
   

From the Editor, . . . 

As if I don’t sit on my tush enough doing two newsletters each month 
plus my art, now I have the Olympics to watch! I manage my viewing time 
by recording the Olympics during the day when I work on the newsletter 
and my art,  then choose what I want to watch at night.  This permits me to 
produce the newsletter AND create my entries for the upcoming Jansen 
Juried Fall Exhibit. Do you have your entry finished? There’s only one hitch 

to my grand plan - I lost my glasses. While I’m waiting for my new glasses to arrive, I’ve been    
using my backup glasses which are some 10 years old and too weak, thus resulting in a stiff 
neck. So far I’ve managed to complete two entries for the Jansen and I’m hoping to do one 
more before the submission deadline which is August 9th.  

“Lights illuminated during the opening ceremony of the (postponed) 2020 Olympics which 
took place on July 23rd, 2021. 

August 1, 2021 

    Just when we thought it was safe to go “mask less”!            

The CDC is now recommending that everyone, including those   
vaccinated, wear a mask while indoors to help fight the spread of 
the Delta variant.  Since I still have a good collection of masks, I   
decided not to wait until Governor Inslee mandates wearing masks 
indoors, and donned one this morning as I entered the grocery 
store. Afterall, if Tokyo can enforce mask wearing at the Olympics, 
then I should do my share and mask up as well when going indoors.  

But, I refuse to mask up when sitting in my living room watching 
the Olympics. 

I thought it appropriate to feature a few examples of Japanese art in this newsletter, so inside 
you will find an article on American sports and Olympian artist Steve Lester along with a few 
articles on my favorite Japanese art which I discovered during my two military tours to Japan.    

Lastly, I’d be remiss if I didn’t thank my cat “Jazz” 
for his help when creating this newsletter.          

He deserves the Gold Medal.                  

What would I do without his help? 

 

WAG  Newsletter 
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Shunmyo Masuno 
In Japan, designing Zen Gardens is an art, 
and Shunmyo Masuno is Japan’s leading 
Zen Garden designer.  

 Japanese Garden Art 

Above - Zen Garden created by Shunmyo Masino, Japan’s leading Garden Artist. 
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Japanese Artist  

Above - ”Under the Wave off Kanagawa”, color woodblock print, by Katsushika Hokusai.  

Born in Tokyo in 1760, Katsushika Hokusai (left) was a Japanese painter and 
printmaker best known as author of the woodblock print series Thirty-six 
Views of Mount Fuji (c. 1831) which includes the internationally iconic 
print, “The Great Wave off Kanagawa” (above). 
Hokusai created the Thirty-Six Views both as a response to a domestic travel 
boom, and as part of a personal obsession with Mount Fuji. It was this series, 
specifically The Great Wave print and “Fine Wind, Clear Morning” (below),     
that secured Hokusai’s fame both in Japan and overseas. While Hokusai's    
work prior to this series is certainly important, it was not until this series      
that he gained broad recognition. 

“Fine Wind, Clear Morning”, 1830-32, woodblock print. 

“Kajikazawa in Kai Province”, 1830-32,                 
       woodblock print. 

“Thunderstorm Beneath the Summit”, 1830-32, woodblock print.  

Katsushika Hokusai 

https://avxhm.se/graphics/Thirty-six-Views-of-Mount-Fuji.html
https://avxhm.se/graphics/Thirty-six-Views-of-Mount-Fuji.html
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 Japan’s Fall Colors 

Tō-ji, a UNESCO World Heritage Site is home to a considerable collection of 
impressive Buddhist statuary, and is known for a garden that is laid out in 
front of its five-storied pagoda.  

Eikan-dō garden is the most famous place for autumn foliage in Kyoto, and has a beautiful night illumination display.  

Autumn light-up at Eikan-dō  in Kyoto. 

Fall colors at Kiyomizu-dera, one of the most famous and celebrated temples in Kyoto.   

https://www.discoverkyoto.com/places-go/toji/
https://www.discoverkyoto.com/places-go/eikan-do-zenrin-ji/
https://www.discoverkyoto.com/places-go/eikan-do-zenrin-ji/
https://www.discoverkyoto.com/places-go/kiyomizu-dera/
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“Eric the Eel”   24” x 96”   Acrylic by Steven Lester 

Sports Artist  

With a degree in Visual Arts, American artist Steven Lester began 
his career as a commercial illustrator and soon became an art 
director and creative director for corporations and advertising 
agencies, winning more than 100 national and international 
awards.  He has painted internationally in Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, 
India, South Africa, Canada and the Caribbean. And his work is now 
in demand by corporations (McDonald’s, The Coca Cola Company, 
REI COOP, etc.), major universities, art collectors, athletes and 
private individuals across the globe.  

“Rising Star”   18” x  28”  Acrylic on canvas 
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Steven was invited to the 2020 
(now 2021) Summer Olympics in 
Tokyo to stage ‘live’ painting 
events (below) at multiple 
venues.  

Also, concurrent with the 
Summer Games, he will have a 
solo exhibition of his narrative, 
Olympic-themed paintings at 
the prestigious Tokyo American 
Club. 

“Setting the Pace”   24” x 96”  Acrylic  

Sports Artist  

Steven Lester 

“Persevering Through Pain”  46” x  62”               
 Acrylic and paper collage 

Lester at a “live painting” event 
during the Tokyo 2020 Olympics.  
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“Race Against Hate”   40” x 40”  Acrylic on canvas 

Sports Artist  

“Blind Archer”   40” x 44”  Acrylic and Collage on canvas 

South Korea's Im Dong Hyun is legally blind and set the world record for men's archery at the 
London Olympics. And that was no fluke — the record he broke was his own one from previous 
Olympics in Beijing and Athens. He captured gold medals there as well. The 26-year-old has 
20/200 vision in his left eye, which means he needs to be 10 times closer to see an object than 
someone with perfect vision. His right eye, with 20/100 vision, is not a whole lot better. 
  
Im says he could not read a newspaper at arm's length, yet he has no problem hitting a target 
the size of a grapefruit from a distance more than three-quarters the length of a football field. 
  
He says he relies on distinguishing between the bright colors on the target, with its rings of 
yellow, red, blue, and black. "When I look at the target,” he says, “it looks as if different color 
paints have been dropped in water… all I can do is try to distinguish between the different 
colors”. 
  
In a sport that demands incredible focus and sight, Im has overcome the strongest of obstacles 
and hits the mark every time. 
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“Soaring to New Heights”  42” x  54” Acrylic and collage  

Sports Artist  

Acclaimed sports artist, Steven Lester, was present at the American Sport Art Museum and 
Archives (ASAMA) to present his watercolor painting, "Upon Further Review". The painting 
features five referees conferring on the field, a common scene since video review can 
change controversial calls. 
  
Located in Daphne, Alabama the ASAMA has a collection of more than 1,800 pieces across 
all media, including paintings, sculptures, assemblages, prints, posters and photography. 

“Upon Further Review”   30” x 44” 
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Wildlife Artist 

If you’re attracted to wildlife art, as I am, then you will like Paul 
Marcocsy’s paintings. 

Born in Australia in 1945, since early childhood Paul was 
interested in drawing, but it wasn’t util 1978 that he became 
engrossed with wildlife art. After much research into ornithology 
and through self-taught efforts and experiments, he started to get 
the hang of it. A few years later he became a member of "The 
Wildlife Art Society of Australasia" and the very next year won 
first prize for best painting.  

South American Rosette Spoonbills 

Since then Paul was included in a book 
launched in 1990 featuring 70 of the 
best living traditional artists in Australia. 
He’s also had a book published on his 
own paintings.  

Australian Zebra Finches  20” x  20” 

In 1991 the Australia Post commissioned him to 
do a water bird series of stamps, and he was 
subsequently commissioned by the United 
Nations to paint a series of endangered species 
in 1994, which was released in Vienna. 

Kingfishers 24” x  32” 



 10 

In May, 2020 Paul was accepted into the Fabriano Acquarello Watercolor exhibition 
in Milan Italy where he won the experimental "Best in Muster" with his painting” 
Kookaburras” (above).                

Paul uses watercolor, gouache, acrylic and air brushes on his backgrounds to achieve 
a photo realistic effect.    

“Kookaburras”  30” x  22” 

Wildlife Artist 

Paul has had solo exhibitions in London and Japan, six solo shows in America, and two in    
Singapore.  His most meaningful accomplishment was to be chosen to exhibit at the 
prestigious "Leigh Yawkey Woodson Birds In Art" show in America. Of over 3500 entries, only 
80 were selected. Paul had his work chosen two years running in 1995 and 1996.   And in 
2006, he became the first Australian wildlife artist to have a solo exhibition in Hong Kong. In 
2010 Paul was featured in a four page article in the prestigious "Art in Watercolor" magazine 
which was released in Paris.  In 2014 he was on the front cover and had an article about his 
work in the first edition of "Creative Artist" magazine, and in that same year he was included 
in the "Wildlife Art Museum of Australia" book launched at the Sofitel Hotel in Melbourne.  

Australian Galahs 17” x 24” 
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Camille Brighten 

Featured Art of  

Camille Brighten (left) recently had her watercolor 
entry titled “Fruit of the Vine” (below) selected by the 
“Vino in the Village” event to advertise this year’s 
wine tasting walk tour. 

  Congratulations Camille!! 

 

Camille’s winning entry will 
produce much advertising  
for her (and the WAG).  

As the winning artist, Camille 
will receive two 
complimentary tickets to the 
wine walk (valued up to  
$100) as well as being 
acknowledged on all posters, 
handbills, and all online and 
print promotions.  

For information about the 
August 19th “Vino in the 
Village” event, click on the 
below link. . . . 

Vino in the Village - WhatcomTalk  

 
“Fruit of the Vine”  

https://www.whatcomtalk.com/event/vino-in-the-village/
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August! Beat the heat and indulge the senses - come to the Whatcom Art Market and enjoy the 
work of 45 unique local artists. Got visitors? Bring them in and help them find something memorable 
to take home. Our artists offer a wide variety of media – painting, photography, jewelry, woodwork, 
glasswork, ceramics, soaps and lotions, yarns and fabrics. 

The gallery is light and airy, a delight to browse, enjoy the art and meet local artists. We are excited 
once more to be open 7 days a week, 11am to 6pm daily. 

Our weekly featured artists bring a variety of photography and painting techniques, including oils, 
cold wax, acrylics, watercolors, pastels, collage and mixed media. Come visit, find a gift, or that extra 
something for yourself to celebrate the summer and our re-opening world. 

August 2-8: Candice Christie –  oils, cold wax and collage. Candice’s works are inspired by the beauty     
of Alaska and the Pacific NW. Her beautiful, layered pieces have been shown and sold across the       
continent. Enjoy the color and the diversity of her painting. See more at www.candicechristie.com.  

August 9-15: Mani Troutman – pastels and acrylic painting. With life-experience in medicine and world 
travel, Mani’s art is drawn from the inner child, displaying joy in nature, color and the world around us. 
Visit her at www.instagram.com/sunnyrainart.    

August 16-22: James Weaver – Nature and Architectural Photography. Drawn from family and         
childhood love of photography, James’ art captures inspired images of local landscape and architectural 
views, travel memories and Life with Oreo (come see for yourself!). View his art at 
www.dwinjames.com, www.james-e-weaver.fineartamerica.com.    

August 23-29: June Kiefer - Acrylic and Watercolor paintings. Celebrating the outdoor life, June’s     
fresh and whimsical art displays a love of our local marine life, both as wall art and decorated fashion         
accessories.  

August 30-September 5: Claudia Wein - Pastel, watercolor and alcohol ink painter. Inspired by her      
experience as a plein air painter, Claudia’s paintings and 3D art have won awards and popularity at     
the Art Market.  

Special Events: 

The Fairhaven Fourth Friday Art Walk, Friday August 27, 5-8pm, with June Kiefer as our featured artist.           
Historic Fairhaven Association Annual Sidewalk Sale, Saturday September 4. The Art Market will be  
celebrating the sale Friday through Sunday, September 3-5.  

Also check out our artists’ creations online at www.whatcomartmarket.org. ‘Like’ us on Facebook or  
Instagram for regular updates (@WhatcomArtMarket). Keep up with our news, (Whatcom Art Guild and 
Whatcom Art Market) as part of Whatcom Arts Project @whatcomartsproject (www.facebook.com/
whatcomartsproject/). 

 

     Our address? 1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven). Our phone number? 360 738 8564.  

http://www.candicechristie.com
http://www.instagram.com/sunnyrainart
http://www.dwinjames.com
http://www.james-e-weaver.fineartamerica.com
http://www.whatcomartmarket.org
http://www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/
http://www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/
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“Playing With                 “Lights” Darks   & 

Many times value and contrast are what adds drama and interest in a work. So, 
here’s your chance to check it out and show us your contrasts!  We hope you will 
take up the challenge to play, experiment, learn, create and share your projects. 

 
There will be a $25 cash prize awarded to the top vote-getter, and a $10 gift  
certificate to the Art and Happiness Store awarded to the “Runner Up” as      
determined by a member vote.          
 
ADDITIONALLY - the top three vote-getters will have a chance to display their 
work for sale, in one of our popular venues. 

 

Members may submit up to 3 entries. Email jpgs, including title and medium to 
Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com by 12 noon, August 14th. 

GOOD LUCK and ENJOY the challenge! 

 

   Beth Roberson   and   Celia Clarke 

          Your Artists Challenge Team 

You have 14 days left to create an entry for the “Playing 
With Darks & Lights” Artist Challenge. Better yet, why not 
do two?! 

We’ve received a few entries for this Artist 

Challenge, but we’d like to see much more! 

The DEADLINE for submissions has been 

to 12 NOON, August 14th!  
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Light and dark can mean         
literally how well lit something 
is. The light filters through this 
piece to cast multicolored 
shadows.  

“Kaleidoscope”  

This tiny hummingbird bath 
has an opaque base to better 
show the transparent teacup 
inside.  

“Tea Time” 

 “The Rings of Saturn” 

The dark colors at the bottom 
become lighter as they rise.  

Linda Smith 
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June Kiefer 

“Lake Kachee at Night” Watercolor 

Joyce Norfolk 

“Bids of a Feather . . .” Colored Pencil 
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“From Chaos” - Art Basketry  

“The Reef” - Art Basketry  

John Seevers 
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“Down on the Farm” Watercolor 

Phyllis Smith 
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Look familiar?  

The Japanese prefecture of Hokkaido (map below) is known the world over as a 
winter wonderland. But once the snow melts, it's landscape becomes a summery 
extravaganza of color where the gardeners cultivate a rainbow blanket of tulips, 
lupine, marigolds, dahlias, and many more flowering plants.  

Hokkaido 
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     -30-             
    Seylah 

Meet K9 Huntah (left) and K9 Duke (right) and their handlers  
Officers Douglas and Santos of the Bristol County,                

Massachusetts Sheriff’s Office. 

With a sense of smell up to 100,000 times more acute than humans, these dogs were 
trained to detect Covid-19 as well as the Delta variant. 

“The dogs can detect the Covid/Delta odor on a counter or table if it was recently touched 
by a Covid/Delta-positive individual, or even detect the odor on a tissue used by someone 
with Covid/Delta. 

The Bristol County Sheriff’s Office is the first in the country to employ Covid/Delta             
detection K9s. 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/article/dogs-sense-of-smell/

