Newsletter
February 2019

Presidents Day
Monday February 18th

From your president, . . . .
One of the best things about the Guild is being able to say ‘thank you’ to so
many members. My thanks this month go to all who joined in the January
meeting – the program was one of our very popular ‘meet and greet’ sessions,
with many bringing samples of their art to talk about and answer questions.
Judging from the volume and by dropping into each of the break-out groups, I
could see much useful art-talk was swapped and many of us met new friends.
A great way to start out the year!
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Thanks also go to those who have renewed their membership for 2019 (and a
gentle nudge to those who haven’t yet– please do so by the end of February to
get into this year’s published directory and continue your other benefits). And
lastly, thanks to members of the 2018 and 2019 Boards who joined in our
planning meeting of January 15th, and to those members who filled in the
planning feedback survey handed out at the January meeting.
Our next monthly meeting is on Tuesday, February 12th, 7pm at Bellingham
Unitarian Fellowship. We will talk about the results of the planning meeting.
We have some exciting directions for 2019 – please join in to see what is
coming your way and find something you would like to be involved in.
Our plans fall into three categories:
Member benefits – shows, discounts, events and trips, special interest
groups, workshops, new venues, new opportunities on our website and
social media, planned swap meet.
Guild mission – outreach to bring in new members, expansion of
Scholarship program, outreach to local school art programs.
Guild structure and financial health – new membership categories, grants
research, update Guild bylaws and add new chairs to strengthen
member communication, improve member communication through
technology.
Our program for the February meeting is a presentation by Rick Bulman,
Guild member and locally recognized artist, on his etching process. If you
have not seen samples of Rick’s art, I strongly suggest a trip to our Art Market
to check it out – you will love the variety and accomplishment of his work.
I hope your Art Year is off to a good start. The Guild is here to provide you
with fellowship and inspiration, and your involvement will make it happen
for you and all of us. See you February 12th!

Pat Fisher

MOUNT
RUSHMORE
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This month our newsletter recognizes Presidents Day which falls on
Monday February 18th. What better way for our art guild to recognize this
holiday, but to feature the creation of the Mount Rushmore Memorial Park
which honors granite carvings of Presidents George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln
Sculptor Gutzon Borglum created the design and oversaw the project's
execution from 1927 to 1941 with the help of his son Lincoln Borglum who
oversaw the project in mid 1941 after the passing of his father.
It took 400 men using dynamite to remove over 450 thousand tons
of granite rock to carve the monument. Surprisingly, no deaths
occurred during it’s creation.
Construction, which ultimately topped $990,000 was federally
funded. Each president was originally to be depicted from head to
waist, but lack of funding and America’s involvement in WWII
forced the end of construction on October 31, 1941.
In 1938, Gutzon Borglum secretly began blasting in a canyon behind the carved
faces which would be a Hall of Records housing a vault containing the history
of the nation and vital documents like the Constitution and the text of the
Declaration of Independence.
Today the repository contains 16 porcelain enamel panels.
Inscribed on the panels is the story of how Mount Rushmore
came to be carved, who carved it, the reasons for selecting the
four presidents depicted on the mountain, and a short history
of the United States.
Dedicated by President Bush in 1991, the repository is not
accessible to visitors, but is left as a record for people
thousands of years from now who may wonder how and
why Mount Rushmore was carved.

Hall of Records

Numerous things are being done to preserve Mount Rushmore.
This has included installing 8,000 feet of camouflaged copper
wire in 1998 to help monitor 144 hairline cracks. The copper
wire was replaced with fiber optic cable in 2009.
Over three million people visit Mount Rushmore National
Monument each year.

VENUES -

Village Books

“Each time I trip the shutter I’ve stopped time for a instant and transferred a part of my heart and soul into the photograph”. . .

David Twining
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Photographer David Twining will be exhibiting his work at the Fairhaven
Village Books during February.
I’ve been doing photography since I was 15 years old. My first job was at
Barr’s Camera in Bellingham where I was fortunate to have use of their on-site
darkroom and any camera they had in stock.
When I first began exploring my interest in photography, my trusted camera was a large
format 4X5 camera, and I worked mostly in black and white as Ansel Adams was a cult hero
to me. Now I prefer a Nikon camera and I most always have one with me. With the advent of
digital photography came a new language and new technology which was like reinventing
the wheel to me. The upside was no more darkroom, and smelly chemicals.

Sunrise, Samish Bay
I’ve lived most of my life in the Pacific Northwest which has provided me the opportunity to
capture the beauty and serenity of this part of the world. Every shot is carefully composed, and
all are shot using natural light, . . . . I want you to see what I have seen.

House for Rent

Blue Heron

FEATURED ARTIST
Stephen Wiltshire
Stephen Wiltshire is a British architectural artist who
is known for his ability to draw landscapes in amazing
detail after seeing it just once.
Stephen was born a mute in London England, and at the age of three was diagnosed
as an autistic savant. He expressed interest in drawing when just five. His teachers
would deal with his lack of verbal communication skills by temporarily taking away
his art supplies so that he would be forced to learn to ask for them. By the age of
nine he was speaking fully and entering his work in children’s art competitions
winning many awards.
He sold his first work at age seven, and by the time he turned eight, he received his
first commission from the British Prime Minister to create a drawing of Salisbury
Cathedral.

In 2003 the Orleans House Gallery in Twickenham, England, held the first major
retrospective of Wiltshire’s works, spanning a period of 20 years; more than 40,000
visitors attended the exhibit, shattering the gallery’s attendance records.
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FEATURED ARTIST
Stephen Wiltshire - Con’t
Stephen took on his largest project to date in May 2005, when he traveled to Tokyo
to make a panoramic drawing.

Tokoyo
During the following two years he drew similarly detailed pictures entirely from
memory of Rome, including the Vatican and St. Peter’s Cathedral, Hong Kong,
Frankfurt, Madrid, Dubai, Jerusalem, Sydney, Shanghai, Istanbul, Brisbane, New
York, Venice, Amsterdam, Leningrad, Moscow. Stephen attracted record crowds
wherever he stopped to draw.

Vatican-St. Peter’s Cathedral

Rome

In 2006 Stephen was named by Queen Elizabeth II as a
Member of the Order of the British Empire, in recognition
of his services to the art world.

Prince Charles awarding Stephen
as a Member of the Order of the
British Empire.
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FEATURED ARTIST
Stephen Wiltshire - Con’t
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In July 2014, Stephen was commissioned by Singapore PH to create a panoramic
drawing of the city (below), which became part of the National Collection of
Singapore to celebrate the nation’s 50th birthday.
More than 150,000 visitors attend his exhibition in just 5 days, setting an attendance
record in the history of the country.

Marina Bay, Singapore

FEATURED ARTIST
Stephen Wiltshire - Con’t
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Classes - Workshops
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Gallery Pegasus
Weekend Workshop Series

Ned Mueller:

The Art of Seeing - Making a

Painting Work.
Date: Saturday February 2nd and Sunday the 3rd
Cost: $285
www.nedmueller.com

Patrick LoCicero:

Collage and Mixed Media

Assemblage Image Layering

Date: Saturday February 9th and Sunday the 10th
Cost: $230
www.patricklocicero.com

To register contact Heidi
Phone or text (360) 599-7731
Email Heidi@gallerrypegasus.com

Call to Artists - Black Sheep Bar
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All Whatcom County artists are welcome to submit their 2-D artwork to the Black Sheep
bistro - a Bar with Tacos. This is a monthly opportunity in which your work, if selected,
will hang in the Black Sheep space.

* Interested artists are to submit a minimum of 3-5 images for consideration.
* No commission will be taken on sales - you keep whatever you may make.
* All submissions will be considered, however, due to space constraints not all will be
selected for handing.
* The owners of the Black Sheep will determine what will be displayed.
* All works on paper must be framed with a wired back - no sawtooth hangers.
* Artists will be expected to hang their own work in designated space(s) under the
guidance of the curator.
* The owners of the Black Sheep will not be liable for any possible damage incurred on

any artwork during the exhibition of said works.
To submit your work, or for further information, please contact the curator, Casey Burge,
condorpressbham@gmail.com.

ARTIST of the MONTH
Davis

Faulkner

Cruz
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1st Place
Christina Davis
Autumn in Blue
Banner Bank

2nd Place - Tie
Jackson Faulkner
The Heavens Descend to Earth
Art Market

2nd Place -Tie
Therese Cruz
Kentaro
Colophon

Art Market
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February – what can you find at the Art Market that will warm
your Valentine’s heart? Exquisite jewelry, hand carved wood work,
silk painted scarves, handknit hats, scarves and gloves, a beautiful
painting or photo art of their favorite local place or wildlife, etched
glassware and that’s just the start of the ideas. Come in and choose
that special something, plus an art card to say the right words. Our
friendly staff (all artists!) are there to help you find just the right gift.
Still stymied? Don’t forget we have gift cards. Come visit. Our hours
are Wednesday through Sunday, 10-6pm.
Our weekly featured artists for February are:
Wednesday February 6 - Sunday February 10, Kath Piros, Glass Artist. Known for her
bold statement pieces that are both unique and reflect current fashion trends, Kath will
be demonstrating creating fused glass hearts on Saturday February 9, noon to
2pm. Come learn about glass fusing, see the beautiful Valentine-themed jewelry and
sculpture she sells at the Market.
Wednesday February 13 - Sunday February 17, KayDee Powell, brilliant painter of silk
scarves, collage and artist. KayDee will be on-site February 16, noon to 3pm, creating a
collage project from recycled material. Come learn, make your own and take it home!
Wednesday February 20 - Sunday February 24, Kenneth Kearney, Wildlife
Photography. Kenneth will be present Saturday February 23 to talk about his Fall and
Winter photography of animals of Yellowstone, and closer to home, raptors, eagles and
owls. Marvel at Kenneth’s inspired capture of wildlife living naturally.
Wednesday February 27 - Sunday March 3, James Weaver, Whatcom County
photographer of favorite local scenes. James will be on-site Saturday March 2, 11 to
3pm to talk about his color, and black and white photography of our beautiful city and
surrounding county.

Fairhaven’s Fourth Friday Art Walk is Friday February 22, 5 to 8pm. Kenneth Kearney
will be our on-site featured artist for the Art Walk. Many of our 45 artists will be in the
Market for Art Walk – come talk art with your local artists.

Open Wednesday thru Sunday 10-6pm
360 738-8564
whatcomartmarket.org

February GM Program
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Long time WAG and WAM member Rick Bulman will be the featured speaker at
the upcoming February General Meeting. Rick works with many mediums, his
most recent being stone painting/engraving which he has agreed to share with us.
“I have been painting and engraving on stone for many
years now, beginning with a series of architectural studies of
the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde National Park. In January
of 2009 I started a new series of figure studies. I begin each
piece by studying the stone’s unique colors and surface
contours to find just the right fit with the subject. Often the
stone will strongly influence the choice of subject and
composition of the piece. Next I transfer my drawing onto
the stone and use an etching stylus to engrave the outlines into the surface. The
final step is using acrylic paint to fill in details, light and shadow, giving the subject
a sculpted, 3look. I sometimes use the stylus and sandpaper to remove paint and
highlight the stone surface.
I really enjoying working with this new technique as it combines my experience
with painting and printmaking as well as my love of stone."

Egyptian Cat
Taking Flight

Cliff Palace

Art Materials for Sale
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As most of you know, last November we lost a dear friend and long time
WAG member Kathy Wood. Among her numerous talents, Kathy was
an exceptional watercolorist, with a strong bond with the Guild having
served two terms as President (2007 and 2008).
It was Kathy’s wish that her art materials be shared by others, so during the February
meeting we will display a few of her items for sale. There will be numerous books, a new
art bag, and miscellaneous art supplies (see below).

One of Kathy’s watercolors
Prism Projector used to enlarge images
Beth
Roberson

Karen
VerBurg

KayDee
Powell

Caroline
Schauer

Arlene
Mortimer

Kathy
Wood

A gathering of friends

Kathy’s husband Gary is currently in a home which costs him all of his retirement income, so we
will also be accepting donations which, along with proceeds from any sales. will be used to help
defray Gary’s cost for care. Let’s pull together to help one of our friends.

WAG QUESTIONNAIRE
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The Whatcom Art Guild Board has identified a goal this year of having at least one or two significant
shows in support of the membership and the community during the 2019 season. To assist in the
planning of these activities, a questionnaire has been prepared for the members to complete. This
questionnaire will help to inform the WAG Board regarding what types of shows the members would be
interested in participating in.
We are sending this information out via the newsletter and Facebook. During the next week please
complete the questionnaire on the following page, and return it via:
Email - To do this, print a copy, complete by hand, then scan and send via email to
carol-ann-anderson@usa.net.
Turn in - at the February WAG meeting. Blank questionnaires will be available at the meeting as well.
Snail mail - Print the form, complete by hand, then mail to:
Whatcom Art Guild
P.O. Box 3005, Bellingham, WA 98227
Attn: Carol Anderson
The Board really appreciates the membership completing this short questionnaire. It will go a long way
towards helping us plan for successful show activities this year and in the coming years.
My name is Carol Ann Anderson and I am the new Vice President of Shows for WAG.
Although I have been with the Guild for a few years, I have only participated in a few shows. I
hope to help the guild become more active in this area, and with your help I think we can have
some fun together.
Shows can do several things for the Guild. By putting on a show we provide an opportunity
for our members to showcase their art for the public to view and possibly purchase their art
in a public venue. In addition, it is also a way for the Guild to earn money for charities of our
choice and garner funds to support the operation of the Guild. Since the Guild is a non-profit
organization, this is a good way to financially support the Guild and it’s mission.
We want to be successful with this effort, and towards this endeavor a questionnaire has been
developed to help prepare a plan which will allow the most artists to participate in future
shows.
This year we hope to put on a minimum of two shows, and to develop a larger, better plan for
shows in years to come.
We would appreciate your taking a few moments to respond to this document which will be a
good first step towards determining the future of shows for WAG.
Should you have any questions, please contact me via email at carol-ann-anderson@usa.net.
Thank you very much,
Carol Ann Anderson

WAG QUESTIONNAIRE - Con’t
Whatcom Art Guild 2019 Shows Questionnaire

1. Artists Name _________________________________________________________________
2. Medium(s)
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

3. Have you ever participated in an art show before? Yes ________ No _______ If so, number
of shows attended __________type _________________ Do you own a tent? Yes ____No_____
Do you own fixtures (grids, tables, chairs, shelves, screens, easels, props or anything else useful
in setting up a booth)? Please list.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
4. What type of show would you prefer to participate in? (Mark all applicable) .
Booth (Indoors 8’x3’) provide your own fixtures ______
Booth (Outdoors) share a tent with another artist _____
5. Do you have enough art to fill a booth? Yes _________ No _______
Would you prefer to enter just a few items on a 2 D panel along with other artists who only have
a few things to sell? Yes _____ _ No ________
Would you like to have a show where the art is judged, where place ribbons with monetary
awards are given? Yes________ No ________
Pop-up shows (one day events with a few artists in an office building, mall hallway or street
corner). Yes ________ No ________

6. Depending on the venue and the number of artists participating, the cost of the booth will
vary. Would you be open to paying between $70 and $100 per day for a booth space and 25%
commission for the sale of your art? The larger and nicer venues can cost a bit more, but might
be worth it in the long run if we have a lot of artists participating. (The more artists, the nicer the
place and the less the cost). Yes____________ No_________
If no, what is your dollar limit? ____________
7. Would you be interested in participating in a public garage sale of art supplies, or a sale of art
you are interested in selling at a reduced rate? Yes ____________ No ____________
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