In A Word . . .

(thoughts from your President)

How can it be March already? Although, we did get off to a slow start with no meetings in
January. But, your WAG Board is in high gear now.

We had a great planning meeting in mid-February and there were many great ideas flying around the
table. We broke up into five groups and discussed ways to improve WAG’s offerings, and we came up
with many interesting and fun ways for our members and the community to expand the art experience.
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As usual, we started the new year with a smaller membership than we had at
the end of last year. Sometimes it is just getting everyone back into the swing of
signing up. In case you have not renewed your membership, see Mechel Bell
at the meeting and she’ll help to bring you current. Just a reminder that the fee
is now $50.
To make things more interesting, the planning group decided that a fun survey
called “What WAG Wants to Know” might help to get people more
involved. The survey is included in this newsletter, and copies will also be
available at our March 10th general meeting. Members who complete the
survey will be eligible to win a nice prize. See pages 16 thru 18 for more
information. Here’s your opportunity to “speak your mind”. Winners will be
announced and prizes will be handed out at the April general meeting.
Another comment during the planning meeting was that the business sessions
of our general meetings were boring and left little time for programs and other
fun things. I get the point, and promise to work very hard to shorten them by
conducting only essential business during these meetings so that we’ll have
more time for fun things that are interesting, diverse, and engaging.
Other highlights include a redesign of the membership application to include
making it a fillable form to help facilitate processing via email, WAG business
cards, and a new WAG brochure for sponsors who might be interested in
supporting the WAG by donating. With this brochure, donators can obtain a
tax-deductible receipt for their generosity. Many people don’t know that their
donation to the Whatcom Art Guild (a 501 3c) is tax deductible as are your
MEMBERSHIP DUES!
As we continue to expand our Sponsor and Grant base, we will be sharing
more about this program.
Have a wonderful time making art, whatever your
medium. Welcome Spring!!!!

Carol Ann Anderson
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The Australian bush-fires have united crafters around the world to make
koala mittens, kangaroo and wombat pouches, possum boxes, bird nests, and
even bat wraps. At least a billion animals have died since the record-breaking
Australian bush-fires started last September. But, hundreds of thousands of
them are being rescued and lovingly swaddled in pouches provided by
hundreds of knitters and crafters from around the world.
People from as far as the United States, Britain, Hong Kong, France and
Germany are donating a variety of cozy homes for the various marsupials,
many of which have burnt paws, or have lost their mothers.

Hand-crocheted bird nests.
Locals are building boxes to house birds
and mammals in bushfire ravaged areas.

Beds made from old tires.
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If you’re interested in sewing, knitting or crocheting items for Australia’s
rescued wildlife, the Animal Rescue Freecycle Craft Guild of Australia
is providing information on their Facebook page regarding what they need
the most, along with free patterns and guides to help volunteer crafters.
Click on their link below for more information.
https://www.facebook.com/pg/arfsncrafts/photos/?ref=page_internal

Below is the link for the Go Fund Me page for rescued koalas. Their
original goal was $25K-current donation amount is $7,782,950.
That’s over $7 million!
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-thirsty-koalas-devastated-by-recent-

For information regarding how to help the various
Australian Fire Aide Agencies click the links below.
https://www.bustle.com/p/how-to-donate-to-causes-fighting-the-australian-fires-1973810
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Why not do something different this spring and Paint Your Shoes?
Below are three DIY ways to make a statement for pennies. Chances are you
will have most of the supplies at home already.

Acrylic Painted

S

Sharpie

Children-Themed

Find “how to” instructions and supply information
on the internet, specifically You Tube and Pinterest.
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WA M

Original location in McKenzie alley, Fairhaven.

Current location on 11th Street, Fairhaven.
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Big news for the Art Market – March is the 10th anniversary of our opening
as the cooperative gallery for members of the Whatcom Art Guild. Thank you to all
our supporters who have contributed to this success, and to all our artists, past and
present, who have made it the fun place that it is. Our thanks as well to our great
Fairhaven neighbors. Come join us as we celebrate our 10 th anniversary during
Fairhaven’s Fourth Friday Art Walk, March 27, 5-8pm. Sip and nibble time! And of
course, we are open every day, 10am-6pm.
Continuing our focus on our artists, our weekly March featured artists are:
March 2-8: Pam Pontious – Pamdabears, Soft Sculpture. Come meet Pam and
discuss her doll-making techniques Saturday March 7, 11-3.
March 9-15: Jan Omey - Gourd Baskets. Jan will be on site Wednesday March 11,
noon-5, to answer your questions about her wonderful art of gourd decorating.
March 16-22: James Weaver – Photography. Come chat with James Saturday March
21, 11-3 about the how, what and why of his work.
March 23-29: JoAnne Wyatt – Watercolor and acrylic painting. JoAnne will be on
site for Fairhaven’s 4th Friday Art Walk, March 27, 5-8, demonstrating techniques in
watercolor as we celebrate our 10th anniversary.
March 30-April 5: Karin Silvernale - Mixed Media and Collage. Come watch Karin
demonstrate painting with cold wax and oil, Saturday April 4, noon-3.
Special Event-WAM 10 year anniversary: Fairhaven Fourth Friday Art Walk,
March 27, 5-8pm. Many of our artists and other WAG members will join us as we
welcome friends, family, neighbors and most importantly our customers. Please
join us!
The Art Market is at 1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven) and
is the co-operative for members of the Whatcom Art Guild.
Phone number 360 738 8564

Website whatcomartmarket.org.
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Greetings WAG Members. It’s time to put your creative thinking caps
on again and participate in our first art challenge of the year!

Beth Roberson

Celia Clarke
Karen VerBurg
Your Challenge Team

Your assignment is to use your imagination and use any choice of medium in order
to create your own self-portrait. Then bring your self-portrait to the April meeting
where we intend to hold up each portrait and ask members to guess who the artists is.
During the break everyone will vote for their favorites, and a monetary award will be
presented to the top five vote-getters.
For some interesting examples, Google search “self portraits ” and check out what the
old masters have done. And if you’re still stumped, come to the March meeting where
we will provide more information and tips.
We hope we have inspired you to dive in and take the challenge! We wound up with a
wonderful display of over 30 entrants at our last “water world “ challenge, and we
hope to have just as many this time.
By the way, did you guess that the self portrait above is our own Celia Clarke?
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Jan Omey
1st Place
“Mardi Gras”
Art Market

Caroline Schauer
3rd Place
“Embracing the Sunlight”

Jeffery St. Rose
2nd Place
“Visual Symphonies”
Art Market

Rich Cavnar
4th Place
“Purple Shade”
Colophon Cafe
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Have you ever wondered where the co-op finds the artists who hang in
their café, and whether you could be one of them? Have you thought of
submitting to the Jansen Art Center’s juried community exhibit, but aren’t
sure how to do it? Have you submitted to several shows, but been

, and don’t know why? Does reading a show prospectus confuse
and
you in the

you? Do the digital requirements of a submittal leave
?

Come to the March WAG meeting and get some of the
common worries. Find out:

to these

*How to take a successful picture of your work and re-size it for submittal,
*How to follow a prospectus,
*How to approach potential venues, and
*How to prepare and present your work for exhibition.
You, too, can get hung!
Lorraine Day will be providing an overview
of how to get your art noticed, and educate us
regarding the “Dos and Don’ts” of submitting
your art for a show.
She will address the issues above plus a few
more, and will share her extensive knowledge
concerning how to show off your work.
You don’t want to miss it!
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The below WAG members had their work juried into the Spring Open
Exhibit at The Jansen Art Center in Lynden, WA. Their work will be on display throughout
May 2020. Admission is free, so why not go to Lynden and take it in?

“Nebula”

Rich Cavnar

“Amaryllis”

Jackson Faulkner

“The Presence / I pass Right Through You . . .”
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Lorraine Day

”First Trimester”

“Fetching”
Joyce Norfolk

“Dane’ish Delight”
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Cristal McQueen

“Night Flight”

“Into the Breeze”

Image Not Available

“Flow / 5 ”
Allyson Brown

“Summer’s Beauty”
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Featuring the Photography of Cristal McQueen
February 2020

WAG member CRISTAL McQUEEN had her
photography featured in the February issue of
Southside Living. Here’s a snapshot of said article.

Primarily a photographer, Cristal also
experiments with acrylic, watercolor,
colored pencil, and other visual mediums
such as pebble and sea glass art. She feels
that “an artist should be actively creative and
unafraid to try something different”.

“Stillness in Motion”

Recently Cristal embraced a technique called
Scanography which is a process of scanning
arranged items. The dramatic results produces
an incredibly detailed, and visually dramatic image.

“I’ve discovered that photography has
very little to do with the things that
you see, and everything to do with the
way you see them”.
“Night Flight”
Photo courtesy of Roozengaard
Fields, Skagit County
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WAG member Belinda Botzong was recently elected
as Vice President of Marketing for the Guild, and her
first task is to organize a new Marketing Committee to
assist in the following:

Website production/maintenance,
Social media, to include WAG’s Facebook
Events outreach,
Increase membership,
Promote WAG artists in venues and shows,
Support community events, and
Educate the community in the arts.
The Marketing Committee will be supporting other departments within the WAG
such as Shows, Venues, Membership, and the Newsletter in their efforts to promote
interest in the WAG.
The Marketing Committee will consist of a Website Chair, and a Publicity and
Marketing Chair as well as a few committee members to assist the Chairs.
The Website Chair and Publicity and Marketing Chair can expect to attend a
quarterly meeting and to expend about 8-10 hours a month on projects.
Committee members will be encouraged to attend the quarterly meetings and to
work on projects throughout the year. This would most likely require and hour or
two a week.

If you are interested please contact Belinda at refindcreations33@gmail.com.
360 966-6473
The first committee meeting is planned for Monday, March 23 at 6:30pm downtown
at Refind Creations, 301 W. Holly suite M6 inside Atomic Kitten. There is a flight of
stairs involved.

16

The WAG Planning Group has prepared the below survey in order to gather
thoughts and ideas from WAG Members. Those who completely fill out and return
the survey will have their names entered into a drawing for prizes (see below).
Three ways to participate:

1. Print form (rt click-print), fill by hand, mail to WAG
2. Print form, fill by hand, bring to March meeting
(forms will be available at the March meeting)

3. Complete fillable form (sent by email), and email
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PAGE 1
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PAGE 2

PLEASE HAND IN YOUR SURVEY RESPONSE BY 8:30 PM AT THE MARCH 10 WAG GENERAL MEETING, OR
MAIL YOUR SURVEY RESPONSE BY MARCH 7 to WAG, Attn, Survey, PO BOX 3005, BELLINGHAM, WA 98277, OR
COMPLETE THE SURVEY ELECTRONICALLY AND EMAIL TO CAROL ANN ANDERSON AT

carol-ann-anderson@usa.net BY MARCH 7
NOTE: A fillable survey form will be emailed separate from this month’s newsletter.

PRIZES WILL BE HANDED OUT AT THE APRIL GENERAL MEETING
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At only 10 years old Violeta Farias is an emerging young artist.
A few months ago Diana Guzman-Wells rallied other WAG members
to take up a collection of art supplies for young Violetta to help her
on her journey to develop her drawing skills. To no surprise and just
in time for Christmas, folks came through with a considerable trove
of drawing and coloring supplies. Violetta’s Mother said Violetta was
“over the moon” when she received the beautiful wooden art case
with pencils, brushes, and paints along with other art supplies.

MT VERNON
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WAG EXHIBIT

During the month of April, WAG will be hosting an art show at the Lincoln
Theater in Mt. Vernon. The show dates coincide with the Skagit County Tulip
Festival which will ensure good visibility.
Thanks to all who entered.

Application for entries is now closed, however, WAG members are encouraged
to visit the display and show their support.
The exhibit will be at the Lincoln Theatre in Mt. Vernon through April.
The Theatre is located at 712 South 1st St., Mt. Vernon 98273 360 336-8955

