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“Scarlet Falls” photo by Peter Lik

October 1, 2020

From the Editor, . . .
Chuckanut
Gallery

2

Land Art

3

Peter Lik
Photography

4

Artist
Challenge

8

AURORA
Crop art

9
10

Rice Paddy Art 11

WAM News

12

Crop Circles

13

Sketchy
Thought

16

I usually have a “theme” in mind for each newsletter, and for the past
few newsletters, my intention was to provide the readers with a
pleasant, inspiring experience that might hopefully ignite creativity.
To my surprise, a few readers shared with me that after reading my
editorial, they took my advice and treated themselves to an excursion
and visited the destination which I shared in the newsletter. Thank you!

The theme that guided me for this edition was
”The artful beauty of nature”.
In years past, my dear friend Ginny and I would occasionally schedule
a day trip, then we’d pack a lunch, grab our cameras, and head out early
to catch the morning light. We’d agree on a destination and subject for
our photos which kept us on track and helped us to focus on the subject
of the day. Ginny often commented that, as a passenger she was free
to look around which produced views that she hadn’t noticed before
when driving.

One of our favorite “haunts” was (and still is) the
Chuckanut Bay Gallery and Sculpture Gardens (page 2).
When our trips would bring us near the gallery, we
were sure to visit and take in all the delicious things on
display.
My point is, sometimes we need to change things up
by discovering and exploring new territories.
I encourage you to schedule a day trip with a friend.
Don’t forget your camera, and whether you pack a
lunch, or discover a special café tucked away off the
beaten path, you’re certain to create memories that will
last a lifetime.

Thanks for the memories Ginny.
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Check Out

Chuckanut

Feeling Cooped up? Has your art inspiration flatline? Then take a drive on the Chuckanut!
If you live in Whatcom or Skagit county, you’ve traveled the Chuckanut, but have you taken
time to visit some of the treasures along the way? When I need an artistic infusion, my favorite
place to go is the Chuckanut Bay Gallery and Sculpture Garden.
The current gallery buildings were constructed in the 1930’s and served as both a garage and
service station for motorists. Many years later, the buildings were converted into a general
store, famous for delicious, giant ice cream cones.

In 1986, the gallery was first opened by Don and Carol Salisbury who had the vision to combine
the work of local, hand-crafting artisans in a relaxed, peaceful setting. The Gallery has since
grown to feature the work of over 400 artists, offering a destination shopping experience where
visitors enjoy infused glassworks, beautifully glazed pottery, fine handmade jewelry, wooden
crafts, and art prints while listening to peaceful background music and sipping on tea and coffee.
The Chuckanut Gallery is open Monday
thru Saturday 10-5:30 and Sundays 11-5:30.
Remember to bring your camera.
If you prefer to shop from home, visit their
web site (link below) where you will be able
to view what’s for sale, make purchases,
and arrange for delivery.
But, if at all possible, you should treat
yourself and visit the gallery and take in all
the lovely creations. You’ll be glad you did.

https://chuckanutbaygallery.com
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Land Art

by
Tamas Kanya
Tamas Kanya, lives in Budapest near the Danube
river. Six years ago he got the inspiration to create
driftwood sculptures and other designs using drift
wood, shells, leaves, pebbles and whatever else he
could find.

Tamas Kanya

All of his creations are done on the spot where he sources the materials. He says it's
a joy for him to go down to the river and bring to life what everyone else would
consider trash. To see more of Tamas’ creations, click on the below link.
https://www.facebook.com/romaipartikokert/photos/?ref=page_internal
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Peter Lik Photography
“Devine Light” Forks WA

Some of the most awe-inspiring landscapes, in places
like Alaska, Arizona, Hawaii, Nevada, California,
New York, and Utah are shot by Australian landscape
photographer Peter Lik.

Recently Peter sold his photo titled “One”(below) to an anonymous private art
collector for $1 million, the eleventh-highest price ever paid for a photo.

“One” Androscoggin River, New Hampshire

“Rogue” Deer Valley, Utah
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Peter Lik Photography
“Crimson Tides” Page, Arizona

“Ghost”, Antelope Canyon, Page, Arizona

In 2011, Peter Lik’s “Ghost”(above) was included in a exhibition at the Smithsonian’s,
National Museum of Natural History. Lik won the category: Art in Nature for Nature’s
Best Photography at the Windland Smith Rice International Awards. Additionally, his
piece called “Inner Peace”(below) also won in 2011 in the same award ceremony at the
Smithsonian Institute.

“Inner Peace”, Japanese Maple, Portland, Oregon
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Peter Lik Photography

“Le Reve”, Provence, Southern France

“Kyoto Dreaming”, Bamboo Forest, Kyoto, Japan

“The Perfect Storm” Ibiza, Spain

“Celestial Dreams” Oregon

Peter Lik Photography
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“Fascination”, Brussels, Belgium

“Pristine” Bend, Oregon

“Phantom”

In 2014, Lik reportedly sold a photograph titled “Phantom”(above) to an anonymous
bidder for $6.5 million, making it potentially the highest price paid for a photograph.
Claims of the sale have never been proven, and the buyer has not come forward,
though a lawyer claiming to represent the buyer claims that the deal was real.
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The current Chicken Challenge was announced a month
ago, and so far we’ve only received three entries.
Huh?

We recognize that these are uncertain times, and our art sometimes has had to take a
back seat while we deal with other demands. Understanding this, we’ve extended the
October 14th deadline until November 14th.

We hope you will encourage your friends to join you in taking up
the “Chicken Challenge”, and share your chicken creations with us!

Pam Pontious

Cristal McQueen

Bev Davis
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An aurora is the natural electric phenomenon that creates
bright, colorful light displays in the sky. They are common
at higher latitudes, mostly within the Arctic and the
Antarctic Circles.

Australia

The color of the light released depends on the kind
of gas molecules present, their electrical state at the
time of collision, and the type of the solar wind
particles they collide with. Oxygen atoms emit
yellow-green, or red colored light, while nitrogen
atoms generate blue, or purplish red colored light.
Aurora displays can be static as well as dynamic,
and they can change shape and colors, and pulsate
in the skies.
Iceland

New Zealand

Fairbanks, Alaska

The Great Lakes

In the Arctic Circle, they are know as aurora borealis, while in
the Antarctic Circle they are called aurora australis.

Stan Herd’s
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Crop
Art

Since the late 1970s, American artist Stan Herd has been creating gigantic crop art by
plowing, planting, and mowing on large tracts of farmland in his homeland Kansas and
all around the globe. Inspired by the Nazca pre-Columbian drawings in Peru (below left),
Herd completed his first project in 1981. It was a 160-acre portrait of the Kiowa chief
Satanta (below right). He began with a paper sketch of Satanta which he transferred to the
land by means of numbered flags. He then used a tractor pulling a brace of disc rotors
behind him to etch the final image into the soil.

His most recent project is a 1.2-acre recreation of Van Gogh’s famous Olive Trees (below)
which he planted in Minneapolis. The piece was commissioned by the Minneapolis Institute
of Art and involved weeks of mowing, digging and planting to create the piece which is
viewable from the air near the Minneapolis airport.

Since his first successful earthwork, Stan Herd has created over 35 crop art all over the world.
It was Herd’s crop art that inspired the farmers of the Japanese province of Inakadate to create
large-scale designs on their rice fields after his earthworks were featured on two highly popular
Japanese television shows. Inakadate’s rice paddy art is now famous all over Japan, and draws
thousands of tourists to the small village each year.
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In 1993, the fledgling province of Inakadate, about 600 miles north of Tokyo Japan, was
inspired by Stan Herd’s Crop Art and decided to create Rice Paddy Art as a means to
revitalize it’s economy. Each year with the help of over 1,000 local volunteers, the Rice
Art Festival has been a success attracting over 200,000 tourists to the little province of
only 8,000.
Each kind of rice comes in a specific color such as dark red, yellow, green and white. They
often use up to seven different strains of rice to give the artworks their multi-colored hues.

Napoleon

Marilyn Monroe
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Welcome Wednesdays!
As the Art Market’s customers find us again, and Fairhaven welcomes back
more visitors, we are expanding our open days to Wednesday through
Sunday, 11am to 5pm. We have new artists, and everyone is bringing in new
items created over the summer. Please expect to mask up, along with our staff.
Security, space and protective recommendations are in place.
View our artists’ creations online at www.whatcomartmarket.org. Also, 'like' us on Facebook
and get regular updates (@WhatcomArtMarket) on our artists and their art.
Our October featured artists, both on-site and online, are:
Thursday October 1 - Sunday October 4: Lori Hill—Oil Paintings. Lori’s colorful, often
whimsical paintings frequently appear in new forms. Come see her latest creations – wallets!
www.lorilhill.com.
Wednesday October 7 - Sunday October 11: Janice Hartwell—Textiles. Well known for her
Babooshka dolls, Janice’s colorful fabric and fiber art pieces have gone to many local and
distant homes. www.oncemorewithfeeling.etsy.com.
Wednesday October 14 -Sunday October 18: Reka Zoltan— Etchings and Woodcuts. Reka’s
eclectic selection of subjects for her etchings always surprise and inspire – come see!
Wednesday October 21 - Sunday October 25: Kathy Harvey—Acrylic Paintings. Kathy’s
long-held plan to visit Europe was postponed by Covid, but her dreams have been captured
in her latest series of paintings.
Wednesday October 28 - Sunday November 1: Penny Welch— Soaps, Lotions and Lip Balms,
and Handcrafted Art Greeting Cards. Always a favorite with the Art Market’s visitors, Penny
has a wonderful selection of gift options and lovely art cards to go with them.

Other Events:
Fairhaven Fourth Friday Art Walk, October 23. Kathy Harvey is our featured Art Walk Artist.
If the Art Walk is virtual in October, visit our Facebook page to view a video of Kathy’s work.
Gift cards! – the Art Market has gift cards for your hard-to-choose-for family and friends.
Keep up with news for Whatcom Art Guild and Whatcom Art Market, as part of the newly
formed Whatcom Arts Project @whatcomartsproject (www.facebook.comwhatcomartsproject/).
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The History
of Crop Circles
This article will avoid the controversial source of the crop circles,
and introduce their history and complexity of their creation.

As one of the world's most perplexing unsolved mysteries, crop circles are
a phenomenon that have baffled people around the world for centuries.

The first written accounts of crop circles actually date back to 1678, but they first started
attracting media attention when they appeared in England's grain fields in 1975. The
first documented crop circles were fairly basic in design - usually consisting of
overlapping circles. But, as the years went on, their design became more complex. By
1990 the complexity of the circles resembled intricate pictographs and sometimes held
coded messages.
Around 10,000 crop circles have been reported and recorded around the world. While
many of them are in England - USA, Japan, Russia, Germany, Australia, and Israel have
all had them appear in their fields. The various patterns have come in many shapes and
sizes and mysteriously appear overnight.

Aside from a few videos made by admitted hoaxers, no footage of a crop circle's
creation actually exists. While digital surveillance in rural areas wasn't all that
common in the 1970s, crop circles are still popping up every year, and despite the
advances of electronic surveillance, no one has managed to capture the process on
video.
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The History
Crop Circles
Stonehenge Crop Circles
It's not unusual for crop circles to appear near Stonehenge, but in 1996, one appeared in full
view of the public (below), in broad daylight and took less than one hour to appear from start
to finish. It's considered one of the greatest crop circle mysteries of all time.

Many of the crop circles that have appeared in England have been spotted near ancient
megalithic stone sites like Stonehenge, Chalk Horse, and Silbury Hill. This has led people
to think that crop circles somehow have some relation to the Earth's natural magnetic lines
where the stone structures are built.
Crop circles found at Stonehenge.

Stonehenge.

Stonehenge.

Stonehenge.
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The History
Crop Circles
Present Day Crop Circles
Crop circles are an on-going event, especially in England where 25 have been
recorded in 2020, the most recent (below) being in Wiltshire county on September 13,
2020.

Roundway hamlet, Wiltshire, England 13 September, 2020.

The Temporary Temples web site (below) contains records of crop circle sightings
in England dating back to 1994. Photos, locations, and dates are provided for
each crop circle.

https://temporarytemples.co.uk/crop-circles/2020-crop-circles
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