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June 2019 

Summer is nearly here – warm sun, color and scent of flowers and shrubs, the chirping of parent 
and baby birds – all good for the soul.  

As always, much is happening in the Guild. Warmer weather brings more customers to our Art 
Market, the Plein Aire group is meeting weekly, our May meeting was well attended with a large 
turnout to meet and appreciate 50-year member Dixie Tamcke, members continue to make use of 
our venues, our Artist of the Month program attracts many inspired entries at monthly meetings.  

Our June 11 meeting’s program is a ‘Swap and Sell’ event. Come find art supplies from the stashes 
of 20 of our members, plus help support our Scholarship Fund. Bring cash! Enter your art into the 
Artist of the Month for June. Winners will hang and show during July in Bellingham locations. 

Our VP, Shows, Carol Ann Anderson is nailing down the final arrangements for 
an October Show – read more in the Newsletter during the coming months.  

Thank you to Pam Pontious, Board Trustee, and Lorraine Day, VP Programs, 
who are temporarily also handling Membership and Venues as we look to fill 
those vacancies on the Board.   

Speaking of the Board and 2020, we have focused in 2018 and 2019 on better 
financial control.  Our financial picture is now much clearer. Special thanks go 
to our Treasurer James Weaver and WAM Chair Peg Alexander for their help 
in the process. The Art Market is clearly self-supporting, well budgeted and 
management decisions can be made easily. Our Scholarship Program is well 
controlled, not as successful as we would like, but we can understand how to 
improve. On the general membership side, the picture is not so rosy. We have 
suspected that our annual dues do not cover our membership programs and 
benefits, despite a steadily increasing number of members, and now we know 
that to be true. Our annual dues of $35 have been static for 10 years or more, 
during which time it has become more and more difficult to continue our 
Shows programs. In addition, our expenses, such as meeting space rent,       
supplies, banking and accounting costs, have steadily risen. The Board          
reviewed the membership costs of other local art organizations, our own        
operating costs and wanted a decision which would not need re-visiting for       
a few years. The decision has been made to increase our annual dues to $50,     
effective July 1. If you are a current, paid-up member, this will not affect     
you until January 1, 2020, but will apply to all new members joining              
July 1 onwards. 

A dues increase is never popular but is necessary to remain a healthy              
organization being fiscally responsible, focused on the future, our responsibility 
to the local art community and providing art-related benefits to our members. 
I thank everyone who has helped make this difficult decision and welcome the 
understanding and feedback of you, our members.  

See you June 11th at our monthly meeting!     



  Betsy Ross flag design                              
showing five-pointed stars 

                 Francis Hopkinson flag design                      
        showing six-pointed stars 
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Celebrated on June 14,  Flag Day commemorates the adoption of the flag of 
the United States on June 14, 1777 by resolution of the Second Continental 
Congress. The U.S. Army also celebrates it’s birthday on this date; Congress 
adopted "the American continental army" after reaching a consensus position 
in the Committee of the Whole on June 14, 1775. 

Also on June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress created the standard for the 
American flag as consisting of 13 stripes, alternating between red and white. 
In addition, there would be 13 stars on a field of blue, one for each of the 
original colonies.  

It is believed that Francis Hopkinson, a Congressman and patriot from New 
Jersey, was the true designer of the flag as documented in the journals of the 
Continental Congress.  

 

 

 

 

 

General George Washington, then commander-in-chief of the Continental 
Army, visited upholsterer Betsy Ross in 1776 with Hopkinson’s flag design 
and requested her skills to sew the first American Flag. Ross convinced 
George Washington to change the shape of the stars in the design he showed 
her, from six-pointed to five-pointed by demonstrating that it was easier and 
speedier to cut the latter. 

Remember to show your pride by flying the flag on June 14. 

The Meaning of   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_Acts_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Congress
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Honoring   

Our thanks go to President Pat Fisher 

who hosted the event, and spoke to 

Dixie‘s background and her huge   

contribution over the years.   

 Prior to the May General Meeting, long time 

WAG member Dixie Tamcke was honored 

for her 50 years of service to the Guild.   

A very special thanks go to Karen Tobiassen who    

singlehandedly organized the event.  Karen not 

only made arrangements for the plaque and cake, 

but she personally contacted several “old-timers” 

encouraging them to attend. 

It was a great opportunity 
for old friends to catch up.  

JoAnne Wyatt and Ruby Starr 

Dixie and JoAnne Wyatt 
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Thank you Dixie! 

The Old Crew 

Honoring   
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Our weekly featured artists for June are:  

Monday June 3 thru Sunday June 9 - John and Ginny Seevers, John’s Basket Case and 
Ginny’s Diddly Squat Designs. On Saturday June 8, 11am-3pm, John will demonstrate 
how he creates long pine needle coiled baskets while Ginny will discuss her bag-making 
methods, including how to protect credit cards.  

Monday June 10 thru Sunday June 16 - Jackson Faulkner, Roadside Reflections, 
Photography. Come meet and greet with Jackson, Saturday June 15, 11am - 3pm, and 
find something awesome for Dad. 

Monday June 17 thru Sunday June 23 - Diane Stiles, Willowcrane Art, mixed media 
painting and jewelry creation. Diane will be on site Saturday June 22, 11am - 3pm, 
demonstrating her art.  

Monday June 24 thru Sunday June 30 - Lori Hill, oil painter (and “Ostrich Lady”). 
Saturday June 29, 11am - 3pm Lori will demonstrate her oil painting techniques and 
help you paint your own ‘take home’ ostrich. 

Special events: 

Fairhaven Fourth Friday Art Walk, June 28. Lori Hill is at the Art Market,           

5-8pm. Come have fun painting your own ostrich to take home.   

Allied Arts on the Village Green, Friday-Saturday June 28 and 29. Come visit the Art 
Market’s tent Saturday, 11am - 4pm, to see a display of  new members’ work. 

 

 

 

The Art Market is at 1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven) and is the     
co-operative for members of  the Whatcom Art Guild.  

Phone number is: 360 738 8564. Website is: whatcomartmarket.org. 

Summer fun time at the Art Market! We have new local art constantly 
coming in, and new artists to find out about. Father’s Day is June 15. 
Come find something unique and local for Dad. Visitors from out of  
town? Bring them along. We are open 7 days a week, staffed by         
knowledgeable member artists at all times.   
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Continuing our countdown of the top 10 popular National 
Parks, Arches National Park, comes in at 7th place.            

Visiting Arches National Park is like visiting another planet, 
one with thousands of natural sandstone arches, red rocks 
and landforms in amazing configurations, and light that 
seems to change every moment. The way the shadows play 
across the arches makes the park especially intriguing for 
photographers, who are drawn to capturing its enchanting 
vistas at dawn and dusk in particular. 

Delicate Arch 46 ft x 32 ft 

Established in 1929, Arches National Park covers nearly 77,000 acres. Located 5 miles 

northwest of Moab, Utah the park boasts 26 miles of scenic road and hikes for every level 
of fitness. Hikers can choose from a wide variety of trails, from short 20-minute walks to 
Balanced Rock and the Double Arch, to remote and challenging treks through the Fiery 
Furnace and up to Delicate Arch.  When you need to come back down to Earth, simply 
look up: the Colorado Plateau is home to some of the darkest skies in the contiguous 48 
United States, yielding impressive views of the Milky Way.      
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https://travel.usnews.com/Arches_National_Park_UT/


 

Greetings WAG Members,  

It’s time for a new art challenge! Are you up for some inspiration, creativity and 
experimentation? We invite you to accept the challenge and bring a work in to share at 
the July WAG meeting. We will have an artist’s choice vote and award prizes to the top 
winners. It is always amazing to see the varied works, in all mediums, that our talented 
members have created. It’s a learning experience for all and a delight for the eye!  

 

This challenge is to create an art work                                                                    
incorporating complementary colors.  

   

        Start with the color wheel. 

        Choose a color and its complement                                                                                
      straight across the wheel.                                                                                        

        Place them next to each other                                                                                         
      somewhere in your work.   

 

 

Why are complementary colors important in color theory? 

When placed next to each other, complementary colors make each other appear 
brighter and more intense.   

It is said that no color is more beautiful, more exciting, or more vibrant than when it is 
placed next to its complement, its partner, across the color wheel. Let’s experiment and 
see what we can come up with!  

Looking forward to seeing your work at the July meeting- 

         Beth Roberson, Celia Clarke, and Karen VerBurg 
    Co-Chairs, Artist Challenge  

 

   The Artist Challenge for the July meeting will be:   

                “Create Vibrancy In Your Artwork                                  

    by using  Complementary Color  Combinations.” 
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  Samples of art using  Complementary Color  Combinations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  Karen provides a sample of the complementary colors of yellow and blue 

(boat and water),  and yellow and purple (water directly under the boat). 

Below:  Beth Roberson’s work shows the use of three sets of complementary colors;    

red and green, yellow and purple, and blue and orange. 

                  

  Karen VerBurg 

 Beth Robernson 
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 Alice Healy 
             Watercolor 
                 “Zion” 
            Colophon Cafe 
 

           Denny Allen 
             Driftwood  
      “From the Beach” 
              Art Market 
 

           Dixie Tamcke  
     Colored Pencil 

         “Calla”Lily” 
         Banner Bank  
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RTIST of the Month 



 

WAG member and photographer Jackson 
Faulkner gave a captivating presentation of 
his photography at the May general meeting.   
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Jackson’s passion and feelings for his work was obvious and contagious. There was a 
lot of audience engagement, with numerous comments and questions.   



Nancy Craig will be displaying 

her work at Fairhaven Village 

Books during June. 
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I am “For The Luv of Flowers”.   

For over 40 years my passion has been creating art with flowers using several 

mediums. 

I spend my days nurturing my flower garden, and picking, drying, pressing and 
creating consumes my days and gives me much joy. The fragrance is intoxicating 
and oh, how I love the feel of the velvety petals between my fingers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About a year ago I discovered resin. It is a messy, sticky and tricky medium to work 
with, but the end results are satisfying. I preserve each flower, to capture its natural 
state, by layering resin gently on and over the delicate petals. Each wall decor piece 
is a one of a kind expression of my love for flowers.  



 

WAG member and photographer Jackson Faulkner received 
recognition for his two entries in the “Essence of Bellingham” 
photo competition. 

Each year, the City of Bellingham and the Whatcom Museum sponsor the "Essence of      
Bellingham" photography competition. Digital or scanned entries gathered over the          
previous year that capture the "essence" of Bellingham are showcased and added to a        
collection documenting Bellingham and the diverse nature of life in the city.  

Entries may appear in Whatcom Museum and City of Bellingham publications, and in      
various places such as print, TV, and the Internet.        Congratulations Jackson! 

“The Shining Glory” 

   Honorable Mention 

“The Seat of Power” 

       Best of Subject 
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GOOD NEWS! 

 

 Gallery Pegasus will be continuing in business at the 
 same location at 301 W. Holly Street, with a new partner, 
 Atomic Kitten (Mid-Century modern furniture, fine art, 
 and home accessories).  

Owner and WAG member Heidi Wood invites Bellingham artists to check out the 
gallery as a new home for their art.  

Contact Heidi at heidi@gallerypegasus.com, or drop by during the Bellingham 
Downtown Art Walk, Friday June 7th, 6-10pm.  

mailto:heidi@gallerypegasus.com


“Splish and Splash” 

I have loved art even from a very young age. I grew up helping and learning 

from my “Grannie” in her ceramic shop.  

Recently, after telling my son to follow his dreams and to make sure he loves 

what he’s doing, I decided to follow my own advice and set up a small studio in 

my house and started painting.  

To my amazement, my family and friends loved my paintings, and suggested I 

start selling them.  That was Thanksgiving 2017.  Now days I’m painting every 

day.  

My main medium is acrylic on canvas, but I also venture into mix medium and 

clay. 

My husband and I just purchased a frame studio which we hope to get up and 

running in our home shop sometime this summer.  My future plans are to     

hopefully create a co-op type of environment for artists. 

 

Welcome new member, painter Mechel Bell.  
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Welcome new member, photographer Rich Cavnar.  

I am constantly striving to expand my awareness of nature and our place within it.  

The outside world has always been my inspiration - it's fluid and changeable, the light 

natural, the shadows real. 

 

I'm drawn to the small details our busy lives often pass by without notice, and all my 

pictures speak to something deeper and more profound within me - within us all, I 

hope. 

 

I attempt to show impressions and abstractions that let nature’s colors and shapes tell 

the story. A story that I feel is universal. 

 

Lately I have been using ICM (Intentional Camera Movement) to give a more 

impressionistic, or abstract look to what I am shooting. It feels more creative and is 

pleasing to my eye and sensibility. 
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At the June WAG meeting we will be holding an Art Swap ‘n Sell.  This will be an excellent 
time for members to move some of their “no longer used” art-related items. Only WAG 
members can purchase space, however, non-members are welcome to attend and shop. 
Here’s how it will work: 

 SELLERS COST -  $5 for a half table, $10 for a full table, and $5 per floor space.                   
  
 A SHARED TABLE will be available for those who only have a few items to sell.  
 Cost to use the shared table is $2.   
  
 DONATION TABLE - There will also be a Donation, or Free Table available. Please          
 consider donating an item or two to this table. Items on this table will be “FREE” 
 for the taking. However, we would appreciate a donation to the Scholarship Fund  
 jar. Pocket change, or folding money is welcomed. Every little bit helps. 
 
  
 SELLERS WILL KEEP THEIR PROCEEDS FROM SALES.  
 
 
Reminder: Sellers, bring bags to put small purchases in, and small bills and some coins 
 to make change for sales.  Remember to mark your asking price on each item. 

          Below is a sample of some of the items that will be for sale. 

Rubber stamps, stencils & masks Various unopened Ranger in washes Canvas stretcher bars & canvas 

Books-painting & Colored Pencil Watercolor & mixed media paper Weaving & knitting  equipment 

Electric pencil sharpeners Children’s art window paints Matt board & Foam Core 

Acrylic craft paint Folding floor easle Paint brushes & sponges 

Paper Mache stuff Tempera paints Grid shelves & lights 

Sketch book Staplers Tabletop easle 

Frames Art journals Pastels 

Pottery items French easle Jewelry stuff 

Backer boards Art magazines Canvas boards 

Drawing supplies Shoebox full of beads Pallets & knives 

Matts & Mattboard Books-craft & painting Varity of colored pencils 

Waterfall hangers for grids Shimmer spray washes-new Oil, acrylic & watercolor paints 

Bring a friend!      Bring your neighbor!!    Bring your family!!! 
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Tables designated for the BOARD members will be used for the business meeting, 
then the tables will be used by Sellers if necessary.  
 
Below is how the room will be laid out for the sale. 
                
 

Remember to please bring an item for the DONATION table. 
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QUESTIONS?  Contact me by email (studiogals@aol.com), or phone (360 389-7964) with  
         questions or concerns. 

FYI: 
 
Sellers will be able to start setting up at 6PM. Come early as we’ll need to set up       
tables and chairs. Enter at front, or rear entrance via Sparrow Salon parking lot.      
See diagram below. 
 
Brief business meeting to proceed the sale. Artist of the Month will go as usual. 
 
Suggest buyers bring small bills which will help the sellers to make change.   
 
We’re asking members to please bring an art-related item to donate to the FREE      
table. Items on this table will be FREE for the taking. However, a small donation   
in the Scholarship Fund jar will certainly be appreciated. No donation is too small. 


