September 1, 2020

Celebrated on the first Monday in September, Labor Day origins go back to 1882 and the Knights of Labor in NYC.
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Feeling the effects of “staying at home”, a few days ago I decided
to take a short day trip to nearby downtown Lynden where I live.
It only took me five minutes to make my way to Front St. which
runs through the heart of the business district.
Occasionally I wander to the grocery store, and one time I even
stopped at a gas station, but I’ve not ventured to the business
district. My how things had changed in only a few months!
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There’s now a Flower Tower (above) with hand painted bikes on
each corner, and new store construction underway. There were
plenty of sightseers and several people dining outdoors. Other
than the facemasks, there were few signs of the pandemic.
My point is that we must keep strong and have faith that this too
shall pass. When I think of the raging wildfires in California
(where I grew up), the many protests across the country, and the
hurricanes, flooding and high temps in the south, I feel fortunate to
live in the Pacific Northwest where life, as I’ve become accustom
to for 25 plus years, goes on relatively undisturbed.
For a boost to your moral I recommend you get out and visit
someplace besides the grocery store. Break the monotony, and be
thankful for where you live. We really have it good in the PNW!
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Smithsonian Institution

Founded in 1846, the Smithsonian Institution is a group of museums and
research centers who’s care is administered by the United States government.

We’re all familiar with the Smithsonian, and no visit to our nation’s capital is complete
without a visit its many museums. But how much do we really know about this institution?
It’s namesake, James Smithson (1765-1829) was an English chemist and mineralogist who
despite never having visited the U.S. stipulated in his will that his estate be used "to found in
Washington, under the name of the Smithsonian Institution, an establishment for the increase
and diffusion of knowledge among men. At the time the U.S. received $562, 483 from
Smithson’s estate which equates to nearly $220 million today.

Today the Institution's 30 million annual visitors are admitted without charge. Its annual
budget is around $1.2 billion, with two-thirds coming from annual federal
appropriations. Other funding comes from the Institution's endowment, private and
corporate contributions, membership dues, and earned retail, concession, and licensing
revenue. It’s publications include Smithsonian and Air & Space magazines.

Smithsonian Institution Castle

Nineteen museums and galleries, as well as the National Zoological Park, comprise the
Smithsonian museums. Eleven are on the National Mall, the park that runs between
the Lincoln Memorial and the United States Capitol. Other museums are located elsewhere
in Washington, D.C., with two more in New York City and one in Chantilly, Virginia.
The Smithsonian also has a large number of traveling exhibitions, operated through the
Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service (SITES). In 2008, 58 of these traveling
exhibitions went to 510 venues across the country.
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Smithsonian Institution
Founded in 1846, the Smithsonian Institution is a group of museums and
research centers who’s care is administered by the United States government.

The Smithsonian is commonly referred to as "the nation's attic" because of its eclectic holdings
of 154 million items, 19 museums, 21 libraries, nine research centers, and a zoo, mostly located
in the District of Columbia. Additional facilities are located in Maryland, New York, and
Virginia, and there are more than 200 institutions and museums in 45 states, Puerto Rico, and
Panama which are Smithsonian Affiliates.

Archives of American Art and the National Portrait Art Museums

The Archives of American Art is the largest collection of primary resources documenting the
history of the visual arts in the United States. More than 20 million items of original material
are housed in the Archives' research centers in Washington, D.C. and New York City.
As a research center within the Smithsonian Institution, the Archives houses materials related
to a variety of American visual art and artists. All regions of the country and numerous eras
and art movements are represented. Among the significant artists represented in its collection
are Jackson Pollock, Lee Krasner, Marcel Breuer, Rockwell Kent, John Singer Sargent, Winslow
Homer, John Trumbull, and Alexander Calder.
Affiliated with the Archives of American Art museum, the Collections museum houses several
significant artists such as Jenny Holzer, David Hockney, Georgia O'Keeffe, John Singer
Sargent, Albert Pinkham Ryder, Albert Bierstadt, Edmonia Lewis, Thomas Moran, James
Gill, Edward Hopper, John William "Uncle Jack" Dey, Karen LaMonte and Winslow Homer.
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How Art Led to the Creation of Yellowstone National Park

Hot Springs on Gardner River, 1871 W.H. Jackson

In 1871 an expedition to the Yellowstone region led by Ferdinand V. Hayden and
sponsored by the U.S. Geological Survey included painter and photographer William
Henry Jackson and painter Thomas Moran. Upon the expedition’s return to the East,
Jackson’s images and Moran’s spectacularly large paintings of Yellowstone enthralled
the American public.
To convince Congress to make Yellowstone the first national park, expedition leader
Hayden, then director of the U.S. Geological Survey, showed senators, representatives,
and President Ulysses S. Grant the works of Moran and Jackson. The watercolors,
illustrations, and photographs depicting Yellowstone’s scale and grandeur did more than
written or oral descriptions to persuade Congress to preserve the area, and on March 1,
1872, President Grant signed the bill to make Yellowstone the first national park.
Later on in 1873 both Jackson and Moran would accompany Major John Wesley Powell’s
expedition to the west and the exploration of the Grand Canyon.

William Henry Jackson
1843-1942
William Henry Jackson was
an American painter, Civil
War veteran, geological survey
photographer and an explorer
famous for his images of
the American West.

Lower Yellowstone Falls, 1871 W.H. Jackson
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How Art Led to the Creation of Yellowstone National Park

Devil’s Gate Bridge, 1901 W.H. Jackson

Glacier Gorge, Yellowstone, 1873 William Henry Jackson

Jackson and pack mule with his camera.
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How Art Led to the Creation of Yellowstone National Park

Denver and Rio Grande Railroad, 1890 W.H. Jackson

Of all the photographers of the 19th century
American West, none had as strong an affinity
for the railroad as William Henry Jackson. His
images capture the adventure of rail travel in
the still 'wild' West, as well as the impressive
feats of engineering that brought the railroad
to increasingly remote locales.
Recognized as one of the last surviving Civil
War veterans, he was buried at Arlington
National Cemetery. His long and active life
paralleled the formative years of Westward
Expansion in the United States, and his many
contributions as a soldier, bullwhacker,
photographer, explorer, publisher, author,
artist, and historian have left a lasting legacy
on the nation.

Denver and Rio Grande Railroad passing through
the Grand Canyon of the Arkansas River, near
Cañon City, Colorado,1889 W.H. Jackson

Today, Scotts Bluff National Monument in
Nebraska houses the world’s largest collection
of original William Henry Jackson sketches,
paintings, and photographs.
Midland Railroad Locomotive Near Buena Vista, Texas, 1887
W.H. Jackson
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How Art Led to the Creation of Yellowstone National Park

The Grand Canyon, 1911 T. Moran

Thomas Moran was born in 1837 in Bolton, Lancashire and at a very young age moved
with his parents to Kensington, Philadelphia. In his 30s he travelled to Lake Superior
where he painted the landscape of the Great Lakes.
In 1871 Moran accompanied Ferdinand V. Hayden on the U.S. Geological Survey of
Yellowstone. And in 1873 he accompanied Major John Wesley Powell’s as he explored
the Grand Canyon. It was after these two expeditions that he painted his two most
famous works, The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone and The Chasm of the Colorado, (below)
both of which were purchased (for a previously unheard-of sum of $10,000 each) by
Congress to be displayed in the Smithsonian American Art Museum.
In his later years he settled in Santa Barbara, CA and traveled to Acoma and Laguna
pueblos to paint the scenery and lifestyle of the native peoples. He died in 1926.

Thomas Moran
1837-1926

The Grand Canyon of Yellowstone, 1872 T. Moran
7’ x 12’ at Smithsonian American Art Museum

The Chasm of the Colorado, 1874 T. Moran
7’ x 12’ at Smithsonian American Art Museum
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How Art Led to the Creation of Yellowstone National Park

The current world auction record for a work by Thomas Moran is Green River of Wyoming, (above)
which sold at Christie’s in 2008 for $17.7 million.

The Wilds of Lake Superior, 1864 T. Moran

Shoshone Falls at the Snake River, 1880 T. Moran
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How Art Led to the Creation of Yellowstone National Park

The Grand Canyon of Yellowstone, 1872 T. Moran

While the works of Jackson’s and
Moran’s impact on Yellowstone were
significant, Yellowstone had a major
influence on the artist, too. Moran’s
national reputation as an artist became
intricately tied to Yellowstone. The North
Rim overlook from which he painted was
named for him, Moran Point. In April
1872 Moran completed his signature
version of the lower falls, titled The Grand
Canyon of the Yellowstone, (above) which
caught the imagination of the country.
Today the original painting, 7 feet high
by 12 feet wide, hangs in the Smithsonian
American Art Museum’s Renwick Gallery
in Washington, D.C.

Jackson’s career became intertwined
with Yellowstone and the geology of the
West. As official photographer for
Hayden’s 1871 survey, Jackson was the
first to capture photographs of
legendary landmarks of the West,
despite extremely challenging
conditions. His paintings and photos
provided conclusive evidence of
Yellowstone’s majesty and drama,
which until then, had been considered
mythical exaggeration. Over a long
career, he produced 80,000 images of the
American West and was honored by
having Mount Jackson, in the Madison
Canyon area, named after him.

The Three Tetons, 1872 T. Moran
On displayed at the White House

Green River Rendezvous, 1872 W.H Jackson
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Results
For the August newsletter quiz Jenn Korn and Janice Hartwell were the
1st and 6th person to correctly identify the below photo as Mt. Rushmore
which was taken prior to the beginning of the build of the Presidents.
They each won a nice artists mug.

Janice Hartwell

Jenn says: I have such wonderful memories of traveling through South
Dakota. Many years ago (when I was much younger and stronger!) I was
a lineman, hanging off telephone poles building cable TV lines across the
country. I'd head out from Ohio about 5 times a year and always stopped
in the Badlands and Mt. Rushmore, the President's Mountain. It's beyond
my imagination looking at those huge sculptures how the artist
could envision the outcome. The eye sockets are 8' tall! Look at the
imagery of Roosevelt’s glasses! I never got tired of looking up that
mountain and seeing what awesome determination can accomplish.
They had lots of burros in the area back then, and I was able to see how
much they’d grown each time I visited the site. Each burro had the
slightly different spots of shading which made it possible for me to
identify each one.
Jenn Korn

I am so lucky to have had the opportunity to travel and see what our
beautiful country has to offer.
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“The Chicken Challenge”
(Roosters Too)

Hello Art Friends! We hope you have been enjoying the challenges via the newsletter.
Are you ready for a silly, crazy art challenge? Since the last several contests have been
thoughtful and contemplative (your self portrait and out the window) we thought it was
time for a bit of a more frivolous subject!
Quite a few years ago the first
challenge we ever had was the
“chicken challenge”. Everyone had
fun with it so we decided to put it
out there again!!
Chickens come in all sizes,
colors and shapes so you
can get as creative,
crazy and colorful as
you want!
We hope you will
enjoy it and have
time to join in.

If you’re are having fun seeing the art of
fellow members and voting for your
favorites, then why not participate by
emailing your work to Joyce Norfolk at
studiogals@aol.com. If you play along,
you will have a chance to win a cash prize
and have your feathered creation put up
for sale in one of WAGs venues at Banner
Bank, Colophon Cafe or the Art Market.

We hope you will
jump in for a bit of
fun in whatever
medium you want
to try.

Whether it will be
a collage with
feathers, a basket
with an egg woven
in, a photo, painting
or weaving, we’re
looking forward to
seeing what our
creative artist
members have to
share this time!

The Challenge is open now and the
Entry deadline is OCTOBER 14th!

Your Art Challenge Team
Beth Roberson * Karen VerBurg * Celia Clarke
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Whatcom Art Market
Fall beckons, and the Whatcom Art Market, at 1103 11th Street, Bellingham, in Fairhaven,
continues to welcome old and new friends and customers. This month we are expanding
our open hours to Thursday through Sunday each week, 11am to 5pm. We provide a
great place to escape to, where you can check out and chat about local art, alone or with
family and friends. Please expect to mask up, along with our staff. Security, space and
protective recommendations are in place.

Fairhaven Sidewalk-Sale Saturday and Sunday, September 5,-6 11am—5pm.
WAG members can shop for specials early on Friday September 4th.
You can see our artists’ creations online and our website (www.whatcomartmarket.org).
Also, ‘like’ us on Facebook and get regular updates (@WhatcomArtMarket) on our artists
and their art.
Our September featured artists, both on site and online, are:

Thursday September 3-Sunday September 6 - Kenneth Kearney, wild life photographer
extraordinaire. Come enjoy Kenneth’s Alaska bears and San Juan Island foxes.
Website: www.kennethkearney.com.
Thursday September 10-Sunday September 13 - Rich Cavnar, abstract and impressionist
photographer. Marvel at Rich’s colorful impressions of everyday life.
Website: www.richcavnar.com.

Thursday September 17-Sunday September 20 - Claudia Wein, impressionistic painter.
Drawing on nature, Claudia uses watercolor, soft pastel and alcohol ink to create her
delightful paintings.
Thursday September 24-Sunday September 27 - Saragrace Wyckoff, creator of all natural
bath and body products. Enjoy Saragrace’s fine creations, crafted from the results of her
organic gardening and wild harvesting. Website: www.goodgracessoaps.com.
Thursday October 1 -Sunday October 4 - Lori Hill, painter in oils. Lori draws inspiration
from life for her fabulous landscapes, birds (especially ostriches), animals, libraries and
whimsy. She adds her art to many aspects of life – paintings, coasters, bags, cushions,
wallets – always something new. Also see her exhibit at Colophon Café, Fairhaven.
Website: www.lorihill.fineartstudioonline.com .
Keep up with our news, both Whatcom Art Guild and Whatcom Art Market, as
part of the newly formed Whatcom Arts Project @whatcomartsproject
(www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject/).
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What is the significance of this house?

The 2nd and 7th person to correctly identify the significance of
the house in the above photo will win a prize of their choice.
Email your answer to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com.
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The Annual Fairhaven Sidewalk Sale is happening this
Saturday, September 5th, and we are offering WAG
members a Prime VIP time to shop and have first pick at
our Whatcom Art Market Sale on Friday, September 4th .
This is our one big yearly sale at the Art Market, so we look
forward to seeing you this Friday, September 4th from
11am-5pm. This will be a great opportunity time to get
your gifts and cards for the holiday season while enjoying
the unique art of close to 50 local artists, all of whom are
fellow WAG members.
Do yourself a favor and get out of the house and come join us
at the WAM. You’re guaranteed to have a good time taking in
all the lovely art that WAG members are creating, PLUS you
might see a familiar face or two. And, if you yield to
temptation and purchase something, then everyone will
benefit!!!!
If you can’t make it this Friday, then please come by on
Saturday to enjoy the sidewalk sale at the Market and all
the other stores throughout Fairhaven.
You’ll be glad that you did.
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CALL TO
ARTISTS

“Beau” R.I.P. Claudia Wein

(PETS)

“Jinx” R.I.P. 8-2020
Joyce Norfolk

This is a watercolor of Beau, my Bichon
Frise. He lived to be 16, but sadly not long
enough to come with me to Bellingham.

Suzanne Perlmutter’s Turtle
I was temporarily gifted a three-week old baby
turtle when two little boys had to return home to
Morocco. They pulled it out of their pocket when
they asked me to care for it. After one look I
couldn’t resist.

“Muffin” June Kiefer
Our short hair gray tabby, Muffin is 16 years
old and has trained herself to ring the sleigh
bells on our door for assistance going outside
or for water, etc. She’s very vocal as well.

I fed her lots of apples, lettuce, and occasionally a
little chicken as it was growing so fast. Winter
came (in Spain) and with it the pandemic, and this
little baby turtle became the much-needed
company that I yearned for. It had such a sweet
innocent nature. Being winter, the turtle prepared
for hibernation. It stopped eating and slowed
down and eventually drifted off to sleep.
Mid-March she slowly awoke and once again
began eating. By then the boys returned from
Morocco anxious to claim the dear sweet thing.
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CALL TO
ARTISTS

(PETS)

Brad and Mechel Bell have a ranch, so they’re pets come in all sizes and breeds.
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CALL TO
ARTISTS

(PETS)

I have no pets so I like them wild. I
especially like to take pictures of the
animals, birds and butterflies when I’m
on vacation. . . Carol Ann Anderson.

One of Hemmingway’s cats at his
museum/estate in Key West, Florida.

Alligator in the Everglades.

Butterfly and bird in the
Butterfly House in Key Largo.

Drawing of an PNW Eagle.
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CALL TO
ARTISTS

(PETS)
The Fur Family of
James Weaver and Pam Pontious

Oreo 17 yrs old—R.I.P

Oreo and Sylvester

Sylvester 17 1/2 yrs old
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VENUE

The art of new member Tracy Webster was on display
at Village Books (Fairhaven) during August.
I started out writing an intention on the wood then cutting it
into hearts to use as my canvas. Each heart is intuitively painted
depicting a particular feeling or mood at that moment, using
acrylic paint between layers and layers of resin. This is a very long
process as each layer takes a day or two to set and cure enough
before another layer of paint is applied, giving the piece depth at
every angle. The marks and patterns are an abstract way of
capturing the feelings/moods represented in each heart. They’re
finally mounted to boards which I cut, sanded and stained to
mimic old wood, giving the hearts a cozy place to rest and tell
their story.

During 2017 Tracy Webster came to Bellingham from
Florence, Oregon where she lived and breathed art full
time. Tracy was part of an award winning gallery with
her mixed-media art and jewelry, and a board member for
the time she was in Oregon. She also helped start an Arts
Alliance and was a very active part of her arts community
in Florence.
Wanting to be closer to her family in Canada, Tracy and
her husband Patrick moved to Bellingham with their two
dogs. After a few years break from creating, Tracy is
feeling the creative pull again and is excited about
exploring her opportunities in beautiful Bellingham
where inspiration is abundant.

ART
WORD
FIND
Here’s a little something to help to pass the time.

The left over letters (the ones not in any of the found words) should spell
out a quote by Einstein.

The answer can be found at the bottom of page 21.
Thanks to Bev Davis for providing the above Word Find puzzle.
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In the July “Special Edition” Newsletter, two prizes were up for grabs in
the HIDE ‘N SEEK Quiz.
The 1st and 5th person to email the correct location of the Hide ‘n Seek
Smiley Face would win a prize. Since there were only 4 replies, the 5th
place prize was not claimed.

JUNE KIEFER claimed the 1st place prize.
Congratulations June and thanks for playing.

June with her prize.
ANSWER The Hide ‘n Seek Smiley Face was hidden in the CD cover
which was pictured on page 20 of the July “Special Edition” Newsletter.

NEW HIDE ‘N SEEK

Look for the Smiley Face hidden in this issue. The 2nd and
6th person to email it’s correct location to Joyce Norfolk at
studiogals@aol.com will win a prize of their choice.
Answer to Word Find Puzzle:
“Logic will get you from A to B, Imagination will take you everywhere”.
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