April 2019

In A Word . . .

(thoughts from your President)

March has marked a significant milestone for the Guild – the beginning of the tenth year of operation of our
cooperative, the Whatcom Art Market in Fairhaven. Since opening in March 2010, ‘WAM’ has provided
exhibition and selling space for over 90 of our members, gradually building a reputation as the place for local
and visiting art-lovers to find a great selection of local artists’ work.
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What started as a chance opportunity for a venue for a Christmas show in late 2009, has
now become a 7-day a week, year-round gallery operation. The opportunity was brought to
us by JoAnne Wyatt, with space offered by developer David Ebenal in the basement of a
recently renovated building on the corner of McKenzie and 12th in Fairhaven, in McKenzie
Alley. Fondly referred to as ‘the dungeon’, the cooperative was opened in March 2010, after
an incredible month of hard work by a handful of members, started at a February meeting at
Dixie Tamcke’s home.
Originally WAM housed exhibition space for 30+ artists, plus a space for giving art classes.
After a couple of years, the Steering Committee decided to do away with the teaching space
and add in more exhibit space, providing accommodation for an additional 15 artists. The
co-op has always operated with a schedule of the member artists running the gallery. We
have been lucky to have willing members volunteering to do the administrative, financial,
promotional and visual presentation tasks needed to keep the gallery running smoothly.

In 2016, we lost our home on McKenzie Alley, but found our new home on 11th Street. Again,
thanks to an enormous amount of work done by a small group of willing volunteers, headed
up by Phyllis Howard, Elvy Schmoker and Lori Hill, ‘the dungeon’ was closed down and the
new site opened in the space of three weeks, with a grand re-opening of Whatcom Art Market
in April 2016.
Over the years, the traffic attracted to the Art Market has increased continuously, bringing
regular sales and increasing recognition for many of our Guild members and their art. An
enormous benefit for participating members is the inspiration of working alongside their
co-members and learning to successfully deal with all aspects of showing and selling their art.
And that is what our Guild is all about – learning and encouraging life in the art world. If you
would like to be a part of the continuing success of the Art Market, contact our Art Market
Chair, Peg Alexander, or the keeper of our wait-list, Elvy Schmoker.
And if you haven’t visited the Art Market, do it soon, with your friends and family.

Pat Fisher
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Big news!

Starting April 1, by popular demand, the Art Market will be open 7 days a
week, 10am to 6pm daily.

Continuing our 2019 focus on art created from recycled and upcycled material, our
featured artists this month are all experts in creating new beauty from old. Come in, talk
about their chosen materials and techniques, and be inspired! Looking for a gift or
something new for yourself? Our friendly staff (all member artists) will help you find just
the right item.
Our weekly featured artists are:
Monday April 1 - Sunday April 7 - Janice Hartwell, Jestures by Janice, fiber artist. Saturday
April 6, noon-4, Janice will host a ‛make & take’ demonstration on how to make paper
beads, a rag coaster or a felted brooch – your choice. She is the creator of Babushka Doll
pincushions, rugs, bowls & coasters from scrap material, felted brooches, wall hangings
and paper bead necklaces.
Monday April 8 - Sunday April 14 - Walt Hekala, WE Talking Stones, metal artist. Saturday
April 13, 11-2pm, Walt will demonstrate "Fold Forming", a process to make 3 dimensional
shapes in metal. He recycles brass & copper into new fabulous jewelry!
Monday April 15 - Sunday April 21 - Jen Parker, ReImagined. Saturday April 20, 11-2pm Jen
demonstrates how she builds her recycled art, discussing her techniques and methods. Jen
uses repurposed wood and metal, found objects, paint and texture to create whimsical
critters. Her pieces are weatherproofed for display in the garden, or on a patio or deck.
Monday April 22 - Sunday April 28 - Belinda Botzong, Refind Creations. Saturday April 27
Belinda will be on hand to discuss how she rescues items and turns them into art, and how
she paints with petals. Some picture frames are recycled, tiles are recovered from
construction sites, magnets are 100% recycled, insulators from power lines are made into
candle holders. Belinda also incorporates vintage fishing corks, tire irons, pinecones and
acorns into her art work for fabulous unique home décor.

Fairhaven 4th Friday Art Walk, April 26, 5-8pm. Belinda Botzong is our featured
artist and will be on site to discuss her work "Painting with Petals".
Monday April 29 thru Sunday May 5 - Peg Alexander, A Seasonal Woman. Saturday May 4,
11-3pm, Peg will show how she upcycles vintage jewelry into modern new pieces women
enjoy wearing now. She also works with precious metal clay to create unique,
one-of-a-kind jewelry.
The Art Market is at 1103 11th Street, Bellingham (Fairhaven) and is the co-operative for members
of the Whatcom Art Guild.
Phone: 360 738 8564 Website: whatcomartmarket.org.

FAIRHAVEN
Friday Art Walk

During her stint as “Artist of the Week” during the Fairhaven
Friday Art Walk, member Beth Roberson gave a demonstration
lesson on painting loosely in watercolor. Her subject was chickens
(notice Beth’s apron). Beth worked with member John Seevers to
produce John’s first watercolor painting. John is an accomplished
basket maker.
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Continuing our countdown of the top 10 popular National Parks, Bryce Canyon National
Park, located in southwestern Utah, comes in at ninth place.
The major feature of the park is Bryce Canyon, which despite its name, is not a canyon, but a
collection of giant natural amphitheaters. Bryce is distinctive due to geological structures called
hoodoos *1 which were formed by frost weathering and stream erosion of the river and lake bed
sedimentary rocks. Bryce has the largest concentration of hoodoos found anywhere on Earth.
*1 A hoodoo (also called a tent rock, fairy chimney, and earth pyramid) is a tall, thin spire of rock that protrudes from the bottom of an
arid drainage basin or badland.

Bryce is much smaller, and sits at a
much higher elevation than nearby
Zion National Park. The rim at
Bryce varies from 8,000 to 9,000.
The area was settled by Mormon
pioneers in the 1850s and was named
after Ebenezer Bryce who homesteaded
in the area in 1874. The area around
Bryce Canyon was designated as a
national park by Congress in 1928. The
park covers 35,835 acres and received
2,365,110 recreational visitors in 2016
substantially fewer than Zion National
Park or Grand Canyon National.
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The viewpoint at Inspiration Point consists of three levels that provide varied
spectacular perspectives of the main amphitheater.

Sunrise at Inspiration Point

Tower Bridge, as seen
from Inspiration Point
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Milky Way over Sunrise Pt

Milky Way over Hoodoos Pt

Bryce Canyon has some of the
darkest night skies in the United
States, and the stargazing is
extraordinary on a clear night.
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Thor's Hammer is a spectacular example
of a hoodoo,

Bryce Point, Thor’s Hammer

The best times to visit Utah/Bryce Canyon are:
April–May when there are less people and there
are many species of wildlife and flowers, or
September–October when the colorful foliage is
abundant, and temperatures are cooler.

Navajo Loop Trail

Wall Street, Navajo Loop Trail

RTISTCHALLENGE
The subject of the April Artist Challenge is “Skagit
at the March General Meeting
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Valley” which was announced

What does this bring to mind for you? Are you thinking mountains, tulips, snow geese
and eagles, or something entirely different? We hope you will join in the fun of sharing
your ideas, stories and skills through your art with other WAG members at the April
9th General Meeting.
For new members; the Artist Challenge is a fun activity designed to have members
interact in sharing their many faceted artwork with others. It does not have to be
framed or ready to be displayed. To provide incentive, a “members choice” vote will be
taken with everyone choosing their favorite work, and there will be prizes awarded to
the winners.
The Artist Challenge will be held in April, July and November of this year, and their
themes will be announced at the monthly general meeting prior to the challenge month.
Don’t forget that the Artist of the Month event is held EVERY month, and there is no
theme. Just bring in your art to share. The top vote-getters will display their art at a
public venue for the following month. So, it is important that wall art be framed with a
wire on the back (no sawtooth) and ready for display should you win.
During the months of April, July, and November when the Artist Challenge is held,
you are also eligible to submit something for the Artist of the Month event which is
held at every meeting.
So, grab your art supplies and ready, set go!! We hope to see a wonderful panorama of
Skagit Valley art in April!
Your challenge team,

Beth Roberson.

Celia Clarke,

Karen VerBurg
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rtist of the Month

1st Place - Cristal McQueen
Mixed Media
“Winter’s Night”
Gallery Pegasus

3rd Place - Linda Morley
Acrylic
“Shuksan”
Art Market

2nd Place - Thao Le
Alcohol Ink
“Peony”
Colophon Cafe

4th Place - Janice Barrett
Acrylic and Oil
“Delightful Dogwood”
Banner Bank-Cornwall
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Cristal McQueen will be displaying her photography
at the Fairhaven Village Books during April.

I grew up in Albuquerque, New Mexico and lived in Tucson, Arizona, but it wasn’t until I found my way to
the Pacific Northwest that I knew I was home. A few years ago, when I was attending an art exhibit, someone
asked me, “Are you creative”? Without thinking, I replied, “I used to be”. Until that moment, I hadn’t
realized that my creative side had taken a back seat in my life. So, I refocused and began exploring new
creative endeavors – a journey that led me to photography.
With photography I can express myself, and the creative person within is fulfilled. My photographic style
gravitates towards landscapes, wildlife, pets, old buildings and barns. But, really, anything that catches my
eye and translates through the lens grabs my attention.
I live in Bay View, in a lovely rural setting, with my husband, Dennis, who is my daily inspiration and most
ardent supporter. When I’m not traveling throughout the Pacific Northwest in search of my next photographic
inspiration, you can find me donating my time at the Skagit Humane Society where I photograph the dogs, cats
and other critters waiting for their forever homes. Needless to say, Dennis and I now have three rescue cats!
I believe the most important effect of art is to evoke an emotional response. With my photography, that is,
and will always be, my goal.
“Which of my photographs is my favorite? The one I’m going to take tomorrow.”
- Imogen Cunningham
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Caroline Schauer will be displaying her paintings at the Colophon Café
in Fairhaven during April.
I love the people of Malawi, Africa; their warm smiles, generous
hearts and colorful clothing! Painting them going about their
everyday activities brings me great pleasure. I also love being out
in nature. I hope viewers will enjoy my interpretations of God’s
beautiful creation, whether it be people, animals, flowers, or
landscapes.
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Fine Art Photography has been
a joyful journey in my life. It
has been a gift that has taught
me to look at the world around
me in a different way, and to
truly appreciate the beauty of
our surroundings. It has helped
me to stop and smell the roses.
I have learned that photography is a true art form. I am not a
purest and I believe it’s OK to use the digital dark room to
create images that convey my photographic vision as the famous
Ansel Adams did with his work. My goal has been to strive to
create images that convey my vision, capture the mood, and
emotions that I felt, and share them with the viewer.
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I am an award winning photographer, and I have been recognized both locally and
nationally. My fine art photography has been published, and I have been featured in
several Colorado art galleries prior to moving to the Pacific Northwest in 2017.
My web site is Keithclementsphotography.com

Pg 14

Glass is one of my best friends. We started working together 15
years ago, and have gotten along great since then. It’s not always
been a perfect relationship, but over the years, we have gained a
good understanding of what’s acceptable and what is beyond the
ever widening boundaries. I look forward to working with it every
day, and think about it when I should be sleeping.

I recently moved into creating abstract pieces.
Now, I have never been more pleased and
excited to work with this art form. I draw
inspiration for an entire stained glass project
from a focal piece, usually geodes or fused
glass. I’m also beginning to use more
unexpected medium in glass projects, such as
wire and occasionally semi precious stones.
It’s a constantly evolving process with lots of
fun experimentation.

