April 2018

In A Word . . .
INSIDE

(thoughts from your President)

Sitting on our lanai in Hawaii, enjoying the warm air, listen-

ing to the click of the palm trees, the cooing of the doves and the chatter of
the mynah birds, the snowy, chilly Bellingham we left behind seems far
away.
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However, art and its place in our lives, and appreciation of it, are everywhere. Art galleries are everywhere on the island, with incredible pieces
capturing the power of the ocean and its residents, the fabulous colors of
the volcanoes and the spiritual beings who are part of the island history.
The local markets, fabrics, sculptures, pottery, jewelry reflect the different
styles and colors of this different place. Driving around the island, we find
children and their mothers creating baskets and hats from palm leaves – so
reminiscent of our Lummi artists, but so different. On lava rocks near
sandy beaches, ancient petroglyphs tell us in art the story of the original
people. And in public buildings we find incredible ceremonial cloaks and
shields, in fabulous colors, constructed painstakingly from the tiny feathers
of tiny birds.
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Back on the mainland, April is a big month for our Guild members –
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Linda Morley

many of us are exhibiting at the many galleries open during the Tulip
Festival. This month we will have our first monthly meeting at a new
venue – Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship (Tuesday April 10th, 7pm). (See
map on Page 2) With the slowly improving weather, our Plein Aire group
will be looking for outdoor venues. At the Art Market, with Easter Spring
Break, hopefully warmer weather and the draw of the Tulip Festival, we
expect to be seeing an uptick in visitors.
Our monthly meetings are being very well attended – kudos to our Program and Activities folks. The program for April will be a ‘show and tell’,
the return of the 40 blank canvases which were picked up so quickly at
the March meeting, now to be brought back as newly created art. Even if
you didn’t pick one up, come and see what your fellow Guild members
bring back! I’m looking forward to enjoying the original pieces and the
equally original descriptions!

Pat Fisher

NEW MEETING LOCATION
BEGINNING APRIL the WAG General Meetings will be held at the BELLINGHAM
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHIP (BUF). We will meet at the usual time, 7-9 PM on the
SECOND TUESDAY of the month. Below is a map showing the location of BUF and the
alternate parking options, should there be no spaces left to park on the street.
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JOHNSON

ADAMS

ARTIST OF THE MONTH (AOM) - March

1st Place (Tie) Keith Johnson
1st Place (Tie) Beryl Adams
Whatcom Art Market

MORLEY

Whatcom Art Market

MAY

TROUTMAN

2nd Place Linda Morley
Banner Bank-Cornwall

3rd Place (Tie) Terri May
Banner Bank, Fairhaven

3rd Place (Tie) Manije Troutman
The Colophon

VENUES
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Business Tagline or Motto

CHANDLER

Village Books, Fairhaven (April)

HOWARD

GUZA-WELLS

BARB CHANDLER

Peace Arch Café, Blaine (March & April)

PHYLLIS HOWARD

DIANA GUZA-WELLS

DAHL

Colophon Café, Fairhaven (April)

LOIS DAHL

WHATCOM ART MARKET
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Hi All. Just a few notes to bring WAM into focus!

We are in the process of getting ready for “hopefully and successfully” having a great new
year! Our year started out in great shape with January and February sales topping 2017 sales.
In fact, January sales doubled those of January 2017.
For the Artist of the Month competition at the March meeting there was a tie for 1 st place. So,
the art of both FEATURED ARTISTS, Keith Johnson and Beryl Adams will be displayed at
the WAM throughout the month of April.
The Friday Art Walk which goes the fourth Friday of each month is progressing well, thanks
to the successful collaboration of Fairhaven, and its Historical Association along with the
WAM. This event has notably contributed to our success.
Our Promotion Committee has added more advertising with the “Waterside Publication” and
has been added to the “Allied Arts Cultural Guide” along with our free/paid publications we
are already enjoying.
Recently a few of our artists have had to leave The Market due to family or personal reasons,
and they will be missed by all. We have filled their spaces with new artists from the “wait list”
and are looking forward to working with them. As of our last WAG General Meeting we have
added three new artists to our wait list. If you are interested in adding your name to this list,
please contact Phyllis Howard. Her email and phone number are in the WAG Membership
Directory. Phyllis will be able to answer all your questions.
If you haven’t been to The Market, please take time to stop by and see the 43 artists that are
presently there. And please do tell your friends and family about The Market.
Thank you for your support and my thanks to all the artists in The Market for all that they do
to make it successful!
If you have any questions with regards to The Market please do not hesitate to contact me,
Peggy Alexander, Chairman, 360-647-8511 or 360-739-1591 or at forksvamp68@comcast.net.

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS
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WAG members who reside in Bellingham, have an opportunity to make their own art
training videos, promotional materials, or film demonstrations all at little or no cost.
The ability to do this comes from using the resources available to us through the Access
Bellingham Producers program which is run through the City of Bellingham and directed
by Eero Johnson of EJ Visuals.
Normally one would need to go through their training and orientation program prior to
doing any filming. However, we may be able to seek help from people who are currently
involved in the program to film and produce some of our videos. It might be the best way
for us to start until we can get members through the training and orientation program who
could mentor others with their videos, or demos.
While this sounds interesting, worthwhile and fun, it should be noted that there is a lot of
work involved in getting a video produced. Filming is just the beginning, most of the work
comes in post-production and editing. Most likely for what we’ll be shooting I don’t expect
it will take as much editing as most productions, and the process is certain to get easier the
more of them we do.
Another nice aspect of this program is that videos produced through the program are
broadcast on BTV which is aired on Comcast channel 10 or 321 on Sunday nights at 6.
This makes it a good promotional vehicle for WAG.
Those of you interested in the program and going through the orientation can find more
information at https://www.ejvisuals.com/abvideotraining .
Feel free to contact Scott Melnick at shm63@comcast.net if more information is needed.

The DEADLINE for submitting articles for
the Newsletter is the 1st of each month.
Email articles to Joyce Norfolk at
studiogals@aol.com.

PROGRAM FOR APRIL
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Come and see what our artists have created on
the canvas’ that they were provided at the
March meeting. It should be very interesting.

PROGRAM FOR MAY
Local artist Denise Champion will present a demonstration on creating beautiful
canvases by pouring acrylic paints. Come and be blown away by the fantastic creations
that result from this fun and amazing technique!

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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SUZANNAH GUZUKUMA

The process of burning wood is called Lichtenberg electrification , named after a scientist from the
1700s who discovered and studied the patterns created by electrostatic discharges. People who are struck
by lightning often have these figures on their skin. I use a homemade device that runs 4000 volts of
electricity through the wood. The electricity follows the path of least resistance to create patterns.
No two will be alike.
Visit http://youtube.com/channel/UCkdfwwE4z_D6RSBt0MY9klA to see a demo.

KATH PIROS

Reaction study-fused glass neckless.

Ceramic rainbow trout mounted on Australian basswood.

My go to type of art is almost always jewelry, and has been since the day I got my ears pierced at
10 and discovered the only way I was going to get any earrings was to make them myself. I love
to try new art and over the past year, I have enjoyed taking classes in painting, gelli-printing,
screen printing, fused glass, ceramics, basket weaving and modeling clay. And you know what?
It all seems to end-up incorporated in jewelry for some unexplainable reason.

GUESS THE ARTIST- ANSWERS
Below are the answers to last month’s Guess The Artist.

Georgia O’Keeffe
Edward Hopper

Dorothea Lange

Ansel Adams

Winslow Homer

Andrew Wyeth

Annie Leibovitz

PHOTO CATCHES
This month our “Unknown Photographer at Large” captured WAG Member
BETH ROBERSON doing a watercolor demonstration at the WAM.
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GEORGE BUSH * MARILYN MONROE * WINSTON CHURCHILL * TONY BENNETT * DWIGHT EISENHAUER * JONI MITCHELL

GUESS THE ARTIST
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Choose answers from the list to the left. Answers will be in the May Newsletter.

”MY SPACE”
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Here’s a peek at PHYLLIS HOWARD’S newly remodeled studio space.
Phyllis explains, As part of painting the whole house, we moved my color pencil set up to a
new location. Hubby made me a custom pencil holder (below).

He took a plank of wood and purchased clear PVC pipe and placed as many across as would fit.
They are staggered slightly so he could fit 24 containers.

I’m using the old desk drawer to keep all extra supplies
at my fingertips.

After searching the internet for ideas, we worked
together to customized things a bit.

The bottles that are upside down are almost empty
so I know what I need when I'm restocking.

AFTER

BEFORE
Since I use a lot of different
sized paints & mediums, he
made the shelves in various
heights & widths to accommodate the different sizes.

FEATURED ARTISTS
JOHN SEEVERS (baskets)

and SUZANNAH GUSUKUMA (wood electrification)
collaborated to make the two pieces below. Both pieces recently sold at The WAM.

More baskets made

by JOHN SEEVERS.

Each Newsletter will feature members and their art. To show your art, email the following:
to Joyce Norfolk at studiogals@aol.com
1. 1-3 .jpegs of your art.
2. Brief narrative or comment explaining what you do.
3. Photo (headshot will do).
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PROJECT - COURAGE FLAGS
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I would like to sincerely thank our artists
for the COURAGE FLAGS they made for
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.

Each one was so unique and heartfelt. I
believe they will encourage the Parkland
community and help them heal.

A total of 275 flags were made by a
number of organizations and groups
from the Bellingham area.

I was able to make 30 banners and
all totaled, WAG Members made
80 banners.
I wish we could all be there when
they open the boxes.
Fondly, Judy Bishop

THOUGHT OF THE MONTH: Most artists experience self-doubt and those negative
naysayers tend to whisper in our ears far too often. Own the fact you are an artist when you go
into your studio to create. Sometimes we do our best work when we create for the love of
art rather than for what we hope will sell.
K. Piros

ARTISTS CHALLENGE June
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The Artists Challenge for June will involve art prepared for this year’s Jansen Exhibit.
The theme for the Exhibit is “SIGNS and SYMBOLS”.
The Exhibit will be held November through January, and we are encouraging members to start work on their entries now.
We will be offering two Artists Challenges in which members can show their work.
The first challenge will be in June, and the second will be in September.
As we did last year, a monetary award will be given to the top three vote getters in
each challenge.
Below are some samples of things to consider when creating your subject.
Create anything you want. As long as there is a sign, some writing, or a symbol in your
piece, it’s acceptable.
Start creating today by using your favorite search engine and looking at “images” of
things. Screen grab things you like, or make a written note of your ideas as they come
to you. In no time you’ll have plenty of ideas to work from.
If you’re still having trouble coming up with something, come to the June meeting and
see what everyone else has come up with. This is the whole purpose of having these
theme challenges; to give others ideas from which they will be able to create their own
masterpiece.

Detailed information about the Jansen Exhibit will be published in the May
Newsletter. In the meantime contact Joyce Norfolk studigals@aol.com , or Lorraine
Day mesmerie1@gmail.com with questions concerning the Artists Challenge or the
Jansen Exhibit.

CALL TO ARTISTS
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The WAG is planning on participating in the Bellingham SeaFeast Show on
September 22, 2018 (ONE DAY ONLY). The Show has a Maritime theme. We
are expecting to rent 3 tents with space sufficient to host 20 artists doing 2D and
3D art at the cost of $25.00 per artists for 1/2 a grid or 1/3 of a table.
WAG will be taking a 25% commission on all sales.
SeaFeast is juried and will be a blended show, i.e. all WAG work intermingled. Artists aren’t required
to be present at the show, but we will need volunteers to work security and assist the cashier.
WAG Members interested in showing their art need to:
1. Create/enter no less than 4 entries which compliment the Maritime theme.
(Art should be completed after January 1, 2016. )
2. Create .jpeg of each art piece and save .jpeg using the title of the piece.
3. Create the ART ID form below (for each entry) filling in the required information and
save as .jpeg titled ART ID. See sample below
WAG#
MA108
Title:
High Seas
Size:
11” X 14”
Medium: Acrylic
Price:
$150
Year Artwork completed: 2017

4. Email .jpegs of art and the ART ID forms to June Kiefer
by MAY 15 2018.

Jeffnjunekiefer@comcast.net

WHAT MEMBERS ARE DOING
Rosemary Woodyard is the featured artist at the

WOODYARD

Willows Gallery for the months of March and April.

Her show features 40 artworks representing a
wide variety of subject and mediums ranging
from abstract works to portraits, and wax resist
batik to pastel.

SHAWNA MORRIS will be showing her work at a

MORRIS

solo show in April at Fourth Corner Frames and Gallery.

The Bond

Resting
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FOR SALE
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WAG Members who have “art related” items to sell can place an add in the monthly Newsletter.
The following information is to be provided:
1. Photo of item.
2. Description of item.
DEADLINE for the MAY Newsletter
3. Asking price, or state “make offer”.
Is May 1st.
4. Email address for inquiries.
Attention PLEIN AIRE folks. This is a brand new,
never used portable plein aire easel with a level and
strap. It comes folded up like a small suitcase. You
open it, extend the legs, and it has a pallet, a place
for paints or chalk, and an easel for your support.
It can be yours for $35.00.

SWINGLINE STAPLER (long reach). Uses standard
staples. Lightly used and in good shape. I wonder if a
crafter might have a use for this. $5.00
LOGAN MINI MATT CUTTER Model 301.
I used to cut my own matts, but seldom need matts any
more and it’s just taking up space. Logan makes a good
matt cutter. This ones in good condition and works
great. $25.00.
FOLDING TABLES Qty 2. Measures 2ft x 4ft.
I prefer smaller 2ft tables for shows, etc. Have used them in
my studio and have received their fair share of use and are in
good condition. Remodeling my studio means I don’t need
them anymore. $15.00 each, or $25.00 for both.

Seller: Phyllis Howard - artxpressionsbyphyllis@gmail.com

