday Art Walk.  

September 27 - Sunday October 3: Jeffrey St Rose - Digital Cosmic Imagery. A self-styled energy 
worker and visual artist, Jeffrey combines his love of color and cosmic imagery into art to encourage 
your self-discovery. Curious? Come visit or check out his website - www.azanon.com.  

Special Events:                   
Historic Fairhaven Sidewalk Sale, Labor Day weekend, September 3-5: At the Art Market, we will 
be celebrating the sale all weekend, Friday thru Sunday. Come in, find something you’ve always 
wanted at a sale price and enter to win one of our daily draw prizes.  

Fairhaven Fourth Friday Artwalk, Friday September 24: The Art Market will be open during the 
Artwalk, 5-8pm. Our featured artist will be Judy Bishop.  

Also check out our artists’ creations online at www.whatcomartmarket.org. ‘Like’ us on Facebook 
or Instagram for regular updates (@WhatcomArtMarket). Keep up with our news, (Whatcom Art 
Guild and Whatcom Art Market) as part of Whatcom Arts Project @whatcomartsproject 
(www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/). 

   Our address? 1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven). Our phone number? 360 738-8564.   

http://www.azanon.com
http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
http://www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/
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Did you know you can donate to WAG without spending a single penny? Seriously!  

Thanks to our friends at Fred Meyer and Amazon, you can shop and give to WAG for free!  

This is how it works, per each companies’ instructions: 

Fred Meyer’s Community Rewards Program: 

Visit https://www.fredmeyer.com. Once logged into your Fred Meyer account you can  
search for “Whatcom Art Guild” either by name or TD546 and then click Enroll. New         
users will need to create an account which requires some basic information, a valid email   
address and a rewards card. 

*Customers must have a registered Fred Meyer rewards card so they can link to WAG. 

*If a member does not yet have a Fred Meyer rewards card, they can pick one up at the      
customer service desk at any Fred Meyer. 

REMEMBER, purchases will not count for your organization until after you register your   
rewards card. 

Participants must swipe their registered Fred Meyer rewards card or use the phone number 
that’s related to it when shopping for each purchase in order for it to count. 

Amazon Smile 

Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra cost to you? 
Simply follow the instructions below to select "Whatcom Art Guild" as your  charity and     
activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of your eligible mobile app       
purchases to us. 

How it works: 

1. Open the Amazon app on your phone 

2. Select the main menu and tap on "AmazonSmile" within Programs and Features 

3. Select "Whatcom Art Guild" as your charity 

4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile app 

* Want to become a WAG sponsor?   

Click the following link to learn how: https://whatcomartguild.org/donate/. 

      Every little bit will help. 

https://www.fredmeyer.com.
https://whatcomartguild.org/donate/
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Hokkaido 

Arlene Mortimer found the    
hidden “smiley” which was on 
page 7 of the August 15th 
newsletter (left). 

She was rewarded with a $25 
VISA gift card. 

       Way to go Arlene! 
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     -30-             
    Seylah 

Extraneous details such as dog walkers and a factory building were removed by 
Gursky using digital editing. You may ask yourself what the fuss is about — why  
did someone decide to pay $4 million for it in 2011, making it the most expensive 
photograph sold at the time?   

The print was mounted onto acrylic glass then placed in a frame. The framed print 
measures 24 ft x 13 ft. Only six prints have been made, four of which are in museums 
(Museum of Modern Art, New York, Tate Modern, London, Pinakothek der Moderne, 
Munich, and Glenstone, Potomac), which alone partially justifies the price.   

“Rein II” 1999 Photograph (print) by Andreas Gursky 

Sold at Christies for $4 million. 

It seems to be one of those pictures you may accidentally take on 

holiday when the weather is bad. Rhine II by Andreas Gursky (left)

is not a photo we instantly feel an affinity to. It feels bland, boring, 

and even depressing when you first see it.  

https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-andreas-gursky-b-1955-5496716/

