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WANTED:

WAG Officers
President: Michael White
Vice Presidents: Lori Hill, Phyllis
Howard, Elvy Schmoker
Secretary: Karen Angell,

The Whatcom Art Guild has grown to over 150 members with a few good men and women
leading the group. It’s time for others to step up and contribute to this wonderful
organization. Here are some important positions to be filled:

Treasurer: Christine Johnson
Membership: Pauline Petterssen

Art Market Committee Coordinator – Time to Volunteer!

Venues: Christine Flacco,
Margaret Gahard

The Whatcom Art Market Committee, made up of a group of Art Market member

Trustees: Linda Calkins, James
Weaver, Beth Roberson

volunteers, steers the activities of the Art Market.

Newsletter: Kay Dee Powell

The Art Market Committee Coordinator is drawn from the membership of the Art Market.

Web Liaison: Beth Roberson

The Coordinator has the responsibility for organizing regular meetings of the committee

Web Design: Michael White

(usually monthly), providing an agenda, distributing the monthly financial results (available
from the WAG Treasurer). The Coordinator is required to attend WAG Board meetings,
provide Art Market updates to the WAG membership at the monthly WAG meetings and

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

for the newsletter. The Coordinator is free to call upon any of the AM Committee to

WAG Position Descriptions
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Membership Renewal Form
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The Coordinator, along with the other members of the Committee, is responsible for

Artists of the Month
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ensuring the smooth operation of the Art Market. This includes establishing an annual

WAG Meeting Program
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budget and checking financial progress against the budget, ensuring adequate operating

Meeting Dates and Art Quotes 6

handle these duties if needed.

procedures and adherence to them by the AM membership, working with the WAG
Treasurer, managing relationships with suppliers to the Art Market, including the AM
landlord, responding to any operational issues which arise, establishing publicity and
promotions to attract customers to the AM, including having a working relationship
with the Fairhaven Merchants Association.

~ Pat Fisher

Scholarship Coordinator
This position offers the benefit of doing something great for students from WWU and WCC. The coordinator and the
committee organize a raffle at our spring show and a silent auction at out fall show to fund the scholarships we give yearly
to a student chosen by each school. These students are invited to the spring show to show their artwork and attend our
reception along with a school representative.
It is very inspiring to meet the students and hear about their dreams and goals, and see some outstanding artwork. You
will also be invited to events at the schools to honor the scholarship donors and have a fantastic meal. Read more about
the Scholarship Coordinator duties in the bylaws, or call Arlene Mortimer for more information for this rewarding
position.

Venues Chair
Best described this way...
Let's just take this weekend at the BelleWood Farms Venue: We had a artist reception with many WAG artists stopping
by with family and friends. Kay Dee Powell did a silk painting demo and Carol McMillian did a watercolor demo; both held
the interest of many visitors. We also had the music from the NorthWest Kids Jazz Quartet a great accompaniment to
our art. That is what this venue job is all about, first finding a venue, then putting it together like a party planner. All
venues are different, so it is very diverse. Some venues may be a month; others are a few months and also some are
ongoing. I found our members to be very helpful volunteering to hang, making labels for the art work, and doing
demos. The best part is making new friends in the art community. So step up and be a part of this great organization!
You won't be sorry. ~Christine Flacco Venue Chair

Mentors Anyone?
I think we at WAG realize that we have something special going on, particularly since we have over 150 members for
several years now. We realized a couple of years ago that with that many people and so many things to offer new members, that we needed to be able to help new folks get information and be able to ask questions. With that in mind, we
began our “Mentor Program.” Board members have been assigned as mentors to each individual new member so our
‘newbies’ would have a name, email address, and hopefully a phone number of someone who could help navigate the
‘what is that all about?’ and ‘who do we ask?’ and ‘can I participate?” questions that arise.
With that in mind, it has been noted that we should expand the program to anyone interested in being a mentor for new
members. The main thing is you need to know what to tell new members or who to direct them to for answers. If you
would enjoy working with new members and helping them figure out what is available to them through WAG, please
contact Phyllis Howard (artxpress@comcast.net).
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WAG Membership Reminder
YOUR SECOND REMINDER TO RENEW!!
DON’T FORGET – ALL MEETINGS IN 2015 ARE ON THE 4TH TUESDAY OF THE
MONTH!!
Here is your SECOND reminder for renewing your membership. Please mail this by Dec. 31st so we can get
the year off with a bang. PLEASE include the form. We need to make sure to keep our records undated and
this is the BEST way to do it. Please notice we are asking for your cell phone number this time. With so
many of us using them, it makes it a better way to reach each other, and will be used as your primary number if
you so designate.
Checks with completed forms to:
Whatcom Art Guild
Wag Membership
P.O. Box 3005
Bellingham, WA 98227

2015 Membership Renewal
$35.00 YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES OR $40.00 YEARLY MEMBERSHIP DUES + SALES WEBSITE

PARTICI-

PATION
NAME

CELL

PHONE

ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

ZIP

E - MAIL

WEBSITE

YOUR MEDIUMS ?
YOUR BUSINESS NAME ?
PRODUCTS / CRAFTS YOU CREATE ?
PLEASE SELECT THE COMMITTEE ( S ) WHERE YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE THIS YEAR .*
(*PLEASE NOTE: IF YOU DO NOT SELECT A COMMITTEE, YOU WILL BE ASSIGNED TO SHOWS.)

 ACTIVITIES
 ART MARKET
 AWARDS & JUDGING
 CORRESPONDENCE
 DIRECTORY
 FINANCE
 HOSPITALITY

 LIBRARY
 MEMBERSHIP
 NEWSLETTER
 PLEIN AIRE SKETCH OUTS
 PROGRAMS
 PROPERTIES
 PUBLICITY / MARKETING

 SCHOLARSHIP
 SHOWS
 SPECIAL EVENTS
 ST JOE ’S KIDS
 TELEPHONE
 VENUES  HISTORIAN
 WEBSITE / GRAPHIC DESIG N

3

Artists of the Month

A Quiet Afternoon
~Pauline Petterssen

Untitled
~Rosemary Woodyard
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A Note of Appreciation
On September 2014 I volunteered to help with the Sudden Valley jazz venue, in Bellingham.
As I approached the venue, I noticed a spacious barn where community events are held.
The air was wet: It had been raining. Not all art pieces had arrived, so we hung what was there. I left.
The following day I returned to pick up my art work. I was stunned. As I stepped out of my vehicle, the parking
lots were packed...”Wow!” I thought. Rich jazz music wafted toward me from inside. The barn’s interior walls
were full (all art work plus) with delicious art images. The guests were nibbling on appetizers; sipping wine; and
having a great time. Again I said, “Wow!” A spectacular event! Kudos to you Christine Flacco. Next year,
I plan to attend. ~Margaret Gahard

Carrelyn Banner, Presenter
Next WAG Meeting: Tuesday, January 27
INSPIRATION VIA ACRYLIC ADVENTURES
This will be a fun-filled hour with ideas and examples of how to fire up your imagination and creativity using acrylic
paints, mediums, gels and pastes. As artists we often get so caught up in the outcome that we don't allow our
selves to experiment and really cut free from all those boring rules of how it is supposed to be done. We need to
let our inner child come out and PLAY and see what happens. I hope you'll be able to join in the fun and maybe
learn something about the joy of being a kid again.
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Whatcom Art Guild
PO Box 3005
Bellingham, WA 98227
Art Market:

WAG MEETING
DATES
4th Tues.
Monthly
January 27
February 24
March 24
April 28
May 26
June 23
July 28
August 25
September 22
October 27
November 24
December-none

WAG Board
Meets:
Firehouse Café
in
Fairhaven: 7:00
2nd Monday
monthly

Art Quotes on Realism
Hyperrealism is both Breathtaking, and Boring. I want to see the Artist's hand in the
work of art. I want to see the essence and the spirit of the subject, and I want to see a
celebration of the Medium in the work of art. (Janet Badger)
The realist painter is always treading a tightrope between two worlds – the conscious mind
and its perception of reality. But are these really different worlds? And what exactly is
reality? (Gwenneth Barth)
Photo-realistic painting is to impressionism what a ballroom waltz is to Argentine tango.
Once you've done tango, the waltz seems stilted, controlled and oh so dull. Give me the
passion, the sexiness and the bravura of the tango, thank you very much. (Brenda Behr)
realism, n. The art of depicting nature as it is seen by toads. The charm suffusing a landscape
painted by a mole, or a story written by a measuring-worm. (Ambrose Bierce)
It is through realism that I try to call forth universal feelings... I look for subjects bathed
in and sculpted by light. (Linda Kooluris Dobbs)
Wonderful brushwork, contrasts between thin and thick areas of paint and between opacity
and transparency... are a huge part of the sensual delight of a painting, and viewers don't get
this from photo-realism. (Michael Epp)
Accurate drawing, accurate colour, is perhaps not the essential thing to aim at, because
the reflection of reality in a mirror, if it could be caught, colour and all, would not be a
picture at all, no more than a photograph. (Vincent van Gogh)
Representational painters: place your works in a larger context. Give your work not only breadth
but breath. Do not 'copy' what you see outwardly but give it 'spirit.' (Josh Goldberg)

Don't be concerned with the visual reproduction of nature; do not be a slave to your eye.
(George De Groat)
Art Education is as important for a realist artist as an Alphabet is to learn a language.
(Igor Babailov)
Realism is fragile truth. (Brian M. LaSaga
Capturing every leaf on every tree is a time-consuming and, some would say, thankless
task. (Anonymous)
MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!
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