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From the President, . . . . What do you see from your window?
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Over these last three or four months of sitting in our homes, unable to join
the normal activities of our lives, we have watched the seasons go from
winter, through spring and now into summer. Depending on where you live,
your experiences vary. I’m fortunate to have a studio that looks out to nice
gardens that go into a natural protected area. If your primary window is the
television the view has not been so kind.
I enjoy searching through my computer window on Facebook, and there are
some sites that I love to view daily. One of those sites is “What do You See
From Your Window” (https://www.fromyourwindow.com/). It is a great place
where people from around the world share what they see from their window.
Every day I take a trip, or an adventure to a foreign land. I’ve seen deer,
mongoose, possum, and beautiful beaches, and the flowers from around the
world are spectacular. I have seen so many amazing bird varieties in their
habitat as well. There are unusual views that I can only describe in pictures;
a bear from Gatlinburg, Tennessee, a hummingbird from South Carolina, and
goats in the trees of Mallorca are just a few examples.

Now it’s your turn!

11

Artist
13
Challenge
Quiz Results
WAM News

14

Artist of
the WEEK

15

Call for
Artists

18

VENUES
19
Village Books
PNW Artists 20
Market
Sketchy
Thought

21

We have a challenge for you. Please share with us what you’ve seen out your
window, or outdoors in general, and add a brief narrative so we can share your
experience. Test your talents and think out of the box. It does not have to be a
photograph or a painting; it can be any kind of art. Afterall, this is a challenge.
Info on the Artist Challenge “Out the Window” is provided in this newsletter.
We had 21 great submittals for the Self Portrait challenge, but currently we’ve
received only 3 entries for this one, and the deadline is 14 days away!! While
working on my entry, I was so frustrated, I thought I’d just throw paint on the
canvas to see if it would stick. Frustration, anxiety and depression have been
but a few of the feelings experienced during this difficult time. Bring these
feelings out in your art piece—it’s great therapy. Now is your opportunity!
Remember the cut off date is July 14. Now, get to work!
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N.C. Wyeth Self Portrait

Newell Convers Wyeth (October 22, 1882 – October 19, 1945), known as N. C. Wyeth, was a

renowned American artist and illustrator. During his lifetime, Wyeth created more than 3,000 paintings
and illustrated 112 books for which he became known as one of America's greatest illustrators.

Wyeth made his home in Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania and was the father and mentor to son Andrew
Wyeth who became one of the foremost American artists of the 20th century, and grandfather to
Jamie Wyeth who’s been heralded as the finest American portrait painter since John Singer Sargent.
Young Wyeth was doing excellent watercolor paintings by the age of 12. He went to Mechanics Arts
School to learn drafting, then attended the Eric Pape School of Art to learn illustration. Afterwards he
traveled west where he worked as a cowboy alongside the professional "punchers", moving cattle and
doing ranch chores, drove stagecoach for pay, and lived among the Navajo’s in Arizona where he
gained an understanding of Native American culture.
By 1911, Wyeth moved away from Western subjects to illustrating classic literature such as Kidnapped,
Robin Hood, The Last of the Mohicans, and Robinson Crusoe. His painted series for Treasure Island by Robert
Louis Stevenson, was considered to be his finest illustrations. The set made him famous, and the
In 1945, at age 53 Wyeth and his nephew were killed when their automobile was struck by a freight
train at a railway crossing near his Chadds Ford home.
Art from all three Wyeth’s are displayed in the Brandywine River Museum in Chadds Ford, and at
the Wyeth’s nearby home and studio which are now a National Historic Landmark’.
To view a brief documentary on N.C. Wyeth, click on the below link.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vaVEz8uxRe4

“Mowing”

“Treasure Island”

“Louise Loved to Climb . .”

“Orewagon”
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Andrew Wyeth Self Portrait

Andrew Wyeth was born July 12, 1917, in Chadds Ford, PA on the 100th anniversary of
Henry David Thoreau's birth. He was the youngest of the five children of artist N.C. Wyeth.

Andrew was home-tutored because of his frail health. Like his father, the young Wyeth read and
appreciated the poetry of Robert Frost and the writings of Henry David Thoreau, and studied their
relationships with nature. Wyeth's father was the only teacher that he had. Due to being schooled at
home, he led both a sheltered life; one that was "obsessively focused". Wyeth started drawing at a
young age, and became a draftsman before he could read.
By the time he was a teenager, his father brought him into his studio for the only art lessons he ever
had. Father N.C. inspired his son's love of rural landscapes, sense of romance, and artistic traditions.
And with his father's guidance, Andrew mastered figure study and watercolor, and later learned egg
tempera from his brother-in-law Peter Hurd who was his father’s assistant. He studied art history on
his own, admiring many masters of Renaissance and American painting, especially Winslow Homer.
Many saw Andrew Wyeth as a visual artist, primarily classified as a realist painter, like Winslow
Homer or Thomas Eakins.

“Groundhog Day”

In 1940, Wyeth married Betsy James. Their first child, Nicholas, was
born in 1943, and James (Jamie) Wyeth, was born in 1946 and
would eventually follow his father’s path to artistic prominence.
Andrew’s fame and financial success came quickly from his first
sold-out solo show in New York in 1937 at age 20. He produced
hundreds of drawings and paintings, among the most well known,
“Christina's World”, sold to New York's Museum of Modern Art in
1948, and “Groundhog Day”, which was purchased by The
Philadelphia Museum of Art in 1959 for $35,000, at that time the
largest sum ever paid to a living artist in America.

Christina and the Olson Farm Wyeth’s favorite subjects were the land and
people around him, both in his hometown of
Chadds Ford, and at his summer home in
Cushing, MA, where at the neighboring Olson
farm he painted Christina’s World. Perhaps his
best know work, it depicts his neighbor,
Christina Olson, sprawled on a dry field facing
her house in the distance. He was inspired by
Christina, who was crippled due to a genetic
disease, and chose to crawl rather than use a
wheelchair. Andrew created nearly 300
drawings and paintings at the Olson’s where he
felt at home.

“Christina's World”
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Andrew Wyeth Self Portrait
Kuerner Farm - In the 1930s, Wyeth began painting his neighbors
Anna and Karl Kuerner and their farm which were one of Wyeth's
most important subjects for nearly 50 years. As a teenager, Wyeth
would walk the hills of the Kuerner Farm, and over time the Kuerners
would invite him into their house where he would documented the
Kuerners, their home, and their life. During this period he met Helga
Testorf who attended to Karl Kuerner.

“Evening at Kuerners”

Helga Paintings - Over the period 1971–85, Wyeth painted Helga
Testorf without the knowledge of his wife or Helga's husband, John.
The Helga pictures are an extensive study of Helga’s physical
landscape set within Wyeth's customary landscapes. She is nearly
always portrayed as unsmiling and passive; yet, within those
deliberate limitations, Wyeth manages to convey subtle qualities of
character and mood as he did with most of his best portraits.
“Braids”

Andrew Wyeth died in his sleep in Chadds Ford on October 16, 2009. He was 91 years old.
His son Jamie Wyeth followed in his father's and grandfather's footsteps, becoming the third
generation of Wyeth artists. Andrew would be the role model and teacher to his son Jamie much like
his father, N.C., had been to him.

2007
1988
1980
1977
1965

National Medal of Arts
Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian honor bestowed by the
United States legislature
First living United States artist to be elected to Britain's Royal Academy
First American artist since John Singer Sargent to be elected to the French
Académie des Beaux-Arts
Gold medal for painting from the National Institute of Arts and Letters

“I don't really have studios. I wander around people's attics, out in fields, in cellars—
. . . anyplace I find that invites me” . . . Andrew Wyeth
To view a brief trailer documentary on Andrew Wyeth, click on the below link.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=12&v=m2uQgd8wCQo&feature=emb_logo
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Jamie Wyeth Self Portrait

James “Jamie” Wyeth was born July 6, 1946 in Chadds Ford, PA and is the son of Andrew
Wyeth, and grandson of N.C. Wyeth. A third generation Wyeth, he also adopted and painted the
rural Brandywine River, portraying its people, animals, and landscape.

He was raised on his parents' farm "The Mill" in Chadds Ford, PA, in much the same way as his
father had been brought up, and with much the same influences. He demonstrated the same
remarkable skills in drawing as his father had done at comparable ages. He attended public school
for six years and then, at his request was privately tutored at home, so he could concentrate on art.
While Jamie's work in watercolor was similar to his
father's, his colors were more vivid. Over time Jamie
developed an interest in painting with oils.
Of their close relationship, Jamie has said: "Quite
simply, Andrew Wyeth is my closest friend—and the
painter whose work I most admire”.
Jamie’s wife, Phyllis had worked for John F. Kennedy,
and through his acquaintance with the Kennedy family,
he was commissioned to do a posthumous
unofficial Portrait of John F. Kennedy (1967).

“Portrait of Andrew Wyeth”
Both brothers Robert and Ted Kennedy
posed for Wyeth, and he studied
photographs and films of the deceased
president for three weeks. He attempted to
portray JFK early in his presidency,
perhaps in a moment of doubt or, with the
burden of power weighing on him.
Through great public acceptance, it has
become one of the most famous images of
JFK.

“Portrait of John F. Kennedy”

For a close up look at Jamie Wyeth and his art, click on the below link.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nau6R89Xgis
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Name The Artist Quiz
Can you name the artist pictured below? Three family members of
this artist were noted artists themselves, although not as popular.

The first person to email the correct answer to Joyce
Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com will win the above
CD by Kathryn Kaye (produced by Will Ackerman)
which is soothing to listen to when creating art.
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When COVID-19 first presented itself, I spent my evenings in my recliner closely
following the news. I quickly learned that it was in my best interest if I didn’t “OD” on
news, so I began recording the local news at 6pm, and viewed it first thing the next
morning. This permits me to fast-forward the recorded news, stopping only when
something catches my attention. This practice has noticeably improved my disposition.
The other evening while searching for future programs to record, I noticed one of the
Seattle channels had scheduled a concert for COVID-19 relief, and they were advertising
a line up of famous Seattle guests; musicians, business’, philanthropists, athletes, etc.
What the heck I thought, and hit the record button and planed to watch it later.
Two days later as I was enjoying my morning coffee, I began watching the All In WA
COVID-19 Concert and was instantly captivated. For 90 minutes (no commercials) I
watched a recognizable line up of prominent, talented, and positive minded people
share their experiences and future hopes. The program was beautifully choreographed
and contained scenes of Washington which caused me to gasp. There were people
dancing in their house, at work, even in the middle of the street which made me want
to join in. I’ve since watched it two more times.

Pearl Jam

Macklemore

Brandi Carlile

If you need a shot in the arm, click on the link below, and be prepared to be revived.
If you’re like me, you may want to fast forward through some of the rap music, but I did
watch all of Macklemore's rap at the close.

Keep in mind everyone in the video were Washingtonians, which made me proud to
be one as well.
https://watch.amazon.com/detail?gti=amzn1.dv.gti.8cb9712f-d25e-5510-d820581164e983e0&ref_=atv_dp_share_mv&r=web
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Every day—and especially during this difficult time—Artists bring us together.

Artists bring vision and beauty to our days, and help us to understand ourselves.
Artists shape the culture that defines the places we call home.
Artists need help right now.
In the face of this crisis, nearly every artist is facing a serious, if not total, loss of income,
yet many continue to offer their work to our communities as we collectively seek to
connect during this time.
All In WA lifts up and creates a platform for response funds across Washington state.
Artists and art organizations are provided essential services, and are also eligible
to receive support from All In WA as many of the funds that are part of this statewide
effort are providing support to creative communities.
The arts are not only helping us to connect while we maintain physical distance, they
will be a necessary part of healing as we make our way through this experience.
To learn more about the All In WA movement and how to donate to the COVID-19
Relief Drive, click on the below link.

https://allinwa.org/

is a coordinated statewide relief effort powered by a coalition of public officials,
companies, philanthropic leaders, community foundations, United Way organizations, community
leaders, frontline nonprofits, and individuals. These groups came together to provide immediate critical
and emergency support for workers and families most affected across Washington State, and to mobilize
committed community and philanthropic groups to go All In WA.
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Magical Drawings

To see the video of these paintings and many other Magical Drawings, click below
https://www.facebook.com/Magical.Drawing.Art/videos/198065008031826
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The July 14th DEADLINE is fast approaching,
and so far we’ve only received THREE submissions.
Here’s why you might want to wet your brush, grab your camera, or pick out a new
piece of fabric and get busy creating something to submit:
$25 goes to each of the top FOUR vote-getters,
The top THREE vote-getters will display their entry at a local venue, and
ALL entries will also be posted in the WAG Facebook, WAG Website,
Instagram, and WAP, all of which provides excellent exposure.
We all look forward to seeing what other members are creating, and it’s important to
share our passion to create with other artists. There’s still time to whip something up,
and we want to hear from you and see what you’ve been up to.

Submission requirements for the “Out the Window” Artist Challenge:
* Art created this year (2020) will be eligible.

* Include a short narrative explaining your piece.
* Email .jpg of your art and narrative to
Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com by July 14

Your Challenge Team,

Karen VerBurg

Beth Roberson

Celia Clarke
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Arlene Mortimer

“Rubber Ducky”

Looking back to the beginning of the “Stay at Home" period, I realized that my art
has played a big part in my sanity, and has entertained me more than I thought. One
of the things I have missed most is the weekly plein air group outings. So, on a
sunny day, I ventured to the Fairhaven harbor and found this little sail boat parked
outside the fence at CBC - quite isolated like me, but it’s name “Rubber Ducky” gave
me the smile of my day.
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June Kiefer

“Regatta”

Looking out my window I see sailboats on Lake Whatcom. I see the first sailboat taking
the lead to the lake while the others follow along. Five or six make their way across the
bay tacking back and forth to catch the wind. A few are left behind to catch up at times.
They all are uniform in type of sailboat, except for one red catamaran which joins the
class as they all enter into a little regatta. This happens all through the summer on
Thursday evening out of my window.
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For correctly matching all three artists with

their painting in the June Special Edition
Newsletter, Barb Chandler was awarded this
nice artist mug. . . . . . . . . .

Barb and her new mug.

#1

Beth Roberson

#2

Karen VerBurg

Look for another “quiz”
in this month’s newsletter.
#3

Celia Clarke
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The Whatcom Art Market is open once again!
Whatcom Art Guild is delighted to announce that our members cooperative gallery, at 1103
11th Street, Bellingham, in Fairhaven, has re-opened featuring 45 of our members. Our new
hours are Fridays through Sundays each week, 11am to 3pm. If you visit us, we ask that you
mask up, along with our staff. Security, space and protective recommendations are in place.
For our first open weekend at the end of June, we greeted 25 art-loving customers who were
glad to see us open once more, and happily took home some new locally created art with them.
In addition, we continue to feature news and information about our artists on:
whatcomartmarket.org, on Facebook @WhatcomArtMarket, and Instagram.
If you cannot in person, we are now featuring a series of virtual tours of the Art Market on
our website (www.whatcomartmarket.org), showing selected art in the various categories,
and in-depth views of the work of a group of artists in each release. Follow along!

Friday July 3-Sunday July 5, Lorraine Day - local and portrait photography, using
camera, computer, encaustics, and sometimes textiles.
Friday July 10-Sunday July 12, Phyllis Howard - Art Xpressions by Phyllis. Our
artist experiments with many different media: acrylic painting, ceramics,
fiber arts, book illustration. Her work is always new, always exciting.

Friday July 17-Sunday July 19, John Seevers - basketry. John creates unique,
incredibly attractive sculptured pieces combining long pine needle basketry
with colorful multi-textured articles. Saturday July 18th 12-3pm John will
demo how to coil pine needles, and participants will have a chance to make a small
piece to take home.
Friday July 24-Sunday July 26, Deanna Brown - Elemental Walk. Come view
Deanna’s pottery. She always has new ceramic creations.
Friday July 31-Sunday August 2, Linda Smith - fanciful glass creations for home
and garden. Saturday August 2nd 1-3pm Linda will demonstrate and discuss
her elements of design. There will be various glass articles which participants will
be able to use to create designs with.

Other Events:
Keep up with our news, both Whatcom Art Guild and Whatcom Art Market, as
part of the newly formed Whatcom Arts Project @whatcomartsproject
(www.facebook.com/whatcomartsproject).
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Artists of the Week
Photography
“Sundown”

I grew up in Albuquerque, New Mexico, and also lived in
Tucson, Arizona, but it wasn’t until I found my way to the
Pacific Northwest that I knew I was home. A few years ago
while attending an art exhibit, someone asked me, “are you
creative”? Without thinking I replied, “I used to be”. Until
that moment I hadn’t realized that my creative side had taken
a back seat in my life. So, I refocused and began exploring new
creative endeavors—a journey that led me to photography.

Cristal McQueen
ARTIST OF THE WEEK

June 14-21

With photography I can express myself, and the creative
person within is fulfilled. My photographic style gravitates
towards landscapes, wildlife, pets, and old buildings,
especially barns. But, mostly anything that catches my eye and
translates through the lens grabs my attention
I live in a lovely rural setting in Bay View with my husband
Dennis, who is my daily inspiration and most ardent supporter.
When I’m not traveling throughout the PNW in search of my next
photographic inspiration, you can find me donating my time at the
Skagit Humane Society where I photograph the dogs, cats and
other critters waiting for their forever home. Needless to say,
Dennis and I now have three rescue cats!

“Morning Calm”

Photography is an art of observation. It is about finding something interesting in an ordinary
place. It has little to do with the things you see, and everything to do with the way you see
them. I believe the most important effect of art is to evoke an emotional response.
With my photography, that is, and always will be my goal.

“Golden Light”

“Heron”

“Which of my photographs is my favorite? The one I’m going to take tomorrow.” - Imogen Cunningham
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Artists of the Week
Photography

James wanted to be a photographer throughout the years.
Then, fifteen years ago, an image of a Koi fish appeared on
the viewfinder of his camera; the photograph was so clear
and sharp that he said, “Now I know what I will be doing
after I retire.”

James Weaver
ARTIST OF THE WEEK

June 21-28

“Koi”

That photo (above) along with 20,000-plus since, make up his current processing
inventory. It, plus another 100 or so, have appeared on greeting cards, mousepads,
mugs, and prints, and have sold online, locally, and at the Whatcom Art Market.

“Lavender

You can follow James on his web site at:

“Sunset”

www.james-e-weaver.fineartamerica.com or https://fineartamerica.com/profiles/james-e-weaver
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Artists of the Week
Photography

Brad Belle
ARTIST OF THE WEEK

June 28 - July 5

The featured WAG artist this week is Brad Bell whose passion is Industrial
Photography. Brad loves to create 3D art using metal, clay, or wood as his medium.

Brad says, "Growing up on Samish Island, and
settling down here in beautiful Northwest
Washington has given me not only the ability to
be inspired by the beauty around me, but has
also given me the artistic culture and
educational opportunities to grow as an artist."

Brad's work can be found on Facebook and Instagram
@merelyaccidentalart
You can also contact Brad at BellCustomStudio@yahoo.com
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Call for Artists of the Week

Our desire is to spotlight the many different artists that make up the WAG,
by featuring each member and their art as Artist of the Week.
If you would like to be featured as the WAG Artist of the Week, and you
are not currently showing at the WAM, please email the following to
Belinda Botzong at refindcreations33@gmail.com :
3-5 jpg images of your latest work and a jpg photo of yourself (head shot).
Name each jpg to include the title of the piece and your last name.
example—Sunshine.Botzong.jpg
A short bio, or process description.

You will be notified by email when you are scheduled for Facebook,
Instagram, and other promotions by the WAG marketing committee!
And of course, you will also be a featured in a “Artist of the Week”
article in the WAG newsletter.
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Venues -

Beth Franklin at

Beth Franklin
“Guardian”

The artwork of WAG member Beth Franklin will be on display at the Fairhaven Village
Books during July.
Beth is a painter, photographer, and mixed media enthusiast. She was born in Bellingham,
where she spent many years working in a physically demanding career of boiler service
work. Retiring early, Beth enrolled at Skagit Valley College where she earned an art
department award, and an Associate degree in Visual Arts earlier this year.

Beth’s currently finding her niche in creating art that feeds her soul. She wants her art
to express to the viewer, her love of nature, wildlife, and her summers at sea.
You can find more of Beth’s work at
https://fishinforart.com
bethfranklin@fishinforart.com
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Thanks to the following WAG members who signed up to display
their art at the Pacific Northwest Artisan Market during July:

Carol Ann
Mechel
Brad
Belinda
Rod
June
Kay Dee
Alaya
Caroline
Manijeh

Anderson
Belle
Belle
Botzong
Hayes
Kiefer
Powell
Rousseau
Schauer
Troutman

The opening date for the show is still up in the air contingent upon Skagit
County receiving the go ahead for Phase 3. Once that happens, the plan is
to be open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 10-6 through August.
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