
   

May 1,  2021 

From the Editor, . . . . . 

The above painting (artist unknown) was on a note card which I received from a friend many        
years ago. The narration on the backside of the card said it was painted by an artist with no  
hands!  For the past 15 years the painting has been displayed next to my drawing table where      
it has served as inspiration for me to continue to grow as an artist.  

As thankful as I am to have the time to pursue my art interests, I occasionally struggle to stay   
motivated to “wet my brush”, or in my case “sharpen my pencil.” One look at the above       
painting reminds me how fortunate I am to be able to create without obstacles or handicaps.  

I felt it was important to share this with my fellow WAG artists and did a little research           
hoping to find the artist who created the above painting. Along my way I discovered that there       
is a fellowship of Foot and Mouth Artists-Mouth & Foot Painting Artists – MFPA USA . Below is the   
story of Alana Ciena Tillman who is a very prominent “mouth artist”. 

Artist unknown. 

“I was born without the use of my arms and hands. As a result I 
learned how to draw and paint by mouth. I credit my family for  
introducing me to art. I started painting at the age of five and 
haven’t stopped since.”      

“I have always loved painting and realized my artistic abilities were a 
gift that I should refine and share with others. Living in Northern  
California has inspired me as an artist. With our dynamic landscape, 
ocean, vineyards, lakes and mountains: it is truly something to behold. 
I’ve used the environment and colors from nature as the inspiration 
for my artwork.”    

  For Alana, art is more than a hobby, . . It’s her life. 

We as artists need a regular infusion of art in our lives, so in 
April 2020 I decided to publish the monthly WAG newsletter 
twice each month as a means to keep our members engaged. 

It’s been a long and trying 13 months since Covid-19 took 
ahold of our world, and 14 months since our last WAG 
monthly meeting. I miss everyone and I’m anxious to 
come together again so we can better share our passion. 

https://mfpausa.com/
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Brighten Up Arts is the creation of artist Camille Brighten and it’s purpose    
is to brighten up the world with colorful art and photographs.  

Since joining the Guild, Camille has been involved with the WAM as she 
awaits the opportunity to display her art there. 

As you read the following article, you will discover that Camille is a very    
engaging woman with many talents. 

        We’re very pleased to welcome Camille to WAG. 

This month’s featured artist is Camille Brighten. 

"Creating feeling through color is important to me" - Camille Brighten 

Deception Pass—C. Brighten 
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Camille Brighten 

   Meet WAG artist Camille Brighten.   
Camille has been involved in art since 1992. She recently 
moved to Bellingham from Oak Harbor WA and is currently 
a member of the Whidbey Allied Arts, and the American           
Association of University Women, (Whidbey Chapter). Since 
moving to Bellingham Camille has become a member of both 
Bellingham Allied Arts and Whatcom Art Guild.   

“Mountain Storm” Oil 

”Yellow Rose of Summer”- C. Brighten 
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Camille Brighten 

I graduated from Alverno College in Milwaukee WI with a degree in Art Education and a   
minor in Art Therapy. Afterwards I taught at alternative and inner city schools in Milwaukee 
and Tucson AZ from 1994 until 2008. During that time, I also participated in the Very Special 
Arts program which involved doing art with special needs children. Sometimes it took place 
in the schools and other times at special events such as the zoo.  
 
I also participated in the Champ program which monitored children involved in court cases. 
One of my responsibilities was to visit weekly with a special needs girl and provide reports  
of our visit to the social workers. I was also asked to be on the Panel on Gangs which was 
held for school administrators and counselors. My roll was to help educate others about gang 
activities. During this time I worked a lot with gang students and took special training         
regarding gangs and gang activities. Part of my working with gangs included creating a   
gang intervention program which ran for two years. It got opposing gangs to work together 
building sand castles. It was a big success until the alternative education was closed down.   

Artist Statement  

“Koi” Acrylic 

”Early Morning Forest”- C. Brighten 

I have also worked with music and dance therapists using visualization and      
the Mandala project to help adults and children work through stress and pain.      
And most recently I volunteered with CADA (Citizens Against Domestic &     
Sexual Abuse) on Whidbey Island monitoring domestic violence cases. 

 



 5 

Camille Brighten 

Artist Statement continued  

My professional career started in Milwaukee with gallery shows featuring photographs, 
acrylics and pottery. I won several photography awards and my wood sculpture titled 
“Goddess Sculpture” (below) was featured in the Wisconsin Sculpture Magazine.   
      I also showed in several galleries in Tucson and Bisbee Arizona. 

“Goddess Sculpture” Wood 

“Foggy Pier” Photography 

”Shadow of a Flower”- C. Brighten 
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Camille Brighten 

“Forest Winter’s End” Acrylic 

“Galactic Journey” Acrylic 

“Crane on Breaker” Watercolor 

”World of Color”- C. Brighten 
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“Hoag Path” Acrylic 

Camille Brighten 

“Summer Forest” Acrylic 

”The Warf”- C. Brighten 



 8 

Camille Brighten 

“Montana Kitchen” Acrylic 

“Cactus Medley” Watercolor 

”Grand Canyon” - C. Brighten 

To view more of Camille’s art            
visit her web site at 

Camille Brighten - Official Website 
(pixels.com)  

If you are interested in being a “Featured Artist”                                           
email Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com. 

https://camille-brighten.pixels.com/
https://camille-brighten.pixels.com/
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Go online at CaFE for entry details: 
 https://www.callforentry.org  

Search for: North Beach Guild, Northwest        
Reflections, or Ocean Shores.  

Here’s an excellent opportunity to show your art.                                           

 Northwest Reflections Online Art Show 

The North Beach Artist Guild is sponsoring an ONLINE art show which  
will be open to all artists in the Western United States.  

Entries will be judged by Michael D’Alessandro and cash prizes will be 
awarded. Award winners will be invited to show their art at The Gallery     
of Ocean Shores beginning in August. 

KEY DATES: 

ENTRY OPENS MARCH 24              

ENTRY DEADLINE JUNE 16            

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE JULY 7  

AWARD WINNERS NOTIFIED JULY 7  

ONLINE EXHIBIT OPENS JULY 19   

ON SITE EXHIBIT OPENS AUGUST 18 

ON SITE RECEPTION AUGUST 21   

EXHIBIT CLOSES SEPTEMPER 30 
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We are accepting applications for consideration to hang at The Colophon 
Café. We have one opening available for June 2021 on the north Rock Wall. 

We also have one opening for November 2021, and one for December 2021, 
both on the south Wooden Wall. 

 

 

 

 

     

   All members are encouraged to apply (see instructions below).                         
  Members who have not shown at this location before       
    will receive first consideration.  

DEADLINE for submissions:  May 15th for the Rock Wall, and June 15th  
for the Wooden Wall.  

Call for 2D WAG Artists 

  
If you would like to participate in a Whatcom Art Guild show/display, 
please complete and submit the form located at the below link—  
         WAG Show Application - Whatcom Art Guild  
Further instructions will be emailed to you upon acceptance of your    
application 
 
NOTE—Only current members of Whatcom Art Guild may participate in 
shows.  Go to WAG Membership - Whatcom Art Guild to become a member. 

For more information, contact Mechel Bell at   

      artbymechel@yahoo.com   

https://whatcomartguild.org/showapp/
https://whatcomartguild.org/product/wagmembership/
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Beth Franklin 

The art of Beth Franklin will be on display on the “Rock 
Wall” at the Colophon Café, in Fairhaven during May.  

 

As an artist I have found that my passion is creating art 
that expresses my love of wildlife in its natural habitat.  
 
The Estuary, where the river meets the Sea, is an         
important part of my life as an artist, as a member of     
a commercial fishing family, and as a person with a   
loving connection to the earth. In this beautiful place  
the tides lift rivers in the fall to assist the salmon along 
their way to the spawning grounds. And it’s where   
seabirds and raptors alike dine on exquisite delicacies  
of their ecosystem. This magical place entices all life to 
come and share it's bounty. 
 
 
 

As I explore my environment, looking under rocks near 
the sea and gazing up through the leaves into the sky, I 
find inspiration either with my camera, or by gathering 
found objects to incorporate into my art. 

It is my hope that through my art I can record and share 
the beauty of the estuary which will help to create an 
awareness and an interest in the preservation of these 
amazing spaces. 

“Winter Wonder” Acrylic on canvas 

“Ms. Merlin” Acrylic on canvas 
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PORTRAY YOUR PET(s) 

    This new Challenge is to “Portray Your Pet(s) ”.  

Pets are our pride and joy. They love us unconditionally, they make us smile when 
we need it, and they are our source of endless companionship. Pets are oftentimes  
our very best friends.                 

For these reasons we thought it would be fun to share our pets with others by         
memorializing them with a drawing, painting, photograph, sculpture, carving, etc.   

You could do a past or present pet, or a friend’s pet, even a pet you hope to find in 
the future and any animal/mammal can be considered a pet. 

      Members are permitted to submit up to 4 entries.          
Email each entry via .jpg to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com.                  
Provide the title, medium and breed of animal for each piece.                 

 Please share with the viewers a little bit about each piece, i.e., materials,                     
    technique used, or something about the pet (optional).  

 

      The DEADLINE for submissions                            is midnight, May 30th.      

The top two vote-getters will win $25 and have the 
opportunity to display their work at the WAM. 

We encourage you to share your love for your 
pet and take up this new Artist Challenge. 

     Celia Clarke                    Beth Roberson  
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‘Tis the Merry Month of May – can Summer be far behind? New art, new colors, new techniques 
are here at the Whatcom Art Market. Come visit and see what fresh and exciting projects our 45 
local artists are bringing to light.  

Looking for something new and refreshing for yourself, your home or as a gift? Or just plain want 
to get out and enjoy yourself in a bright and airy space with lots of color and new ideas? Our wide 
selection includes handcrafted beauty products, warm weather wraps and scarves, jewelry, etched 
and colored glassware, artful woodwork, local photography, home fashions, and new wall art in 
all shapes, sizes and mediums. Add one of our cards for the right finishing touch. Quiet and      
spacious, the Market is a good spot to unwind.  

Please expect to mask up, along with our staff. Security, space and protective recommendations               
are in place. Each week, we are open Tuesday through Sunday, 11am to 5pm and we highlight a      
different artist each week. In May, our weekly featured artists bring you historic photography,         
colorful glassware, classic etchings, paintings and jewelry, ceramics and natural bath and beauty  
products.  

April 27-May 2: Deanna Brown - Ceramics & Acrylic pours. Deanna’s inspired pottery is very 
hard to resist – you will love her beautiful colors and finishes. 

May 4-9: Grace Wyckoff – Soaps, Salves and Scrubs. For the simple rituals of self-care, you will 
enjoy Grace’s natural bath and beauty products, created from local plants, plant oils, clays and 
herbal infusions. Pamper yourself and find the essence and color that appeals to you. 
www.goodgracessoaps.com.  

May 11-16: Jackson Faulkner - Photography. Jackson’s photography will draw you in,                 
celebrating and telling stories about our slowly disappearing history, inspiring you to bring     
home one of his pieces for your own appreciation-www.roadsidereflections.com. 

May 18-23: Richard Bulman – Renaissance art and jewelry. Inspired by the classics, Rick’s art is     
a constantly changing selection of stone etchings and paintings, oil paintings, pastels,                  
watercolors and jewelry – every piece a jewel in itself-www.bulmanfineart.com. 

May 25-30: Linda Smith - Garden Glass. Linda’s unique creations, upcycling clear and colored 
glassware into joyful, sun-catching pieces for house and garden will excite you–do not miss them.   

We participate in the Fourth Friday Fairhaven Art Walk, currently as a virtual event-check us out 
at www.fairhavenartwalk.com.  Linda Smith’s Garden Glass will be featured on the online event.  

See our artists’ creations online on our website www.whatcomartmarket.org and then come visit 
to see even more.  ‘Like’ us on Facebook or Instagram and get regular updates 
(@WhatcomArtMarket) on our artists and their art. Keep up with our news, both Whatcom Art 
Guild and Whatcom Art Market, as part of the newly formed Whatcom Arts Project 
@whatcomartsproject (www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/). 

  Address —1103 11th St. Bellingham (Fairhaven) Phone —360 738-8564.   

http://www.fairhavenartwalk.com
http://www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/
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• Deadline for submissions: Monday, May 10 @ 11:59pm 

• Jury decision notifications: Tuesday, May 18 

• Delivery day: Saturday, May 29 (safe drive-up, drop-off) 

• Exhibit opens: Thursday, June 3 

Jansen Art Center          
Summer Juried Exhibit  

The Jansen Art Center in Lynden has posted a “Call to Artists” 
for their Summer Juried Exhibit.  

What was once the City Hall and Fire Hall on Lynden’s Front Street, is now the    
Jansen Art Center. With 6 creative art studios, a 110 seat performance hall, 2 floors 
of exhibit space, a café and gallery shop, “The J” is a bright, lovely place for artists 
to exhibit their work. It offers excellent exposure for artists, and a great opportunity 
to sell their art while on display.  

For a prospectus and more information about the Summer Juried Exhibit, click on 
the below link. 

www.jansenartcenter.org 
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“Orcas” 

June Kiefer 

The 3D and Textured Art Challenge is now closed, and it’s time to      

Select your top two favorites and forward the corresponding number for  
   each to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com.  

     Voting closes at midnight, May 14th.     

 

Note: Entries containing artist’s comments were received after the April 15 
newsletter and therefore could not be published until now. 

I drew my original design of the Orcas, and 
used embroidery on linen fabric to create the 
purse. I added the metal clasp which has two 
pockets all lined, and attached a silver chain 
as a shoulder strap.           
The Purse measures 5.5 inches in length from 
top to bottom and the width after the clasp is 
4.5 inches across. 



 16 

“Lilac Luffa” - Soap 
Penny Welch 

“Lemon Poppy”- Soap 

“Love Spell” - Soap 
 

  

Ana Morgan-Sheppard 

  “Little Whoo” 
Mushroom Figure 

“Jaime Cannister”          “Bountiful Ballerina”      “Ms. Cordelia Mycelia”    

 Mushroom Figure             Mushroom Figure              Mushroom Figure 
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“Giggett” - Sunflower Gnome 

“Nirbert” - Steampunk Gnome 

 

“Redditt” - Black Bearded Lady Gnome 

Cristal McQueen   

 

  

“Gnorbitt” - Sunflower Gnome 
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Barb Diltz Chandler

“Portrait of the Artist, Age Five”  

“Whistle Me a Tune While We Fly Away 
to the Moon on a Silvery Loon in June” 
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        “Maggie’s Dresser” 
           Quilt 

 ”Under the Sea” - Quilt                                                     
  

Barb Diltz Chandler
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 Basket                Basket 

 “Flight of Fancy” “Free at Last” 

John Seevers 

 

  

 

          
        “Cape Cod Memories”              ”Sarah’s Unfathomable Treasure”   

 Basket                             Basket 
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Linda Smith 

  

 

“Grandma's Crystal” Cut glass with a lot 
of texture so it's easy to play with patterns.   

 “Nesting Birdbaths”  

 “Rings of Saturn”  

It was challenging to find 
the pieces that repeated 
the design and were the 
right size. It's one of my 
favorites.  

This piece inspired me to 
do more with the interiors 
of my baths and plant 
stands.  

Most of the time, I buy 
interesting pieces of glass, 
vases and platters etc., 
without anything in     
particular in mind, and 
just store them until I see 
a design. I was in the 
thrift store and found 3 of 
the pieces on the same 
day and was immediately 
inspired.   
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Pam Pontius 

 

 

 

 

“Garden Angel”  

The Little Mermaid and the 
Clockwork Seahorse was 
a gallery piece for an evening 
charity gala at a Syracuse NY 
show; costume fabrics used 
for both the mermaid and the 
seahorse.  

“A Steampunked Fairy Tale”   

A go-with-the-flow creation of  
paper mache’ cone, spun cotton 
head, fabric, paper flowers, and    

a mushroom bird.   

“Gus Gobbler and Bartemus Lionus”  

Thanksgiving Centerpiece    
for charity auction using fall   

vegetation.   

“Veggiemen and Watermelon race car” 
Fun piece using paper mache’ gourds,     
pipe cleaners and an ice skate wood        
shoe form. Inspiration came from a          

1908 Halloween postcard.    
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The artist of the below painting is mentioned in this newsletter. Can your guess who it is?   
                 Email your answer to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com. 

 

Answer to last newsletter’s photo:   
 “The inside of a guitar”.            
The following members “got it right”:  

Deb LaBounty, John Seevers, James Weaver, 

Skip Patten, and Rita Fox.      

   Thanks for playing along. 


