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SPRING is right around the corner . . .
SPRING? Why is she speaking about spring (you ask yourself ), when it’s not even
winter yet? Well, I have my reasons.
If you’re not a fan of winter, like me, I’ll let you in on my secret. I embrace winter and
all its serenity and make the best of a not-so-good situation. Like true artists, under our
breath we tend to complain that we don’t have the time to devote to our passion. I tell
myself that’s the purpose of winter; to permit me the time I’ve longed for to shut the
door on outside distractions and immerse myself into my art. The rest of the year I’ve
	
  
behaved responsibly and taken a big notch out of my “To Do” list which allows me relatively guilt free time to pursue
my art interests during the winter. The rest of the year I work on my art for outside reasons; a commission piece, a
gift to a friend, or donating my time and talent to please others. But, winter - well, wintertime is all about me and
exploring the boundaries of my art by learning new techniques, or by finally drawing that illusive photo that grabs my
attention each time I fumble through my photos or sketches looking for my next project.
No matter the time of year, I’ve come to appreciate the purpose of the Artist’s Challenge, which for me is to draw
something that “I” want to draw. With the generous theme that the Challenge presents, I’m able to conjure up
something that’s been in the back of my creative mind, and put it to paper, so
to speak. In winter there are few outside distractions to take me away from my
pleasure. And to sweeten the experience, I create the perfect atmosphere by
arming myself with a fresh cup of coffee, a divinely scented candle, and a stream
less serenade of my favorite music. Alas, I’m transcended. What’s not to like
about winter?
Speaking of the Artist’s Challenge, the deadline is drawing near for this year’s
second Special Artist’s Challenge. The appropriate theme for this Challenge
is “Fall Into Winter”, and we will be voting for our favorites at the November
Annual General Meeting which goes November 8th. There will be prize money awarded for the top three vote getters,
and for the piece which “best displays the theme”. So make use of the poor weather and finish your entries so you can
bring them with you in November. There will not be an “Artists of the Month” in November.
November brings the WAG Annual General Meeting, and during the meeting we hope to elect the 2017 Board and vote
on By Law amendments. There remains a few significant positions yet to be filled, and I encourage you to step forward
and volunteer. I was encouraged to do so last year, and have benefited much from the experience. Together we can do
so much to make the WAG a deeply cohesive art guild with many opportunities to promote one’s art. The WAG is all
about its Members, and as a Member, even the smallest contribution can bring huge differences.
Your President, Joyce Norfolk

October Artists of the Month
Membership

1st Place

Banner Bank - Cornwall

2nd Place

Colophon Café

We extend a warm
welcome to our
new members!
Doug Bascom
Rebecca MacMillan-Watne
Eric Axelson
Kenneth Kearney
Teresa Michael

Next
General Meeting
will be held
on November 8
7:00 pm
at the
Bellingham

Patti Fairbanks

3rd Place

Whatcom Art Market

Maureen Burr

4th Place

Banner Bank - Fairhaven

Public Library
Remember to bring
your Art Challenge entry
Theme:
“Fall into Winner”
Monetary prizes for
1st, 2nd, 3rd places
& “Best of Theme”
There will be NO
“Artist of the Month”
in November because
of the “Art Challenge”

Jeannette Dushkin

Danila Van Veen

Each month Guild members have a chance to enter their artwork in a mini competition at the General
Meeting. Members vote for the top four pieces. Winners are designated Artists of the Month and their
artwork is featured here and on the WAG website
www.whatcomartguild.org/artistsOfTheMonth.html, and are
exhibited at participating venues in the community.
Guild members may enter one piece. If it is a painting, it must be framed in a professional
manner and ready to hang with a wire hanger (no sawtooth hangers). Photos will be taken at
the meeting for the website and newsletter or you may provide your own digital image.
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Our field trip to the Seattle Art Museum & Asian Museum
on October 12 was enjoyed by all!
WAG members and friends enjoyed
a day of amazing Asian art and
fashions designed by the truly
gifted Yves Saint Laurent. Thank
you Kathy and Kath for a great
day of inspiration and fun!

Did you know that Yves Saint Laurent was the
designer of the first women’s business suit and
cargo pockets among so many other fashions?
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WAG 2017 Nomination List
2016 WAG Board
President
Joyce Norfolk
VP of Programs
Karen Tobiassen
VP of Marketing
Michael White
VP of Shows
Secretary
Jeff Eastman
Treasurer
James Weaver
Member Chair
Pam Pontius
WAM Chair
Phyllis Howard
Venue Chair
Lorraine Day
Trustees
Pat Fisher
Lori Hill
Elvy Schmoker
Artist of the Month
Christine Flacco
Historian
Bonnie Tyler-Hogan
Properties
St. Joe’s
Barbara Schickler
Scholarship Chair
Christine Johnson
Newsletter
Karen Ver Burg
Web Design
Michael White

WAG 2017 Nomination list
Position

Nominated

Officers:
President
VP, Marketing
VP, Programs
VP, Shows
Treasurer
Secretary
Trustee 1
Trustee 2
Trustee 3

Michael White
TBA
Karen Tobiassen
Jeanette Dushkin
James Weaver
Deanna Robertson
Karen Angell
Elvy Schmoker
Pat Fisher

Chairs:
Membership Chair
Art Market Chair
Shows Chair
Newsletter Editor
Venues Chair
Artist of the Month Chair
Publicity/Marketing Chair
Website Chair
Special Events Chair
Program Chair
Awards/Judging Chair

Pam Pontius
Peggy Alexander
Patti Fairbanks
Karen VerBurg
Lorraine Day
TBA
TBA
Michael White
Kath Piros/Kathy Wood
Janice Hartwell
Catherine Schellenberg

Coordinators:
Historian
Librarian
Properties
St Joe’s Kids
Scholarships

TBA
Beth Roberson
TBA
Genora Powell
Kathy Wood

Beverly Davis was the winner of the
Dakota Arts $10 Gift Certificate at our
October General Meeting.
Congratulations Beverly!
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What Members are Doing
Linda Calkins, Caroline
Schauer, and Phyllis
Howard are showing their
work at the Leopold during
the month of October.

John Hoyte had his paintings
on display at the Village Books
during the month of October.

Georgia Donovan and Linda
Calkins will be showing
their work on the stone wall
at the Colophon Café during
the month of December.

Phyllis Howard - Over the past several months, I created 19
illustrations for a lovely children’s book. This delightful book
entitled, You’re Beautiful When, will be available November 1st on
Amazon and will be available at the Whatcom Art Market on about
November 9th. The author, Stefanie Fields and I will be doing a book
signing on December 3rd at the Art Market from 1 to 4 pm. We
are very pleased with the way the book has turned out and I am so
happy to be able to share this exciting event with all of you. Here
are several samples of the illustrations to give you a peek. If you
are able to come to the book signing, we would so appreciate it.
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What Members are Doing
Fused Glass Gift-A-Palooza
On Sunday, Dec. 4th at 2pm, Glass artist Kath Piros
is having a party at Kate Studio, and guests create
3 gorgeous fused glass pendants. She'll include
3 silver-plated chains and 3 beautiful shimmering
gift bags -- ready for gift giving! What's a party
without holiday tunes, snacks and bevvies as well? Only $50. Limited
space. Book your spot now! Contact: katestudioart@gmail.com

Judy Bishop, Lorraine Day
and Laurel Piper hung
a great display of WAG
member’s paintings at the
Hair Art Studio in downtown
Bellngham during the months
of August and September.

October

Bellingham Plein Air Artists

28 Haggen’s – Barkley

November

4 The Willows
11 Brandywine Kitchen
18 Nicki’s Belle Marina
25 No Meeting

December
2
9
16
23
30

Edaleen Dairy - Ferndale
Public Market/Trapeze Café
BelleWood Acres
Studio 5
Chuckanut Brewery

PLEIN AIR SCHEDULE – FALL 2016
Fridays 11:00am – 2:00pm

*Attention to all past, present,
and interested Plein Air artists:
Celia is updating her email
list, so if you would like to be
included on the updated list
please resend your interest and
email address to her right away.
For more information contact Celia
Clarke at celiannaclarke@outlook.com
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November Art Challenge
Whatcom Art Guild
GENERAL MEETING
SCHEDULE
General Meetings are held
on the 2nd Tuesday of
every month at 7:00 pm
at the Bellingham Public
Library, downtown branch.

November 8
December - No Meeting
January 10
February 14
March 14
April 11
May 9

Because the September Special Artist’s Challenge was such a success, we are
presenting another Special Art Challenge and the theme will be . . . . .
“Fall Into Winter”
Create your entry with either Fall or Winter in mind, or with both. Keep in
mind that we are offering a $25.00 award for the entry voted “best
representation of the theme.”
Both 3D and Wall Art will be accepted. The deadline for completion will be
November 8, 2016 which is the date of the Annual General Meeting. And,
remember, we’re making it worth your time by awarding cash to the top three
vote-getters.

Voting will be done by all members present (one ballot per member). Winners
will have their art displayed at one of the Venues which service the Artist of the
Month contest.

$100 to 1st place,

$75 to 2nd place,

$50.00 to 3rd place

June 13
July 11
August 8

Next Board Meeting
Tuesday,
November 22
at 7 pm at the
Whatcom Art Market
in Fairhaven.

AND $25.00 for

“Best Representation of Theme”

There were 16 submissions for the September Special Artist’s Challenge, and
we’re hoping to better that number for the November Special Artist’s Challenge.
To ensure future Special Artist’s Challenges, show your support by participating.

Bring your entry to the
the next General Meeting on
Tuesday, November 8
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Whatcom Art Market News

The Purpose
of the
Whatcom
Art Guild
• to encourage
and promote the
visual arts within
Whatcom County
• to welcome and
encourage all
artists - beginning
to professional
• to provide an
environment in which
artists can meet
and exchange ideas
and information

We have just passed the six month mark
in our new location and the Art Market is
humming along and running smoothly.
I’m happy to say that we have converted
to using the Square which makes us look
all that much more professional as well
as giving us reporting capabilities that
we didn’t have before. Our Promotions
Committee has been doing an outstanding job getting information out
on a regular basis and we are very pleased to be able to promote each
of our artists individually on a weekly basis. Our Facebook following
has been increasing steadily since we have begun regular promotions.
Currently we’re gearing up for the holiday season and will be open daily
as of November 28th through Christmas Eve. Be sure to check out the Art
Market for YOUR holiday shopping as well! Happy Holidays!!!

Wednesday - Sunday, 10-6
1103 - 11th Street - Fairhaven
360-738-8564

www.whatcomartmarket.org
facebook.com/WhatcomArtMarket

• to organize exhibits
in which members
may display and
sell artworks
• to establish ties
within the county
and promote the
visual arts
• to support lifelong
art education
• to promote member
artists and the
Whatcom Art Guild

Stefanie Fields & Phyllis Howard

From
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Whatcom Art Market News (cont.)
Art Market Promotional  Program, submitted by Pat Fisher, WAM Promotional Committee Member
At the Art Market, we are not only focused on providing a wonderful setting for our members’ art, but also a memorable
visiting and shopping experience. To support this, we now have an annual plan and calendar of promotional events, tied
in with Fairhaven and other local happenings and providing publicity for our member artists. We want to make sure our
customers see the WAG Art Market as the ‘go to’ place for great local gift and personal buying.
We have a committee, made up of Art Market members, led by Norma Appleton. For each month, we have a specific
focus (like Holidays, Valentines Day) and set of events, often tied in with local Fairhaven celebrations. For each week of
each month, one of our member artists is featured in our printed and
online advertising and in the Art Market.
And of course the Guild really benefits when our fellow members of
WAG are aware of what is going on, come visit and spread the word
amongst friends and relatives.
Each month, a script outlining the focus, events and featured artists is
created for the committee (and everyone else!) to use in their part of
the promotion. Look for the information in Entertainment News NW,
on Facebook, in the local newspapers.
Here is the script for November – enjoy, come visit, and tell your
friends! The more successful our WAG Art Market is, the more the
Whatcom Art Guild name is recognized, the more the word spreads
Oil painting by Dixie Tamcke
about all our WAG events, our members and our great art.

Whatcom Art Market - November 2016 promotional script.
Are you thinking about Thanksgiving and the Holiday season? At the Whatcom Art Market, our artists create many fine
pieces for celebration of this special time of the year, for gifts and decoration. This month we feature four of our fine
glass artists. Come in and visit their art, and maybe enjoy a demonstration or discussion of their work. Each artist will be
featured for our open hours, Wednesday through Sunday, for each of four weeks during the month.
Jennifer Korn-Leech –
colorful glass decorative and houseware pieces – Wednesday November 2 -Sunday November 6.
Elva Thorndike –
delightful selection of mirrors, tabletop and Holiday glassware - Wednesday November 9 – Sunday November 13.
Elvy Schmoker –
finely etched glassware, glass bowls and vases and hand-made jewelry - Wednesday November 16-Sunday November 20.
Ruby Starr –
an eclectic selection of colorful, hand-formed glass decorative pieces – Wednesday November 23-Sunday November 27.
And of course take a look at our 40+ other artists as you start to think about unique local gifts for the upcoming Holiday
season!
1103 11th Avenue, Bellingham. Phone 360 738 8564. facebook.com/WhatcomArtMarket.
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October’s General Meeting

Watercolor Workshop in Southern France
A presentation was given by Celia Clarke and Karen Ver Burg about a Ron
Stocke watercolor workshop they attended in southern France in May. Their
home base was Montfaucon in Limoux, France. They talked about travel
planning, how they chose a workshop, instructor, location and tour company
that was right for them. Ron, their
instructor, gave demos and taught
them about watercolor painting,
keeping corners boring and using
light and shadows to create a “sweet
spot” that will draw the viewers eye.
Ron Stocke giving a demo

“Limoux, France”

painting by Ron Stocke

Karen attempting to paint
the poppies in the field.

Poppy fields on a sunny
and very windy day!
Celia painting in the delightful
village of Camon, France

Celia, Dave and Karen sketched in the
Limoux village square on market day.

Celia and Karen bought baguettes, cheese &
a pastry for lunch during market day.

Arriving in Collioure, France
after the workshop was over.

Ron giving Karen some helpful
hints for her vineyard painting.
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Venues

HOW TO SUBMIT TO WAG VENUES
and New WAG Venue Submission Policies

WAG has focused on increasing the number of venues
(exhibits held in organizations other than our own WAGsponsored shows) that we work with to show our members’
work, and we have been very successful. This year we have
offered nine venues to our members, and literally have our
work out in the world every month of the year.
WAG runs three different types of venues, which are open to
all members: open, curated, and juried shows.
 An open show is one where no selection process
is involved (other than any ‘whittling down’ due to
space limitations), and no images are needed for the
submittal process. (Village Books and BelleWood
Acres are good examples of this type of venue.)


Images are needed for a curated show; the venue
lead will choose among the submitted images to
select images that will “show” best together. Every
effort is made to include all images submitted, space
and time permitting. These are often ongoing shows
that last several months, usually with a monthly
turnover. (The Colophon Café is an example of this
type of venue.)



Lastly, a juried show is one where images are
submitted for a formal review by a team of jurors
(either internal or external), who then select a limited
number of images to show from the total number of
images submitted. These shows are usually onetime events. (The Jansen Art Center’s summer WAG
exhibit is an example of a juried process.)

We are thrilled with our increasing number of venues and
the opportunities for exposure that this gives our members!
However, organizing/running these many venues can be
challenging. The submittal/selection process has become
more complex. In addition, WAG now shows in more venues
than we have Venue Leads, so that our Leads have to take
on multiple venues and more work. Adding to an already
busy workload, our Venue Leads often have to struggle with
incomplete submittals and even “no-shows.” All of this has
led to longer hours on the phone and behind the computer,
and last-minute scrambles to fill empty spots on the walls
that we committed to fill.
To help the exhibition process run more smoothly, the
Board has voted to implement the following changes in the
procedure for submitting to our venues:
 Effective immediately, there will be a $10 fee per
venue, assessed to members submitting to display
their work. (This entry fee will be donated to WAG’s
Scholarship Fund.) This fee is good for 12 months.
For example, if you plan on showing in Village Books,
you will pay $10 to WAG with your first application;
that entry fee will qualify you to submit work for
Village Books, a monthly venue, for all of 2017.

Applications and prospectus information for a venue
will be provided when the “call to artists” is made.
Each Venue Lead will decide how best to implement
this process for his/her own venue.
Note: the Artist of the Month competition
will not be effected by this new policy. It will
remain free and open to members who bring
their work to the monthly General Meeting,
as always.
Also note: As with all juried or curated
shows, the entry fee is required to enter, but
does not guarantee acceptance. Jurors or
curators may not select your piece. At open
shows there may be space limitations that
prevent the exhibition of all pieces submitted,
or the venue run may end before all pieces
can be shown. However, the entry fee will
qualify you for resubmittals for that venue as
many times during the year as you care to
participate, and every effort will be made to
give first priority to any members who were
not able to exhibit in prior shows.
 To encourage volunteers to serve as a Venue Lead,
all Venue Leads will be exempt from the $10
venue fee for all venues for as long as they serve
as a Venue Lead.


Venue leads will begin sending out a formal
“Call for Artists” for each venue, and will have an
application form prepared for each venue that will
provide the venue’s schedule, hanging instructions,
commission information, wall tag requirements,
and a checkbox for whether or not an entry fee is
included. It will also list the information needed by
the Venue Lead to administer the show – usually,
contact name and info, WAG ID number, the title
of the work, finished size (including frame if any),
medium, and price.

Please see the chart of venues which follows. This chart will
be updated monthly and will help you plan ahead for those
shows you might want to start working towards, and will tell
you who to contact for more information.
Again, we are very happy about the increasing number of
venues we are able to offer our members. The opportunities
are out there; we seem to be limited only by the number of
members willing to help coordinate the exhibits. Please
consider volunteering; there is a lot of support, materials, and
guidance to make the onboard process painless, and some
really fun people to work with. And besides, you will get to
save that $10/venue entry fee!
Contact Lorraine, 206 499 4617, if you’d like more
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information. See you at the shows!

WAG VENUES FALL/WINTER 2016
Note: Some of these dates are preliminary. Calls for Artists will be released for these venues and they will contain finalized dates,
etc.

Venue Name

Open /

Next

Curated /

submittal

Next Hang-

deadline

ing

Juried

Schedule

Lead

WAG VENUES FALL/WINTER 2016

Contact info

Note:  Some of these dates are preliminary.  Calls for Artists will be released for these venues and they will
contain finalized dates, etc.

Venue Name
Artist of the Month

Open /

Next

Curated /

submittal

Juried
Open

Next Hang-

Schedule
Ongoing;

deadline
Each month-

ing
First of the

Colophon Café

monthly

ly WAG

month follow-

Banner Bank – Bellingham

turnover

meeting

ing the WAG

Open

Yearly for

Oct 2016

4-month run

Hair Art Studio

Contact info
360.752.0685
flaccoce@comcast.net

Christine Flacco

360.752.0685
flaccoce@comcast.net

meeting

Banner Bank – Fairhaven
Whatcom Art Market
BelleWood Acres

Lead
Christine Flacco

Open

First of Nov.
–end of Feb.

Jan 2017

Feb-Mar 2017

Joyce Norfolk
Lorraine Day

Oct 2016

Oct 14 2016

Jeanette Dushkin

Ongoing

Oct 1 2016

Lorraine Day

Oct 30

Dec 2016

Lori Hill

360.306.8114
Lorihill3@yahoo.com

Oct 15

Nov 2016

Lorraine Day

206 499 4617
mesmerie1@gmail.com

---

Oct 3 2016

Phyllis Howard

360.202.5054
artxpress@comast.net

every 2

Nov 18

Dec 1 2016

months
Yearly;

June 2017

July-Aug 2017

Lorraine Day

206 499 4617
mesmerie1@gmail.com

Irregular;
monthly

Affinity at Bellingham

Open

turnover
Quarterly for
one day

Village Books

Open

Ongoing;
monthly

Colophon Café

Curated

turnover
Irregular;
monthly

The Leopold

Curated

turnover
Ongoing;
monthly

Aloha Poke

Curated

turnover
Ongoing;
turnover

Jansen Art Center

Juried

360.389.7964
studiogals@aol.com

one 2-month

206 499 4617
mesmerie1@gmail.com

907.223.5374
thetravelincrafter@gmail.
com
206 499 4617
mesmerie1@gmail.com

exhibit
All venues are open to all members.
Open = no selection process
Curated = Venue lead will request .jpgs of work to be submitted, and will select pieces that will ‘show’ together well for each hanging
Juried = Venue lead will request .jpgs of work to be submitted, and a team of jurors will review and select the pieces to be exhibited
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It’s Time to Renew Your Membership
WHATCOM

Art

GUILD

2017 General Membership Form
¦ $35.00 Full year membership dues
     
phone   

  

        

cell

address
state

city
e-mail

_________ Business

zip

website___                 __

Age >16yrs?_____

your mediums?
your business name?
products/crafts you create?  

please select three committees where you would like to contribute this year.
¦ activities
¦ awards & judging
¦ finance
¦ historian
¦ library

¦ membership
¦ newsletter
¦ programs
¦ properties
¦ publicity/ marketing

Send completed form with check, payable to
WAG Membership, PO Box 3005, Bellingham, WA 98227

name

¦ scholarship
¦ shows
¦ special events
¦ st joe’s kids
¦ venues   
¦ website/graphic design

For New members:  your application will be reviewed by the Whatcom Art Guild Board before     
acceptance as a member.  Thank you.
Membership chair use only
     ck date       ________
     ck amt        ________
     ck num       ________
     card sent  ________
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