From the Editor, . . .

December 15, 2020

“Appreciate the Simple Things”
Nearly 30 years ago my Marine husband and I retired while stationed in the desert
at the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, 29Palms, CA (MCAGCC) where
there’s little else besides sand and cactus. As quick as we could we headed north
towards the Pacific Northwest (PNW).

MCAGCC

Hoopa Reservation

Although I was born and raised in Southern California, I spent my summers
in Northern California on the Hoopa Reservation. The forests there were
abundant and I learned to appreciate the intrinsic value for life among nature
which the Hoopa people shared. I’ve traveled extensively throughout my
military career, but I’ve always felt that I belonged in the PNW.
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I’ve lived in Lynden since 1994 and feel very much at
home here where neighbors know their neighbors, and
each street is a small community of folks who care about
each other. In Lynden, life is simple.
Previous to Covid, my day-to-day routine was simple, and
not much has changed since Covid arrived. One thing that
has changed is that I do much more reading, and research
for potential articles for the newsletter. I’ve also had ample
time to reflect on my life’s accomplishments, and I have
discovered that my fondest memories are of the simple ,
meaningful things. For example, . . .
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I’m thankful for; . . . .
. . . my dear friend Ginny. Over the past
18 years, Ginny and I have gone on many
excursions, my favorite of which was when
Ginny, an avid hiker, took me on a hike (or
should I say WALK) to Artist’s Point at Mt.
Baker to photograph the fall colors.
The added pleasure was my dog Mocha came
along and enjoyed the outing as much as us.
. . . my neighbors who over the years
continue to bring me baskets of food from
their garden, and who repaired my fence
which was damaged in a wind storm.
. . . the teenage boys who found my lost
wallet and returned it with money and cards
in tact. (I rewarded them.)
. . . the kind gesture displayed by an
unknown person who left a note under the
windshield wiper of my car thanking me for
my service in the military (My car has USMC
license plates).

And, . . .
. . . the heart rock that a dear friend gave me when I
tragically lost my cat Jinx earlier this year.

And of course, I’m thankful for my family of pets that
provide companionship and joy to this old soul.
Take time to reflect and to ask yourself

“what are your thankful for?”
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The YOUNG, and the Not So YOUNG —

For the first six years of his life, Tyler Gordon was deaf. Ear surgery gave him
hearing in one ear which caused him to stutter for which he received tremendous
bullying in school before overcoming his speech impediment.

At age 10, Tyler expressed interest in participating in a school art contest and asked
his artist mother for paint supplies so he could learn how to paint. She simply gave
him a tube of black acrylic paint and a brush from her supplies thinking it would
appease him. Within a day he finished a painting of his school principle which he
entered into the contest. To his mother’s surprise, Tyler’s piece won first place.
A short time later Tyler suffered a broken leg while walking. He was diagnosed with
Vitamin D deficiency resulting in emergency surgery on his hips. He spent the next
several months on crutches and in a wheelchair, all the while continuing to paint.

4

The YOUNG and the Not So YOUNG —

Recently Tyler did a painting of President-elect Joe Biden who overcame his stuttering,
and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris who he admired for her accomplishments in
becoming the first woman, and woman of color to be elected as Vice President.

With the help of his 48,000 Twitter followers, he managed to get Harris’s attention with
his portrait of her, and received a surprise phone call from the Vice President-elect who
praised him for his talents.

Word of this spread and in a matter of days Tyler appeared on Good Morning America
and The Today Show.
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The YOUNG, and the Not So YOUNG —

This week Tyler's portrait of Lebron James (below) is on the cover of
Time magazine recognizing Lebron as “Athlete of the Year 2020”.
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The YOUNG and the Not So YOUNG —

The Global Child Prodigy Awards is the first platform of its kind with the objective of
recognizing child prodigies in different categories such as arts, music, dance, writing,
modeling, acting, science and sports. This initiative aims at giving young talents the
global exposure that they deserve, and provides them with the right opportunities at
the right time to ensure that they create a major impact on society.
Tyler Gordon won the Global Child Prodigy Award under the category of Art in 2020.
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The YOUNG and the Not So YOUNG —

Born November 17, 1912 Marilee Asher was an
American sculptor, and author who survived TWO
Pandemics; the Spanish Flu at age six, and over a
hundred years later at 107 years old, she survived
COVID-19. In April of this year she was hospitalized
for COVID-19 and not expected to survive.
A week later she was released from the hospital and
returned home.

Known as an American sculptor, and author, Marilee began
studying sculpture in 1936 when she was 24. At 103 years
old she authored her autobiography titled “Dancing in the
Wonder of 102 Years”.

In 1935 at age 23 Marilee obtained a philosophy degree from the University of Chicago,
after which she studied for two years under the world-renowned sculptor Alexander
Archipenko.
Marilee had her first show in Chicago in 1938, and her work has sold in Washington DC
galleries for decades. Beginning in 1942 she was on staff at the American University
where she spent years as an art therapist at the National Institute of Mental Health.
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The YOUNG and the Not So YOUNG —

In 1943 Marilee began showing her sculptures at juried
shows at the Corcoran, the Smithsonian, and the Baltimore
Museums.
And at age 88 in 2000 she took a course in Introduction
to Digital Art at the Corcoran Gallery School of Art. Here
she learned to use Photoshop to create a website, and to
scan parts of her drawings, etchings and photographs
into the computer, manipulate them, move elements,
change the color, and thereby produce a new piece of art.
Her work is in the permanent collection of the Smithsonian and the Baltimore
Museum of Art. And as recently as 2019 she was on the Ralph Nader Radio
Hour discussing how she maintains her productive life at the age of 106.

Marilee remained a working artist
until September 11th of this year
when she passed away peacefully at
home just weeks shy of turning 108.
In 2020 there were 92,000 centenarians (individuals 100 years or older) in the United States.
This figure is expected to increase to 589,000 in the year 2060.
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The Main House at The MacDowell

The MacDowell* is an artists' colony in

Peterborough, New Hampshire, founded in
1907 by American composer Edward
MacDowell and his wife, pianist and
philanthropist Marian MacDowell.

Edward and Marian MacDowell

The mission of The MacDowell is to provide a retreat where highly talented
creative artists can find the natural beauty, solitude, freedom from distraction,
and companionship among peers that will lead to their finest work.
Since 1907, The MacDowell has offered a creative sanctuary to artists, writers, and
composers, providing them with an opportunity to work undisturbed within a
community of other creative individuals. Founded by American composer Edward
MacDowell and his wife Marian on their farm in Peterborough, New Hampshire,
the colony's underlying philosophy is based on the MacDowells' belief that artists
working in different disciplines can benefit from contact with one another. This
interdisciplinary agenda along with the promise of quiet, solitude, and time and
freedom to create has attracted thousands of artists to The MacDowell over the
years.
The MacDowell is scattered over 450 acres and contains the main house (previously
Edward and Marian’s home) and 32 separate cottages or studios, each serving as a
residence for a particular art discipline where visiting residents can work in the
company of like-minded artists.
Designated a National Historic Landmark District in
1962, The MacDowell is a non profit organization
and has received collective support from industrialist
and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie, former U.S.
President Grover Cleveland, financier J. P. Morgan
and other prominent people, as well as many others
* Originally called The MacDowell Colony, in 2000 the named changed to The MacDowell.
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The Banks Studio (pictured above) is one of 32 studios which house artists at
The MacDowell.
In 1997, The MacDowell was awarded the

National Medal of Arts/National Endowment for the Arts
which is the highest award given to artists and art patrons by
the United States government. The National Medal of Arts is
awarded by the President of the United States to individuals
or groups who "...are deserving of special recognition by reason
of their outstanding contributions to the excellence, growth,
support and availability of the arts in the United States."
The MacDowell welcomes more than 250 artists each year—including architects,
composers, filmmakers, interdisciplinary artists, theatre artists, visual artists, and
writers—to work within its 450 woodland acres for up to two months. More than
7,000 artists have worked there since it’s establishment.
Among its alumni are some of the most distinguished names in American arts and
letters, including Milton Avery, James Baldwin, Leonard Bernstein, Georgia
O’Keefe, Robert Frost, Aaron Copland, Edward Hopper, Norman Mailer, Michael
Chabon and Thornton Wilder.

Since it’s inception, the writers, visual artists, composers, filmmakers, playwrights,
interdisciplinary artists, and architects who have attended The MacDowell have
won:
868 Guggenheim Fellowships
93 Pulitzers
35 MacArthur Fellowships
34 National Book Awards
32 Tony’s
17 Grammy’s
12 Inductees into the American Classical Music Hall of Fame
11 Academy Awards
9 National Medal for the Arts

since 1960 to one person
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The MacDowell Medal, which has rotated annually among
all disciplines practiced at the colony, has been awarded since
1960 to an artist who has made an outstanding contribution to
American culture.
The presentation ceremony, is open to the public and often
draws more than 1,200 visitors from around the country to
the 450-acre wooded campus. During the ceremony the public
has the opportunity to visit the 32 open, working studios and
see art being created and to speak to MacDowell Fellows in
residence.

With the sole criterion for acceptance always being talent, The MacDowell ensures
that on any given day, some of the most original art in the country is being created
in Peterborough, New Hampshire.
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George
Nakashima
中島勝 Nakashima Katsutoshi,

George Nakashima, the internationally renowned American
designer and architect, liked to describe himself as a simple
woodworker. While his Modernist peers—Walter Gropius of
the Bauhaus School, Charles and Ray Eames, Le Corbusier—
were trying to make a virtue out of mass production,
Nakashima was building things with his hands and rejecting
the industrial age.

Born in 1905 to austere Japanese parents in Spokane, Washington, Nakashima
inherited their devotion to simplicity and directness. As he developed into a
craftsman, he came to revile the outsized egos and showmanship of many leading
American architects, and considered Frank Lloyd Wright a primary example of
how not to live.

Nakashima’s work feels so elemental that it exists
outside of time, as if his vision allowed him to
create objects that are both painstakingly crafted
and perfectly natural. His pieces are warmer than
mid century Modernism, combining wood
surfaces with live edges and methodical clean
lines. His style is handmade and unfussy, yet
sophisticated and precise.

The simplistic outside of the start of
Nakashima’s home in New Hope, PA
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George
Nakashima
中島勝 Nakashima Katsutoshi,
Nakashima entered the University of Washington, then grad school. After a short
stint at Harvard, which had given him a full scholarship, he transferred to the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) where he earned his Masters in
Architecture.
After graduation he traveled to Paris, where he paid eight dollars a month for his
room and survived on even less. In France he was introduced to Le Corbusier’s
work at the Swiss Pavilion. Le Corbu—the godfather of Modern architecture—
would remain a major influence on Nakashima throughout his life.

Nakashima later traveled to Japan, where
he worked under the Czech-American
architect Antonin Raymond along with
Frank Lloyd Wright. During his time in
Japan, the principles of the tea ceremony,
which values ritual and modesty over
ornament and grandiosity, fascinated
Nakashima. And while he detested Frank
Lloyd Wright the man, the two shared an
appreciation for Japanese furniture and
design and how a structure could be
incorporated into its surrounding
landscape.

Living room of Nakashima’s
home in New Hope, PA.

Raymond dispatched Nakashima to India to oversee the construction of a dormitory
in Pondicherry, where he carved out a simple life, spending much of his time in an
ashram (monastic community).
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George
Nakashima
中島勝 Nakashima Katsutoshi,
In 1942, upon returning to Washington, he was placed in a Japanese internment camp
in Minidoka, Idaho where he met master Japanese carpenter Gentaro Hikogawa.
Using wood scraps and desert plants, they worked together to improve their stark
living conditions. Nakashima also learned some traditional Japanese techniques as to
the selection and use of timber.
In 1943 with some finagling, Nakashima’s previous boss, architect Antonin Raymond
managed to secure his early release by promising to employ him as a woodworker on
his farm in Bucks County, Pennsylvania.
After renting a house nearby, Nakashima purchased a plot of land in the nearby town
of New Hope and moved his family into a tent in the yard while he built their new
home by hand.

Working first with things ordinary furniture
makers would throw away (scrap wood and
offcuts from a local lumberyard) Nakashima
developed a style that celebrated nature’s
imperfections, and gave rise to a look we
now call live edge (left), where the natural
texture of the tree’s exterior is left visible.

Because the lumber was full of knots,
cracks, and wormholes, Nakashima devised
a wooden butterfly shaped type joint to join
and support imperfections. These joints
became known as Nakashima or Butterfly
joints (right).
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George
Nakashima

中島勝
In 2008 the Nakashima Studio was listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic
Places, and the property was also designated as a National Historic Landmark in
2024.
To this day, Nakashima's home, studio, and workshop in New Hope, Pennsylvania,
continues to produce his iconic line of furnishings as the studio is now home for a
collection of renown woodworkers and architects who are mentored by his daughter
Mira.

Nakashima wanted to be involved
in all aspects of production. He
believed careful work guaranteed
superior results. His popularity
persists today in part because he
gave himself over entirely to his
materials, honing in

on the most elemental about
each slab of wood. He was
invisible in his work and
omnipresent at the same time.
Devoted to the natural world,
he was the rare designer who,
managed to improve upon it.

Watch the PBS special about Nakashima by clicking on the link below.

Nakashima: ‘There’s a spirit in trees that’s very deep.’ (dwr.com)
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“Holiday Cards”
“Show Us Your Holiday Cards”
Create Your Own HOLIDAY CARDS for 2020

Select any November, December, or January holiday or event. It doesn’t have to
be a national holiday (see the provided calendars for the selective months on the
following page).
Use any medium, but we ask that your card be created specifically for this current
Artist Challenge.

As many as 1- 3 cards per member may be submitted.
The SUBMISSION DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO midnight,

December 30th in order to permit more time to create your cards.
To enter:
Email a .jpg of each entry to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com by December 30,
2020. If you wish, you can include a few sentences about your work.
By participating in this, the last Artist Challenge for 2020, you will not only be
sending holiday greetings to your WAG art friends via the newsletter, but your
friends and family will enjoy your artful greetings as well!
We hope this Challenge adds some fun to your Holiday Season which, it seems for
many, will be somewhat different from the traditional this year.
For this challenge, we will all vote for our favorite card, and one lucky winner will
receive a very nice prize, and another entry will win a surprise!

We send you holiday cheer,

Your Art Challenge Team,

Beth Roberson,
Celia Clarke,
Karen VerBurg
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“Holiday Cards”

Good Luck!
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Annual

MEMBERSHIP RENEWEL

Please take a moment to complete and forward your 2021 Membership renewal
form.

Click on the link below to renew online today.
https://whatcomartguild.org/product/wag-membership-renewal/
Or, if you prefer to send a check with a renewal form filled out, click on the below
link to download a membership form.
https://whatcomartguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/
WAG_brochure_2019.pdf
Whatcom Art Guild
P.O. Box 3005
Bellingham, WA 98227

Current 2020 WAG membership will expire February 1, 2021, so please
aim to get your renewals in by December 31, 2020.
Thank you,

Tracy Webster
Membership Director
tracy.webster@me.com
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“Sometimes the smallest things take
up the most room in your heart”.
- -A.A.Milne

-30Seylah

