From the President, . . .

December 1, 2020

Finally, December and I know that many of us can’t wait for the year to end. The year
2020 has been quite a ride for most. Who would have guessed that the beginning of this
decade would start off with a world epidemic and manic politics? We are filled with
hope that changes are on the horizon and these new vaccines will put this bad memory
behind us and we can all get back to a new normal.
In the world of Whatcom Art Guild, the 2020 accomplishments have been much more
positive. Although WAG members have not met as a group, many of us have participated
in the intriguing Art Challenges collaborated by the Challenge Team of Beth Roberson,
Karen VerBurg and Celia Clarke. Thank you Ladies for keeping us entertained.
We have communicated with each other on Facebook, our new Instagram post and logged
on to our new Web page. Hopefully, many of you have already signed up for next year’s
membership online. It makes everything so much easier. To date we have 100 members
active in WAG, which is amazing given the current environment. Thanks Ken Kearney
and Mechel Bell for all your work on the online Membership.
In addition, the entire accounting system was restructured to allow much better tracking
of WAG’s direct expenses and WAM’s direct and indirect expenses. This has provided
much easier tracking of funds and also allows the ability to apply for grants. WAM was
successful in applying for a Non-Profit Grant from Whatcom Restart Program to cover
COVID expenses during the first months of the pandemic. Kudos to Peggy Alexander for
making this happen. It certainly will ease the burden of the Art Market. And a special
thanks to the WAM artists also for riding out this storm. I know it has not been easy.
WAM is now open six days a week during the holidays and is recovering nicely.
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Our marketing activities have shown new members that WAG is an
option for it’s artists to get to know each other, find new friends with
similar interests, participate in art and earn money for college via our
scholarship fund. With the assistance of Belinda Botzog and her work
on Facebook, we found Claireasa Golden, a recent graduate of Western
Washington University (WWU). She was interested in helping WAG
with our design and publishing activities. With Claireasa’s assistance
we have been lucky to work with our interns to develop the webpage
and two brochures, one for membership and one for identifying
donors. Congratulations and thanks to Skylar Kastar, a recent
graduate from WWU, for your help. We will miss you! Best of luck
pursuing your career.
Con’t on page 2, . .
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From the President, con”t . . .
I have been lucky to work with a great board who were willing to roll up their sleeves and
be creative in this time of Covid. Meeting on a monthly basis to keep activities rolling, and
using a program that was new to everyone was a challenge. My deep appreciation for your
assistance this year: Phyllis Howard – Secretary, James Weaver – Treasurer, Lorraine
Day - VP Programs, Beth Franklin – VP Shows, Peggy Alexander – VP Art Market, Belinda
Botzog - VP Marketing, Mechel Bell – Membership Director, Trustees – Pam Pontious and
June Kiefer, Claireasa Golden – Market Associate, and Skylar Kastar – Intern.
We are also fortunate that a generous group of volunteers have been elected to our WAG
board for 2021. Congratulations and thanks to all for your interest in serving WAG for this
upcoming year. Meet your newly elected WAG Board members for 2021(below).

THANKS and Congratulations to all.

Ann DAVIDSON
PRESIDENT

Claudia
WEINTRAUB
Secretary

Rich CAVNAR
VP MARKETING

Tracy WEBSTER
Membership
Director

Beth FRANKLIN
VP SHOWS

James WEAVER
Treasurer

Linda SMITH
VP PROGRAMS

Jenny HOLMES
Trustee-1st Yr

Peg ALEXANDER
VP WAM

June KIEFER
Trustee-2nd Yr

Pam PONTIOUS
Trustee-3rd Yr

Thank you for allowing me to be your president for the year 2020.
It has been an interesting and challenging year and the highlight for
me was working with all of the wonderful people in WAG.

Best of luck in 2021.

Carol Ann Anderson
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Where to enjoy your Holiday season gift-search in this most challenging of years? The
Art Market is a quiet and spacious place to enjoy your search and has a great selection of
locally created arts and crafts for gift-giving, decorating or spoiling yourself. See our
artists’ creations online, on our website www.whatcomartmarket.org and then come
visit to see even more. ‘Like’ us on Facebook or Instagram, and get regular updates
(@WhatcomArtMarket) on our artists and their art. And we have gift cards for the
hard-to-choose-for people, or those you cannot visit.
We have new artists and new seasonal items – Holiday decorations and cards as well
as gifts. Please expect to mask up, along with our staff. Security, space and protective
recommendations are in place. Each week, we are open Tuesday through Sunday,
11am to 5pm.
Christmas/New Year hours: Open Tuesday thru Sundays, both weeks, except:
Christmas Eve (December 24) – closing at 2pm.
Christmas Day (December 25) – closed all day.
New Year’s Eve (December 31) - closing at 2pm.
New Year's Day (January 1) – closed all day.
Each week we feature one of our 45 artists, both on site and online. Our December
featured artists are:
December 1-6: Bev Davis, Acrylic Paintings. Bev is best known for her realistic style which
brings portraits of animals and people to life. Check out her work at www.bevsart.com and
www.instagram.com/bevsart and then visit the Art Market to find originals, prints, cards,
art kits and much more.
December 8-13: Karin Silvernale, mixed media. From her roving exploration of our
beautiful Northwest, Karin creates luscious wall art, fabric and photography.
December 15-20: Judy Bishop, photography and jewelry. Check out the colorful
photography of local places and eclectic jewelry designs, created from pieces collected
from Judy’s overseas travels and searches at home.
December 22-January 3: Pat Fisher, knitting and weaving diva. If you are looking for
wearable art, unique designs created with quality yarns, a gift or something warm and
seasonal for yourself, you will enjoy Pat’s work. Think hats, scarves, wrist warmers, wraps,
throws, baby blankets, household fashions. www.facebook.com/HuckleberryThreads.

Keep up with our news, both Whatcom Art Guild and Whatcom Art Market, as part of the
newly formed Whatcom Arts Project @whatcomartsproject (www.facebook.com/
whatcomartsproject/).
Our address is 1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven),
Our phone number is 360 738 8564.
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“New Deal”
Gave Americans
I remember learning in my college Art History course how art transcended during The Great
Depression under President Roosevelt’s New Deal, and thought it would make an interesting
article for the WAG newsletter. A short time into my research I became overwhelmed at the
number of art programs created during this period, and decided to narrow the scope of
material for this article by addressing those aid programs offered by the Federal Art Project
(FAP) which dealt with the visual arts. To help readers understand the players, I have
provided the below flow chart which should helpful.

FDR’s NEW DEAL
Work Projects Administration * (WPA)
Federal Project Number One
(Federal One)

Federal
Music Project

Federal
Art Project (FAP)

Federal
Theatre Project

Federal
Writer’s Project

*Originally called the Works Progress Administration, it was changed to Work Projects Administration in 1939.

Conrad A. Albrizio’s, "The New Deal," ca. 1934.
The artist featured FDR in the center of this
piece to emphasize his roll in the “New Deal”

New Deal agencies and programs, such as
the NRA (National Recovery Administration)
the AAA (Agricultural Adjustment
Administration), the CCC (Civilian Conservation
Corps), the TVA (Tennessee Valley
Authority), and Social Security—promised
that America would be repaired and
strengthened rather than transformed. The
largest of all the New Deal programs was
the WPA (Work Projects Administration) which
supported four art divisions under the
direction of Federal Project Number One,
or more commonly referred to as Federal
One, which in its prime, employed 40,000
artists, writers, musicians, and actors.
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Artist creating a Post Office mural as part of the FAP, ca. 1937

Under the WPA, the Federal Art Project (FAP) focused on enlisting out-of-work artists
to produce graphic posters, documentary photographs, large-scale sculptures, modernist
murals, and other works of art namely for municipal and public buildings, but also for
theaters, museums, and other arts organizations. In furtherance of the arts, the FAP also
created community art centers and art galleries across the country, concentrating on the
rural areas which were not previously exposed to the arts.

From 1935 -1943, the FAP commissioned 10,000 artists who were paid $23.60 weekly to
interpret and document the American scene during the Great Depression. Over the course
of 8 years, these artists created over 200,000 pieces of public art to include 108,000 paintings,
17,700 sculptures, 11,200 print designs, 35,000 poster designs and 2,500 murals. The FAP
also aided more than 100 Community Art Centers in opening their doors across the nation.
Influenced by Mexican painters such as José Clemente Orozco and Diego Rivera, the FAP
had murals painted on the walls of post offices, schools, hospitals and county courthouses.
Interesting new trends developed as artists were given the freedom to interpret the
American scene. For the first time, artists were a united group acting as promoters of social
change by creating art which depicted poor living conditions, or societal problems.
The FAP was the first federally funded
artist project in our nations history, and
it fostered some of modern art's most
ground breaking artists like Dorothea
Lange, Jackson Pollock, Walker Evens,
Aaron Douglas, Jacob Lawrence, and
thousands of others who produced iconic
work that captured the American
experience at the time.

Dorothea Lange documented
poverty as part of the FAP.

While works created under the WPA/FAP were considered federal property, some
80 years after their creation, many of them are unaccounted for, or simply lost.

Enter the General Services Administration (GSA).
As the federal agency in charge of government buildings, the GSA was assigned the
responsibility of hunting down lost government property (art), and creating a catalog of
pieces for tracking and historical purposes. To this end, in 2001 the GSA launched the WPA
Art Recovery Project in which GSA’s Office of the Inspector General (OIG) partnered with
GSA’s Fine Arts Program, the FBI, and the fine art community to recover misplaced and
stolen WPA pieces of art.
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Peter Hurd ‘s “Old Pioneers” ca. 1936 Big Spring, Texas Post Office

GSA’s Fine Arts Program catalogues and inventories New Deal artworks housed in
non-federal repositories, and serves as a centralized resource of information about New
Deal artwork that is readily available to museums, the academic community, art
conservators, and the public at large. OIG investigators work with the U.S. Department of
Justice and the possessors of WPA art to recover the works for the Government. In many
cases, after GSA has authenticated the work and taken possession of it, arrangements may
be made with approved public institutions to display the work as “on loan.”

RECOVERY
GSA has tracked down WPA artworks in private homes thanks to eBay sales
and the popular Antiques Roadshow television program. The OIG also recovered
art bought at antique shops, found in attics, and even purchased for $7 at a yard sale.
John Sloan‘s “Fourteenth Street at Sixth
Avenue” (right) a New York City street
scene, went missing after a U.S. Senator’s
death in 1938. It wasn’t until 2003 when it
was discovered in a trash heap in a
Washington D.C. Senate office building. It
appraised at $1million. GSA cataloged the
piece, had it restored, and loaned it to the
Detroit Institute of Arts where it’s
currently on display.
John Sloan’s “Fourteenth Street at Sixth Avenue”ca. 1934

Andrew Winters’ “Gulls at Monhegan” was
recovered from a relative of a former U.S.
Ambassador to Costa Rica who earlier came
into possession of this painting, which had
hung in the U.S. Embassy at San Jose.
Apparently the painting was given to the
ambassador upon retirement in 1950. In 2001
when a relative attempted to sell the painting
through an auction house, GSA’s OIG
intervened to stop the sale.
Andrew Winters’, “Gulls at Monhegan” ca. 1936
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Stuart R. Purser’s, “Steamboats on the Mississippi”, ca.1939. Recovered from the
Gretna, Louisiana Post Office, and relocated in 2005 after Hurricane Katrina.

The GSA recovered Anne Fletcher's “Iris Garden”(below) after its then-owner watched an
episode of PBS's Antiques Roadshow and realized the painting was actually a WPA piece.
After it’s recovery, it was sent to the Home Economics Center in Berryville, Virginia in
1949 for display.

Anne Fletcher’s, “Iris Garden” ca. 1939.

RESTORATION

Randall Davey’s “Will Rogers” ca. 1939

Randall Davey’s mural “Will Rogers”(above) originally displayed in the Claremore,
Oklahoma Post Office in 1939. Years later it was discovered badly damaged and neglected
in a storage facility. In 2004 the Postal Service restored the mural and rehung it in the
newly built Claremore, Oklahoma Post Office.

8

Fletcher Martin’s "Mail Transportation" ca.1938. Currently
displayed in the San Pedro, California Post Office.

Loren Mozley’s "Immigrants at Nightfall," ca. 1942.

Loren Mozley’s mural “Immigrants at Nightfall”(above) was completed in 1942 and displayed
in the Post Office in Alvin, Texas from 1950 - 1966 when it was folded up and placed in
storage where it remained forgotten for decades. In 1998 the city of Alvin restored the
painting and presented it to the Alvin, Texas Museum which was established in the old
Alvin Post Office where the painting was originally hung in 1950.
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William Gropper’s “Construction of a Dam” ca.1939 was designed for, and
originally installed in Washington D.C.’s Department of the Interior building.

Victor Arnautoff’s “Richmond Industrial City” ca.1941.

When the lobby of the Richmond, California Post Office was remodeled in 1976, the
13’4″ x 6’6″ mural “Richmond Industrial City”(above) was carefully removed and stored
in the building’s basement and was eventually reported as lost. In 2014 a janitor for the
post office found a huge triangular crate in an unlit closet in the basement which
contained Arnautoff’s mural which had been forgotten for nearly four decades. In 2020
Richmond raised the funds to have the mural restored, after which it will once again be
displayed in the city’s post office.
In 2019 during a building renovation at
the University of Vermont, a construction
crew uncovered a painting dated 1934
which was hidden behind a wall (right).
The accompanying letter left by the people
who walled it in explained they did not
have the funds to relocate it. The WPA-era
landscape was painted by Vermont artist
Raymond Pease. Plans are to move the
painting to the local museum after its
restoration.

R. Pease’s “Rock Point Overthrust” ca. 1934
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Alexander Rummler’s, “Dredging For Oysters” ca.1936.

The below mural in the Lynden Post Office is a product of the WAP/FPA program.

Painted in 1942 by two-time Guggenheim grant winner Mordi Gassner, “Three Ages
of Phoebe Goodell Judson”(above) is a tribute to the first non-Native American woman
to live in Lynden. The mural portrays her arrival in the Nooksack Valley in 1870,
her informative middle years, and the fruits of her and her fellow settlers’ labor.
In Washington alone,18 post offices across the state
received murals courtesy of the WAP/FPA program.

By 1996 over 8,000 pieces in non-Federal repositories like art institutes and museums,
had been found. They were catalogued in a GSA publication that was then mailed out
to 500 museums and other art institutions across the country. To date, over 20,000
items have been located, approximately one fifth of which are in Federal buildings
and the rest in non-Federal repositories.

Over 80 years after FDR launched the New Deal, the WPA/FAP artworks
still offer a fascinating look at American life during the 1930s and 40s and is
an important record of our national history and should be safeguarded.
The New Deal restored hope to the American people, and the Work Programs
Administration along with the Federal Art Program instilled a creative drive
in artists, and saw in Americans a new appreciation for the arts.

But most importantly, the works produced by these New Deal
artists, photographers, sculptures, musicians and writers provided
HOPE during a time of national crisis.
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National New Deal
Preservation Association

NNDPA HISTORY
The National New Deal Preservation Association (NNDPA) is a
non-profit organization which was created in 1998 as a means to
educate people about the legacy of the New Deal’s visual and
performing arts, literature, crafts, structures and environmental
projects.
Secretary of State offices representing various states nationwide
came together in Santa Fe, New Mexico to discuss all the New
Deal accomplishments that were still serving Americans in their
individual states, and to discuss their concern that all of those sites
needed to be preserved, conserved or restored.
Headquartered in New Mexico it’s board is comprised of 17
members from more than a dozen states.
For more information about the NNDPA, click on their website
below.
http://newdeallegacy.org/
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Below are the top SIX vote-getters of the Chicken Challenge. There was
a three-way tie for the fourth spot, and because there was such strong
participation, as well as a record number of members voting, we decided
to recognize all SIX winners by awarding $25 to each artist.

Thanks to all who submitted work for consideration, and to all who
voted.
Below (in no particular order) are the top SIX vote-getters.

Judy Bishop

“Chicks to Go”

Phyllis Howard

June Kiefer

“Pollo and a Blue Door”

“Bad Hair Day”
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Stephanie Strong

“Maui Chicken”

Pam Pontious

Celia Clarke

“Gallus Punk”

“How Beautiful is That Egg”

(Retired ace barn-stormer,
currently a airship pilot)
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“Holiday Cards”
“Show Us Your Holiday Cards”
Create Your Own HOLIDAY CARDS for 2020

Select any November, December, or January holiday or event. It doesn’t have to
be a national holiday (see the provided calendars for the selective months on the
following page).
Use any medium, but we ask that your card be created specifically for this current
Artist Challenge.

As many as 1- 3 cards per member may be submitted.
The SUBMISSION DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO midnight,

December 30th in order to allow more time to create your cards.
To enter:
Email a .jpg of each entry to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com by December 30,
2020. If you wish, you can include a few sentences about your work.
By participating in this, the last Artist Challenge for 2020, you will not only be
sending holiday greetings to your WAG art friends via the newsletter, but your
friends and family will enjoy your artful greetings as well!
We hope this Challenge adds some fun to your Holiday Season which, it seems for
many, will be somewhat different from the traditional this year.
For this challenge, we will all vote for our favorite card, and one lucky winner will
receive a very nice prize, and another entry will win a surprise!

We send you holiday cheer,

Your Art Challenge Team,

Beth Roberson,
Celia Clarke,
Karen VerBurg
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“Holiday Cards”

Good Luck!
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Annual

MEMBERSHIP RENEWEL

Please take a moment to complete and forward your 2021 Membership renewal
form.

Click on the link below to renew online today.
https://whatcomartguild.org/product/wag-membership-renewal/
Or, if you prefer to send a check with a renewal form filled out, click on the below
link to download a membership form.
https://whatcomartguild.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/
WAG_brochure_2019.pdf
Whatcom Art Guild
P.O. Box 3005
Bellingham, WA 98227

Current 2020 WAG membership will expire February 1, 2021, so please
aim to get your renewals in by December 31, 2020.
Thank you,

Tracy Webster
Membership Director
tracy.webster@me.com
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