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The Purpose 
of the Whatcom 

Art Guild

•  to encourage 
and promote the 
visual arts within 
Whatcom County

•  to welcome and 
encourage all 
artists -  beginning 
to professional

•  to provide an 
environment in which 
artists can meet 
and exchange ideas 
and information

•  to organize exhibits 
in which members 
may display and 
sell artworks

•  to establish ties 
within the county  
and promote the 
visual arts

•  to support lifelong 
art education 

•  to promote member 
artists and the 
Whatcom Art Guild

            In early 2015, I joined the WAG so I could enrich my art 
and meet like-minded folks.   I barely got my WAG wings when 
I was recruited by Phyllis Howard (WAM Chair) to serve as the 
President for 2016.  After an hour long phone call, I requested 
a few days to ponder things before I gave my answer.  My 
nature is to be a DOER, not a TALKER, which is no doubt why 
Phyllis targeted me.  Phyllis is definitely a doer. She has so many irons in the fire that I felt 
compelled to do my share and accepted the position.
During my tenure, I observed the same collection of members rolling up their sleeves to 
make things happen for the good of the WAG.  These folks are the doers of our Guild, and 
they are the key reason that during 2016 the WAG experienced a resurgence of interest and 
participation from long time members as it continued to attract new members.  
Despite numerous unfilled positions, your 2016 Board worked diligently to improve the WAG.  
Listed below are just some of the WAG/WAM accomplishments during 2016.

·	 Held Strategic Planning sessions (Nov 2015) geared towards improving the 
professional image of the WAG/WAM. 

·	 WAG created nametags for all members to wear during the General Meetings.
·	 In early 2016 after losing their benefactor, WAM struck out on their own and 

moved to their current location.  Great job WAM Chair, Phyllis Howard and all 
other WAM Artists on a very successful joint effort.   

·	 In the course of three months the Treasurer position changed hands three times 
and we went through two bookkeepers.

·	 In the absence of it’s two yearly art shows, the Board worked with The Jansen 
Art Center (Lynden) to make possible a WAG show in June.

·	 WAG funded two scholarships (WWU and WCC) for aspiring art students 
despite the loss of funding derived from it’s annual shows.

·	 The Venues Chair (Lorraine Day) founded 4 new venues for WAG Members to 
showcase their art.

·	 The Special Events committee (Kathy Woods & Kath Piros) made possible a 
bus tour to the Seattle Art Museum and Asian Museum.

·	 The Programs VP & Chair (Karen Tobiassen & Janice Hartwell) fulfilled their 
promise to provide a guest speaker at every General Meeting.

·	 WAG Members enjoyed 11 months of delicious WAG Newsletters which were 
chocked full of informative articles, and current events involving it’s members.  
Thank you, Karen VerBurg, for your time and talent as our Newsletter Editor. 

During 2016 I met and worked with many delightful and giving artists who are passionate 
about the WAG and the WAM, and along the way I made new friends. Because of them, 
your WAG is in good hands and without a doubt should accomplish many wonderful things 
in 2017.  Let’s all strive to be DOERS.

From Your President

 

Joyce Norfolk

Merry Christmas  
and   

Happy New Year! 
from your 

newsletter editor
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November Artist Challenge Winners

1st Place

Beverly Davis - $100

2nd  Place
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Karen McCormick - $75

3rd  Place

Joyce Norfolk - $50

Best of Theme

Rebecca MacMillan - $25

December - No Meeting

January 10

February 14

March 14

April  11

May 9

June 13

July 11 

August 8

Whatcom Art Guild 
GENERAL MEETING  

SCHEDULE

General Meetings are held 
on the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month at 7:00 pm
at the Bellingham Public 

Library, downtown branch. 

Next Board Meeting
Tuesday, 
January 24, 2017
at 7 pm at the 
Whatcom Art Market
in Fairhaven.

  John Young was the winner of the 
Dakota Arts $10 Gift Certificate at our 

November General Meeting.
Congratulations John!

Membership
We extend a warm 
welcome to our 
new members! 
John Seevers
Graham Schodda
Haley Didier
Linda Kirtz

 Next General Meeting 
will be held on January 10

7:00 pm at the  
Bellingham Public Library
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November Art Challenge Entries

November Art Challenge “Fall 
in to Winter” entrants and 
explanations of their work is 
listed in the General Meeting 
minutes emailed to members.



New Committee Forming 

       We are looking for two or three members to work on a 
committee to assist the Treasurer in developing financial policies 
and procedures for the Guild.  These members will be a sounding 
board and source of ideas to help develop such policies.

       If you have any financial interest and acumen, and are willing to serve 
the Guild in this way, or if you have any questions about the idea, please 
contact James Weaver at james_e_weaver@mac.com or 360-739-7365.

Member News
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It’s time to renew your membership! 
Due December 31

Membership renewal form on page 12



Whatcom Art Market News

Holiday Hours
Monday - Sunday, 10-6

(closing 2 pm on December 24, 
reopening on Wednesday, January 4)

www.whatcomartmarket.org    •    facebook.com/WhatcomArtMarket    •    1103 - 11th Street - Fairhaven    •    360-738-8564

Whatcom Art Market - January 2017 

promotional script
It’s the month of new year plans and staying warm. At 
Whatcom Art Market (1103 11th Ave., Bellingham) our 
featured artists for the month are photographers, painters 
and makers of warm clothes. Each artist is featured, one 
per week, Wed.-Sun., during January. The artists are: 

John Young - Jan.11-15, photographer and painter; 
Wayne Holverstott - Jan.18-22, photographer; 

Pat Fisher (Huckleberry Threads) - Jan.25-
29, weaver and knitter. 

Come meet the artists, find just the right framed beauty 
for that open spot on the wall, or a great accessory to keep 
you or a loved one warm in our wintery Northwest. And, 
of course, browse our 40+ other local artists to see what's 
new. After all, Valentine's Day is coming up!  
Free admission. 

Whatcom Art Market - December 2016 

promotional script
It’s the Holiday season and we are all looking for those 
special once-a-year gifts and indulgences. At the Art 
Market, we move to Holiday hours – we are open every day 
November 28 to December 24, 10am to 6pm (closing 2pm 
on December 24). We will reopen on Wednesday January 4. 
Our Whatcom Art Market artists have an outstanding 
collection of unique, fine handcrafted pieces for you to 
choose from. 
We have an exciting program of featured artists for the 
month. Each artist will be featured, one per week, for our 
open hours, Monday through Sunday, until December 18th.  

Pam Pontious – maker of Pamda Bears, photographer and 
eclectic jewelry creator. Monday December 12-Sunday 
December 18.
There will not be a featured artist for December 19-24th, 
but all our 45 artists will have a wonderful selection of 
beautiful pieces to help you find unique local gifts for the 

upcoming Holiday season!

The Whatcom Art Market is all decked out for the 
holidays and ready for our visitors. Our sales have been 
quite strong and we anticipate a good season for the 
WAM and our artists. We have so many beautiful gifts 
available for shoppers and are thrilled that they agree.

 This month we welcome two new artisans to 
WAM; Sandra Babka and her wonderful quilted wall 
hangings, and Jeanette 
Dushkin with her lovely 

landscapes in acrylic. Look for them when you visit.

 Our Promotions Committee has been busy 
and the featured artists are being announced 
regularly. We believe it is making a difference 
and it’s good to be able to plan ahead. When 
you are out and about please stop in.
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What Our Members are Doing

June Kiefer and Arlene 
Mortimer  are showing their 
work at Village Books during 

the month of December. 

Georgia Donovan and  Linda Calkins are showing their 
work on the stone wall at the Colophon Café during the 
month of December.  

 “Black Cat Moon” by Linda Calkins

  “Fox Alert”  by Linda Calkins

Richard Buhlman, 
Heidi Wood, Lorraine 
Day and Ruby Starr 
are showing their 
work at the Leopold 
during the month 
of December. 

Painting by Heidi Wood

  “Boardwalk”  by Arlene Mortimer

Four WAG members were among 
those participating in an Art 
Challenge to paint a scene from 
Tennant Lake with any medium 
of their choice. Most chose 
watercolor. The event was held 
on December 4 and hosted by 
a resident at the Leopold Hotel.
The paintings were judged by 
surprise guest, “world renown” 
judges, (also WAG members). 

Guest Judges Former WAG President 6

Glasswork by Ruby Starr & Bears by Nancy Galladay  “Cannon Beach”  by June Kiefer

  “Spring Field, Sumas”  by Lorraine Day

“Palatine Hill” by Richard Buhlman
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What Our Members are Doing

Heidi Wood

Heidi is in the process of opening a new gallery/
finger painting/studio space location in the Bay 
Street Village building on the corner of Bay Street and 
Holly. This is a wonderful, bold undertaking. If you 
are interested in displaying your work and sharing 
studio space, you may contact her at 599-7731. 

Phyllis Howard

I’m so excited to share with WAG that the 
book I illustrated for author Stefanie Fields, 
‘You’re Beautiful When’ is now available 
at the Art Market as well as on Amazon. 
This was a labor of love to bring Stefanie’s 
words to life and I can’t help but want to 
tell everyone! We hosted a book signing 
at the Art Market on Saturday, Dec 3rd 
from 1 to 4 pm. I am delighted that the 
signing went so well. Thanks to those who came buy to meet 
Stefanie and have us sign your books! It was a wonderful day. 

WAG members who are participating in the Pacific Arts 
Market this year are Michael White, Dave and Elvy 
Schmoker, Lori Hill, Pam Pontious, James Weaver, Diane 
Trecker (Dee), Peggy Welch, Grace Bob, & Louise Magno.

This year we are open the three weekends 
before Christmas; December 2-4, 9-11, 
and 16-18. Don’t miss out!

Pacific Arts Market is a unique meet-the-artist event, with 
artists on location.  

Come join us in Bellingham this 
holiday season for a fun and lively 
holiday shopping experience!

Find us in Sunset Square
1125 E. Sunset Drive, Suite 115 in Bellingham. 
Located between  
Joanne Fabrics and El Gitano Restaurant

Next weekend, December 16 -18 
is the last weekend! Don’t miss it!



What Our Members are Doing

PLEIN AIR SCHEDULE – FALL 2016
Fridays 11:00am – 2:00pm   

Bellingham Plein Air Artists

For more information contact Celia 
Clarke at celiannaclarke@outlook.com

DECEMBER

16  BelleWood Acres 
23  Studio 5 
30  Chuckanut Brewery

Edaleen Dairy to sketch 
and enjoy ice cream 
cones quickly before 
they melted!  A good 
time was had by all.

Nicki’s Belle Marina 
to sketch people and 
food in the restaurant 
and boats outside 
at the marina.

Brandywine Kitchen in 
downtown Bellingham

Charles’ sketch

Rosemary’s sketch

Beth sketching by 
the big windows.

Celia’s sketch

Karen was practicing 
techniques on sketching 
cluttered spaces, so 
Brandywine Kitchen was 
a perfect place to try it 
out. Check out Steven 
Reddy’s class “Sketching 
Interiors, Structure, Detail 
& Play” on craftsy.com. 

Arlene’s sketch
Sketches on this 
page are just a small 
representation of the 
people and work that 
is done each Friday. 
We have had some 
great  turnouts and 
lots of fun together. 
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Urban Sketching, “seeing the world one drawing at a time”. This movement was 
started by Seattle’s Gabriel Campanario, The Art of Urban Sketching, and has 
brought together hundreds of artists from all over the world to share their lives and 
their world through sketching. Check out the website at www.urbansketchers.org
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Venues
Venue Schedule 

 
Questions?  Contact Lorraine Day, Venue Committee Chair 

 

Venue Name 

Open / 
Curated  / 

Juried Schedule 

Next 
submittal 
deadline Next Hanging Lead Contact info 

Artist of the Month 
Colophon Café 
Banner Bank – Bellingham 
Banner Bank – Fairhaven 
Whatcom Art Market 

Open Ongoing; 
Monthly 
turnover 

Each 
monthly 
WAG 
meeting 

First of the 
month following 
the WAG 
meeting 

Christine Flacco 
 

360.752.0685 
flaccoce@comcast.net 

BelleWood Acres Open Yearly for 4 
months 

Oct 2017 First of Nov. –
end of Feb. 

Christine Flacco 
 
 
Joyce Norfolk 

360.752.0685 
flaccoce@comcast.net 
 
360.389.7964 
studiogals@aol.com  

Hair Art Studio Open Irregular; 
Monthly 
turnover 

January 
2017 

Feb-Mar 2017 Lorraine Day 206 499 4617 
mesmerie1@gmail.com  

Affinity at Bellingham Open Quarterly for 
one day 

January 
2017 

February 2017 Jeanette Dushkin 907.223.5374 
thetravelincrafter@gmail.com 

Village Books Open Ongoing; 
monthly 
turnover 
 

Ongoing January 2017 John Young 
 
Lorraine Day 
 

360-933-4773 
johnyoung40@gmail.com	  
206 499 4617 
mesmerie1@gmail.com 

Colophon Café Curated Irregular; 
Monthly 
turnover 

 Dec 2016 Linda Calkins 360-303-2366 
calkinshome@msn.com 
 

The Leopold Curated Monthly 
turnover 

N15 January 2017 Lorraine Day 206 499 4617 
mesmerie1@gmail.com  

Jansen Art Center Juried Yearly; one 
two-month 
exhibit 

June 2017 July-Aug2017 Lorraine Day 206 499 4617 
mesmerie1@gmail.com 

All	  venues	  are	  open	  to	  all	  members.	  	  	  
Open	  =	  no	  selection	  process	  	  	  
Curated	  =	  Venue	  lead	  will	  request	  .jpgs	  of	  work	  to	  be	  submitted,	  and	  will	  select	  pieces	  that	  will	  ‘show’	  

together	  well	  for	  each	  hanging.	  
Juried	  =	  Venue	  lead	  will	  request	  .jpgs	  of	  work	  to	  be	  submitted,	  and	  a	  team	  of	  jurors	  will	  review	  and	  select	  the	  

pieces	  to	  be	  exhibited.	  
	  

Lace Bowl by Elva Thorndike Ostrich Pillows by Lori Hill

Next newsletter submission deadline is Wednesday, January 25. Send info and images to karen.verburg@gmail.com



WAG has focused on increasing the number of venues 
(exhibits held in organizations other than our own WAG-
sponsored shows) that we work with to show our members’ 
work, and we have been very successful.  This year we have 
offered nine venues to our members, and literally have our 
work out in the world every month of the year.  
WAG runs three different types of venues, which are open to 
all members:  open, curated, and juried shows. 
	 An open show is one where no selection process 

is involved (other than any ‘whittling down’ due to 
space limitations), and no images are needed for the 
submittal process.   (Village Books and BelleWood 
Acres are good examples of this type of venue.)

	 Images are needed for a curated show; the venue 
lead will choose among the submitted images to 
select images that will “show” best together. Every 
effort is made to include all images submitted, space 
and time permitting. These are often ongoing shows 
that last several months, usually with a monthly 
turnover.  (The Colophon Café is an example of this 
type of venue.)

	 Lastly, a juried show is one where images are 
submitted for a formal review by a team of jurors 
(either internal or external), who then select a limited 
number of images to show from the total number of 
images submitted.  These shows are usually one-
time events. (The Jansen Art Center’s summer WAG 
exhibit is an example of a juried process.)

We are thrilled with our increasing number of venues and 
the opportunities for exposure that this gives our members! 
However, organizing/running these many venues can be 
challenging.  The submittal/selection process has become 
more complex.  In addition, WAG now shows in more venues 
than we have Venue Leads, so that our Leads have to take 
on multiple venues and more work.  Adding to an already 
busy workload, our Venue Leads often have to struggle with 
incomplete submittals and even “no-shows.”  All of this has 
led to longer hours on the phone and behind the computer, 
and last-minute scrambles to fill empty spots on the walls 
that we committed to fill. 
To help the exhibition process run more smoothly, the 
Board has voted to implement the following changes in the 
procedure for submitting to our venues:  
	 Effective immediately, there will be a $10 fee per 

venue, assessed to members submitting to display 
their work.  (This entry fee will be donated to WAG’s 
Scholarship Fund.) This fee is good for 12 months.   
For example, if you plan on showing in Village Books, 
you will pay $10 to WAG with your first application; 
that entry fee will qualify you to submit work for 
Village Books, a monthly venue, for all of 2017. 

HOW TO SUBMIT TO WAG VENUES
and New WAG Venue Submission Policies

Applications and prospectus information for a venue 
will be provided when the “call to artists” is made.  
Each Venue Lead will decide how best to implement 
this process for his/her own venue. 

Note:  the Artist of the Month competition 
will not be effected by this new policy.  It will 
remain free and open to members who bring 
their work to the monthly General Meeting, 
as always. 

Also note:  As with all juried or curated 
shows, the entry fee is required to enter, but 
does not guarantee acceptance.  Jurors or 
curators may not select your piece.  At open 
shows there may be space limitations that 
prevent the exhibition of all pieces submitted, 
or the venue run may end before all pieces 
can be shown. However, the entry fee will 
qualify you for resubmittals for that venue as 
many times during the year as you care to 
participate, and every effort will be made to 
give first priority to any members who were 
not able to exhibit in prior shows. 

	 To encourage volunteers to serve as a Venue Lead, 
all Venue Leads will be exempt from the $10 
venue fee for all venues for as long as they serve 
as a Venue Lead.

	 Venue leads will begin sending out a formal 
“Call for Artists” for each venue, and will have an 
application form prepared for each venue that will 
provide the venue’s schedule, hanging instructions, 
commission information, wall tag requirements, 
and a checkbox for whether or not an entry fee is 
included.  It will also list the information needed by 
the Venue Lead to administer the show – usually, 
contact name and info, WAG ID number, the title 
of the work, finished size (including frame if any), 
medium, and price.

Please see the chart of venues which follows.  This chart will 
be updated monthly and will help you plan ahead for those 
shows you might want to start working towards, and will tell 
you who to contact for more information.  
Again, we are very happy about the increasing number of 
venues we are able to offer our members.  The opportunities 
are out there; we seem to be limited only by the number of 
members willing to help coordinate the exhibits.  Please 
consider volunteering; there is a lot of support, materials, and 
guidance to make the onboard process painless, and some 
really fun people to work with.  And besides, you will get to 
save that $10/venue entry fee!  
Contact Lorraine, 206 499 4617, if you’d like more 
information.  See you at the shows! 1 0

Venues



Membership

1 1

Announcements from Pam Pontious, Membership Chair 
 
The January 2017 General meeting will be an important meeting for WAG members for two reasons.  
Please plan on attending. 
 
1. New 2017 membership cards for renewed members will be available 

at the meeting.   
Renewal membership payments are due by 12/31/2016 per the WAG by-laws.  A WAG 
membership form is included in this newsletter.  Please print off the form, fill it out, and mail it 
along with payment to WAG Membership, PO Box 3005, Bellingham WA.   A new 2017 filled 
out form must accompany each check or cash payment for audit purposes. 

 
2. Proposed Change to Whatcom Art Guild (WAG) By-Laws.   

A consensus vote is required at the Jan 2017 meeting to approve this change.  
 

Proposer:  Pam Pontious, Membership Chair 
 
Proposed change:  remove the verbiage:  “following approval of application by the Board of 
Directors” from Article III Membership, Section 2 of the WAG By-Laws, dated Sept 2015. 
 
Excerpt from current WAG By-Laws: 
ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP  
Section 1:  Classes of Membership  
Section 2:  Dues  

1. Dues shall be set by the Board of Directors and approved by the General membership.    
A Notice to change the dues shall be published in the monthly newsletter and voted on 
by the General membership at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

2. Membership, which is annual from January 1st through December 31st, is effective the  
    1st of the month following approval of application by the Board of Directors for a period of  
    up to one year.  
3. Annual renewal of dues is in December, with requests beginning in October!  
4. Members not having renewed by December 1st shall receive notification.  
5. Members must insure that their dues are paid by December 31st to be included in the  
    membership roster.  
6. Members may be dropped at the discretion of the Board of Directors by a majority vote   
    of the Board Section. 
 

Rationale: The origination of the phrase was to ensure that new members are presenting/selling 
their own original art, not pre-made or imported items.  Artists who wish to sell at venues, shows 
and Whatcom Art Market are now curated and/or juried before acceptance to sell at WAG events 
and venues which eliminates the need for jurying at the time a new member joins WAG.  
 
Approval by General Membership:  Voting on this proposed change to the By-Laws will occur at 
the January 10, 2017 General Meeting if a quorum of 25% of active members is present.  Notice 
regarding the proposed change will be published in the November/ December 2016 newsletter.  
This process meets the required two-week notification to the General Membership of a vote to 
change the By-Laws. 
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It’s Time to Renew Your Membership

            2017 General Membership Form

               ¦ $35.00 Full year membership dues

     

name         phone               cell  

address              

city         state     zip    

e-mail     _________Business website___                 __  Age >16yrs?_____

your mediums?            

your business name?            

products/crafts you create?            

please select three committees where you would like to contribute this year.

¦ activities    ¦ membership   ¦ scholarship
¦ awards & judging  ¦ newsletter   ¦ shows
¦ finance    ¦ programs   ¦ special events
¦ historian    ¦ properties    ¦ st joe’s kids
¦ library    ¦ publicity/ marketing ¦ venues   
         ¦ website/graphic design   

 
For New members:  your application will be reviewed by the Whatcom Art Guild Board before     

acceptance as a member.  Thank you. 

 

Membership chair use only

     ck date       ________

     ck amt        ________

     ck num       ________

     card sent  ________
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Membership Renewal due by December 31 

WHATCOM

Art
G U I L D


