
   

October 15, 2020 

I struggled for several days to come up with an interesting theme for    
this, the October mid-month newsletter. As usual, I researched            
historical (art-related) events for the month, and even dug into my    
stash of art-related info for future use file, but had no luck. 

As I was assembling the various articles for this newsletter, a theme     
became apparent; WAG Members. I spend a good deal of time looking 
for interesting art and artists which I could mold into interesting articles,  
and in so doing I’ve overlooked the obvious, i.e., the talent of our own 
WAG Members. I now have a theme! 

To help readers identify articles covering members and their art, I’ve 
created a category of newsletter articles titled “Members Only” which 
will be posted on the header of each page featuring a WAG Member  
and their talents. 

I would like to routinely feature the talents of our members in each 
newsletter, but to do this I need input. If you’re interested in sharing 
what you’ve been doing art-wise, please email me at  studiogals@aol.com 
so we can work together to create an article featuring you and your 
work. All you’ll need to do is answer a few questions and provide a   
few photos, and I’ll do all the rest.  
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From the Editor, . . . 

In closing, and speaking of members, it’s that time of year again when we need to elect 
new board members. Page 15 of this newsletter explains the positions which need to be 
filled. Please take time to read the article, and consider volunteering as a candidate for a 
position if at all possible. Having held a board position, I can attest that the experience 
was surprisingly rewarding. I became familiar with the many elements that comprised 
the WAG, and the rolls which our volunteer members play to keep the Guild up and 
running.  I also gained an awareness of each position, and became familiar with each 
and every WAG member, not only by name, but personally.  

Most members are unaware as to just how critical it is to keep various board positions  
filled in order to keep our nonprofit status, which qualifies WAG (and WAM) to remain 
active. The article on page 15 will further explain this. 

So please consider stepping up and joining the “Team”.    
   You’ll be proud that you did!    
          

           
           
     

       

Joyce Norfolk 
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From The Editor,  .  .  .  .  

Hello to our fellow artists!   

 

The Whatcom Art Market has exciting news for all our fellow artists 
in WAG!  It has taken since the conception of the Art Market 11 years 
ago to finally have the recognition our many artist have sought and 
deserved, and we are finally there!  

For our newest members, here is a little bit of history on the Market. WAM was originally 
started 11 years ago as a holiday market in Finnigan’s Alley in Fairhaven.  After five 
years WAM moved to it’s current location, 1103 11th Street in Fairhaven, and over the 
next five years we’ve grown to 44 artists.  

In March we had to shut down due to COVID-19.  Since then, WAM artists have stayed 
loyal to their talents, and even with no monies coming in, have paid their rent to keep 
their spaces and to help WAM keep running until we could open and start selling again.  
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From The Editor,  .  .  .  .  

I am so very proud of their loyalty and fortitude during the epidemic, and of their 
willingness to begin staffing again.  As the WAM Vice President, I thank each of these 
incredible artists (listed below).  

Now for the incredible news that each of these artists have worked so hard to earn 
and to bring the Market to the public eye. 

Each year in October, the Bellingham Alive magazine publishes their “BEST OF THE 
NORTHWEST” issue.  The public votes on what they consider to be the best place to 
visit, eat, drive, etc., in our Pacific Northwest.  This year the magazine received 67,555 
entries for folks to vote on, and they received more than 850,000 individual votes.  

WAMs category was “Best Art Gallery”, and I’m so proud to announce that WAM has 
won the SILVER MEDAL!!!!!!! 

 

      A big THANK YOU to the artists of the Whatcom Art Guild!   

     You’re the reason for WAM’s success. 
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Yellowstone Falls 

Pat and husband “Graham” 

Pat Fisher  – Knitter, Weaver, 
Spinner, and       

Photographer 

Members Only  

The year 2020 has been a strange year for doing 

one’s favorite things! Fortunately, transferring 

our ‘bubble’ into our second home (our RV, 

Gypsy) has been easy and relatively risk-free.  

In mid-August, Graham and I packed up and set     

off for one of our favorite destinations – Yellowstone  

National Park. The weather was fine and camping 

along the way in Spokane, WA and Missoula, MT 

was uncrowded, and our fellow-travelers were      

happily masked and distanced.  

Golden Gate Canyon 
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Yellowstone Lake 

Pat Fisher  – Knitter, Weaver, 
Spinner, and       

Photographer 

Members Only  

Camping at Yellowstone’s Bridge Bay campground, 
we spent three days exploring the park. Old Faithful 
was on our list. Less crowded than usual, the geyser 
itself was not as explosive as we have seen in the 
past. But not to worry, plenty more to see.  

A new adventure was to explore the eastern and southern shores of Yellowstone 
Lake, for half a day driving and exploring the side roads. In Hayden Valley we found 
a wonderful viewpoint, hundreds of feet above the lake, giving us with a very scenic 
and isolated spot for lunch.  

Yellowstone Lake—post fires 

The Yellowstone Canyon and Falls 
were breathtaking. The colors and    
scenic splendor of the river, canyon 
walls and sheer distance of the view 
make it one of our favorite destinations 
and places to photograph.  

Yellowstone Canyon 
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Pat Fisher  – Knitter, Weaver, 
Spinner, and       

Grand Prismatic Spring 

Biscuit Basin 

Members Only  

Photographer 

Our favorite exploration of this trip was the 
Grand Prismatic Spring. The bridges and 
boardwalks across the Madison River and 
through the brilliant colors and shapes of 
the lakes and ponds filled by the geyser, 
provided a photographic dream.  
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Safire Pool, Biscuit Basin 

Pat Fisher  – Knitter, Weaver, 
Spinner, and       

Photographer 

Members Only  

Bison residents 

Yellowstone is not Yellowstone without 
bumping into wildlife. No bears, although 
many signs of their claw marks on trees      
in the campsite. No elk, although many 
bark-stripped trees showed where they  
fed. However, the resident bison herd was    
everywhere, with magnificent seasonal  
displays of foot-stomping, snorting and 
dust-raising, viewed safely from the front 
seat of the vehicle!  

Have you been?  
 

Like so many of our fabulous National Parks,         
it is well worth the trip! 
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    “Passing Ships" 
      Photo on canvas 

    Something New          
    “Seascapes”  

 by Cristal McQueen 

Since I was staying close to home and not wanting to venture out, I started playing 
around with seashells and different backgrounds on my scanner.  Although I liked the 
effect, it didn’t have the crispness that I achieved when doing my scanography prints.  
So, I brought my camera out of the depths of my closet and told myself to “think         
outside of the box”. 

Like many of us, I have been struggling to 
get my mojo back so I could get back on 
track with my art. The pandemic has really 
taken a mental toll on me, and I just didn't 
feel motivated to go anywhere to take  
photos. 

“Seashore"  

Members Only  

    “Peaceful"  
    Scanography 

I went through a bunch of backdrops that I 
had in a book, and found one with seashells 
on it which gave me the idea to create some 
type of arrangement using actual sea shells 
on it, then photographing it.  I was really 
quite surprised with the results of my first 
piece titled “Seashore”(right). I had been 
using a black background for my 
scanography and this was quite different 
and something I hadn’t tried before. 
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“Seashells"  

For the third piece in the series, "Sea 
Surf" (left), I placed a photograph of the   
water onto the desk and then arranged the 
sand and shells around it to create the     
effect of the water coming up to the 
shore’s edge. 

“Sea Surf"  

When creating “Seashells" (right), I poured sand 
onto my table in the studio and then arranged the 
sand and shells on the sand.  I inverted some  
shells and pressed them into the sand to make 
shell impressions.  I was excited about the process 
and results, and thought “I’m on to something 
here!” 

Members Only  

    Something New          
    “Seascapes”  

 by Cristal McQueen 
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“Sea Life"  

Members Only  

For the last piece, "Sea Life" (below), I painted a backdrop on canvas, then arranged  
the sand and shells on the canvas.  In a cup I mixed water, dawn dish soap and white  
alcohol ink, then took a straw and blew bubbles and literally scraped them off the 
top of the cup and placed them in the “water”.  I then vigorously stirred up the      
liquid to create foam, then laid that down on the canvas along the edge of the sand.    

I had to work fast as the bubbles were popping as I photographed it!  

I’m still working on the series, which I have titled “Seascapes”, and have a few 
more backdrops in mind. And, I may call upon my watercolor and acrylic artist 
friends to help me out with some new backgrounds, as my painting skills are 
not that advanced.   

The “Seascapes” series, and more of my work can be viewed by clicking on my 
website below. 

http://www.renewed-light-photography-design.com/ 

    Something New          
    “Seascapes”  

 by Cristal McQueen 

http://www.renewed-light-photography-design.com/
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 ATJ features jazz and dance-themed ART, WINE by the glass, wonderful Villa 
Dulce GELATO, a CHEESE PLATE and a few tasty SANDWICHES. We also offer 
Iron Horse “Irish Death”ALE and Deschutes Mirror Pond PALE ALE, as well as  
Fidalgo organic drip COFFEE and HOT CHOCOLATE. 

WAG member Diana Guza-Wells and her husband Todd Carter 
have opened All That Jazz Boutique Gallery (ATJ), which is  
located at 1015 Railroad Ave, Unit 105 in Bellingham. ATJ is on 
the west side of Railroad Ave in the Morse Square Building on 
the ground floor just before the South Bay trail. 

Members Only  

Now Open!    Diana Guza-Wells’   
           All That Jazz      
     Boutique Gallery 
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  Diana Guza-Wells’   
           All That Jazz      
     Boutique Gallery 

Now Open!  

Members Only  

All That Jazz Boutique is open Thursdays through Sundays, noon to 7 PM.   
 
    Our email is  allthatjazzboutiquegallery@gmail.com   
    and our website and Facebook page are coming soon. 
 

            We hope our fellow WAG artists will drop by and visit sometime. 

                                                 Cheers, Diana & Todd 

mailto:allthatjazzboutiquegallery@gmail.com
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Huh? 

 

Rich Cavnar

  

In the October 1st newsletter we announced that the 
deadline for submissions for the Chicken Challenge 
was extended until November 14th.              

Today we are pleased to announce that members will 
be permitted to submit more than one entry as well. 

Located outside of the Homeskillet restaurant. 

“Velveeta Jones” 

We hope you will encourage your friends to join you 
in taking up  the “Chicken Challenge”, and that you 
will share your chicken creations with us! 

To submit an entry, simply email a .jpg photo of 
your work to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com. 
If  possible, please include a title and a brief narra-
tive about the piece. 

Thanks to the those who have recently submitted 
 their work for the Chicken Challenge. 
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       Bev Davis 

“Nesting Chicken Dolls” “Red Rooster”  

 Norma Appleton 

       June Kiefer 

“Bad Hair Day”  

Created by rolling 
magazine page paper 
and hot gluing it to a 
canvas.  
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During the month of November, we will be voting for Board Members for 2021 per the WAG          
by-laws. In preparation, we would like all WAG Members, to consider stepping up as a candidate 
for any of the “need to fill 2021” WAG Board positions listed below.   

Minimally we need to fill three positions to enable WAG to operate: President, Secretary and 

Treasurer. The Treasurer position is filled for 2021, leaving both President and Secretary open 

in addition to VP-Marketing.   

If the President and Secretary positions are not filled, WAG will have difficulties continuing as a 
nonprofit Guild per the Articles of Incorporation that are filed with the State of Washington.  All 
activities, including Whatcom Art Market, could be in jeopardy of reduced activity or closing if  
these critical positions are not filled. 

BOARD POSITIONS CURRENT STATUSES for 2021: 
1. President – need to fill for 2021 
2. VP-Shows - Beth Franklin will remain for 2021 
3. VP-Programs – Linda Smith – new candidate to fill position for 2021  
4. VP-Marketing - need to fill for 2021 
5. VP-WAM Chair Peggy Alexander-will remain in 2021  
6. Treasurer - James Weaver-will remain in 2021 
7. Secretary - need to fill for 2021  

Secretary needs to attend two meetings/month to take minutes when Covid-19 restrictions are 
lifted; currently taking minutes only at the once/month Board meetings is required; an option is 
available for co-secretaries  i.e. two members working together to cover minutes for all the 
meetings. 

8. Membership Director – Tracy Webster (replaced Mechel Bell on Oct 16, 2020) will remain in 2021 

9. Trustees:   a.  Pam Pontious – will fill 3rd yr in 2021 
  b.  June Kiefer – will fill 2nd yr in 2021  
  c.  Jenny Holmes – new candidate to fill 3 yr position for 2021 – 2023 

If you are interested in keeping Whatcom Art Guild (the oldest art guild in Whatcom County) alive and 
well in 2021, please step up and consider being a candidate for any of the three 2021 unfilled Board       
positions.  If you have questions about the responsibilities of a position, please contact Pam Pontious    
(pamdabears@yahoo.com) and/or June Kiefer (jeffnjunekiefer@comcast.net). 

FYI:  Instructions for approving the slate of officers by the active members will be explained in the       
November 2020 newsletter, and in a separate email to each active member the first week of November. 

Thank you,   

Pam Pontious, Trustee 
June Kiefer, Trustee 
WAG Board of Directors 

mailto:pamdabears@yahoo.com
mailto:jeffnjunekiefer@comcast.net
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In partnership with the Whatcom Arts Project, WAG has received $700 in donations 
through the We heART commUNITY Fundraiser.  

It’s not too late if you would like to participate in the fund raiser to help support the 
arts in Whatcom County which have been hard-hit by COVID-19. But, you’ll need to 
act quickly as the period for accepting donations will close November 1st.  

 
To learn more about the fundraiser, how it helps the local art scene stay afloat during 
the Pandemic, and how you can make a donation, click the below link:  

https://www.bellingham.org/insider-blogs/we-heart-community-fundraiser-supports
-whatcom-arts-venues/ 

WAG wishes to thank those WAG Members and 
others who have donated, and we encourage  
others to consider donating as well during the 
few days remaining on the drive.  

https://www.bellingham.org/insider-blogs/we-heart-community-fundraiser-supports-whatcom-arts-venues/
https://www.bellingham.org/insider-blogs/we-heart-community-fundraiser-supports-whatcom-arts-venues/


 17 

    
 

    -30-             
    Seylah 


