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Letter from our President
WAG Officers

Short and Sweet~

President: Michael White
Vice Presidents: Lori Hill, Phyllis
Howard, Elvy Schmoker
Secretary: Karen Angell, Michelle
Angell
Treasurer: Christine Johnson

From time-to-time, there are events that we get to witness that truly make
you appreciate the generosity that others selflessly give to those in times of
need. I have been fortunate enough to be a benefactor of that generosity
last Fall. I have seen other members, faced with emergencies, have a

Membership: Pauline Petterssen

supporting hand from fellow members coming together in short notice.

Venues: Christine Flacco,
Margaret Garhard

It is wonderful to see this from a group such as ours.

Trustees: Linda Calkins, James
Weaver, Beth Roberson
Newsletter: Kay Dee Powell,
Lorraine Day

And Now For Something Completely Different…

Web Liaison: Beth Roberson

At the June General Meeting, the membership voted to approve the new

Web Design: Michael White

by-laws. Part of those changes involved some committee that are no
longer. By the time you read this, any member who was on one of the
committees who are no longer, has received an email indicating what their
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new committee would be and provided an opportunity to select another
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The effected old committees are: Correspondence, Directory, Distribution,

WAG Venues

6

Finance, Hospitality, Plein Aire Sketch-Outs, and Telephone. Some of the
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functions of these committees have been absorbed into other committees.

committee.

If you were on one of the other committees not listed, you are still on that
committee. At the July General Meeting, the finalized copy of the by-laws
and an updated version of the membership directory will be available.
Michael.

WHAT’S NEW AT THE ART MARKET?
July Update
The Art Market continues its successful way – we have seen a steady stream of customers so
far this summer, many from out of the area. We continue to hear great comments about the
quality and variety of what we have to offer. Our finances continue well – May and June were
both profitable months for us.
And here we are in the middle of summer! We have been participating in local happenings
(Summer Solstice, Girls Night Out) and look forward to continuing to be an active part of the
goings-on in Fairhaven.
Demos: Many thanks to members who have taken the opportunity to demonstrate their art in
the Market on Saturday and Sunday afternoons, under Phyllis Howard’s organization. Our customers really appreciate the opportunity to see ‘art in action’ and even buy items from the demonstrations. We still have openings! We will continue the demonstrations for the remainder of
summer. If you would like to dip your toe in the Art Market water, please call or email Phyllis
(phyjd@comcast.net) to find out what day would fit for you.
We welcome a new group of rotating artists to the Art Market in August – come down, bring you
friends and see what new art is on display, and just as importantly, what our permanent artists
have added in to their booths.
For the Art Market committee – Pat Fisher (pat.fisher@comcast.net)

Rotating Artists
August 1st we will be rolling out the carpet to welcome a new group of rotating artists:
Jerry Janeway
Christine Johnson
Kathy Wood

Susan Voidets
Nancy Grigsby

Tony Yazzolino
Janna Howell

It is always a pleasure to welcome new artists and see new work in the art market.
To us "oldies," make sure to show them the ropes and make them feel welcome!!
I hope you will enjoy your time, make some new friends, be inspired, and maybe
sell a piece or two.
Thanks for joining the art market,
Lori Hill
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WAG 2014 Fall Art and Crafts Show
Do we really want to think Fall anything while we’re all enjoying such a great summer?
Actually that’s the beauty of such a wonderful kick-back time – the mind wanders and creativity happens
– ideas for wonderful pieces to create for our annual Holiday show.
The WAG 2014 Fall Arts and Crafts Show will be held at Fox Hall, Hampton Inn, on Friday November 7
to Sunday November 9. It is the best place to take advantage of the start of Holiday shopping to show
and sell your art and crafts.
Last newsletter I said we would begin taking registrations and volunteer commitments at the July regular
WAG meeting (July 28). Elvy Schmoker, who will be handling registrations, has suggested we hold off on
registrations until later in August. The forms, etc will be included with the August newsletter and will be
available at the regular August meeting. However, at the July 28 meeting, we’ll still pass round the signup sheets for folks to put their names down to volunteer for show tasks. Think where you would like to
be a part – front desk, hanging art in the gallery, setting up the community area, setting up the fixtures,
distributing publicity, demonstrating your art or craft at the demonstration table – and much more.
For this show, we are having a competition for art to be featured on our publicity posters, postcards and
bookmarks. If you have a piece of art that you would like to enter for selection, please send a photo, as a
jpeg, to me at pat.fisher@comcast.net before July 31st. We have a number of pieces already submitted
and are looking for more, so don’t hesitate to send me your entries by the end of the month. During
August, our show publicity team will look at all the submissions and decide which ones to use and what
design for the finished product. Remember, we are looking for both 2D and 3D art. Our customers love
it all! Everyone has an opportunity to have their art chosen and featured.
And oh, by the way, if you put down ‘Shows’ as your committee of choice when you joined, please call
me or be prepared to be called! We need you to make this another great show.
Back to the reading, sunbathing, traveling, visiting – summer calls!
Pat Fisher.
pat.fisher@comcast.net
360 715 3360
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DOLLARS & SENSE
by Chris Johnson, Treasurer
This is the first of a quarterly series of help articles dealing with various accounting and financial
issues affecting the Art Guild/ Art Market and its participating members.
Since we are in the process of gearing up for the Fall Show in November, I’ll be going over how show
fees are determined:
The Whatcom Art Guild holds two shows per year, one in May and the second in November. The Guild
hosts these shows for its member-artists’ benefit; profit-making is not the primary reason for having
these shows. Profits made on these shows have historically been very modest and at times, the shows
have run at a loss.
The formula the board uses to determine if show fees need to be revised is that show registrations
should cover the cost of the venue. The Guild’s artist commission of 25% is used to cover the nonvenue overhead expenses such as judges’ fees, coffee/ snacks, advertising, flowers for the hospitality
tables and other operating expenses for the show.
The Art Guild also reviews the commission rate to determine if enough income will be generated to
cover the non-venue operating expenses. The Guild recently increased its commission rate from 20% to
25% to cover ever-rising operating costs. At this time, there is no intention to increase the current
commission rate.
However, at the July 14th Board Meeting, it was discussed and approved that the fees for show booth
rents, Formal Entries and Informal Entries need to be increased. These fees will be presented to the
membership at the July 28th general meeting. Members will be given the opportunity to express their
opinion and ask any questions they may have.
Email your topic suggestions to me at silvercloudcreations@comcast.net.
The next installment will be in October and will deal with front desk/ cashiering issues that arise at the
shows. The January issue will deal with taxes and income reporting of artists’ year-to-date sales.
Thank you.
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Milestone
Iva is celebrating her 100th birthday on August 6th.
This WAG member has enjoyed many changes in our group
since 1969 and has happily painted her way through them.
Come share a piece of cake with her and wish her a Happy Birthday!
Open House: Wednesday, August 6 from 5:00—7:00 p.m.
Squalicum Boathouse

Opportunity
Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship Harvest Festival
Artists are invited to apply for inclusion in the Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship Harvest Festival, October 25,
2014. This is designed to be a community event offering bulbs, pumpkins, food, apple cider, as well as arts
and crafts. Festival hours 10-4 pm, booth size 6'x4', booth fee $20 payable upon acceptance. The arts and
crafts entries will be juried. Applications are to be emailed "bufartfestival@gmail.com" and must be received
by October 10, 2014. Please send a

description of your work and up to four photos. All items must be hand

-made, no kits. For further questions about the application please contact

~Ginny Baker at 752-1550.

Buy, Sell, or Trade?
I have two pegboard rotating displays that I am trying to get rid of.
The pegboard panels are hinged and they fold into a square that fits
into a turntable tray. Another tray fits on top. ~ Janna Howell


If you have used grids or card racks for sale, please email me as
incoming artists are always looking for them.


kaydeepowell@yahoo.com
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WAG VENUES
SEPTEMBER JAZZ CONCERT AND ART VENUE

Where: Sudden Valley Dance Barn
When: Installation Friday Sept 26th, 4:00 pm
Jazz/Art show Saturday Sept 27th, 3:00 pm
Artist Reception 5:15 pm
WAG has been invited to hang our art at the Sudden Valley barn where the Miles Black Octet will be performing . This is
a Jazz series that benefits South Whatcom Library. We will have an artist reception immediately following the concert. There
is no charge for the artist reception; however, if you wish to attend the concert you may buy tickets at the door for $20. If
you haven't already signed up, please
meeting.

contact Venue Committee . There will also be sign up sheets at the next general

Penny Welch email sparj@msn.com or Christine Flacco flaccoce@comcast.net or call 752-0685

Raspberry Festival in 2015
Jansen Art Center in Lynden
WAG has been asked to exhibit NEXT YEAR during May, June and July at the Jansen Art Center. This is a wonderful opportunity for all WAG artists to participate in a prestigious venue. We will have two shows, back to back.


The first will be a FARM THEMED exhibit



The second will be RASPBERRY FESTIVAL THEMED.

Artwork can be anything related to the festival, ie street vendors, motorcycle poker run, races,
raspberries etc.

Bellwether Venue Open House
On July 11, the Whatcom Art Guild venue at the Bellwether Gate Buildings participated in the Downtown Bellingham
Artwalk. The buildings were open from 6pm to 8 pm and featured seventeen WAG artists in five galleries throughout the
three buildings. Art tours were given to acquaint visitors with the work. Refreshments from the Seabreeze Coffee House
were enjoyed on the beautiful evening at the harbor. Uptown Art co-hosted the event and offered a raffle for a free art
entertainment evening.
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Whatcom Art Guild
PO Box 3005
Bellingham, WA 98227
Art Market:
360-738-8564

WAG MEETING
DATES
August 25
September 22
October 27
November 24
December—None
Meetings are held at
the Bellingham Library
at 7:00 on the 4th
Monday unless noted.
Please mark your
calendars.
WAG Board Meets:
Firehouse Café in
Fairhaven: 7:00
2nd Monday monthly

Art Quotes on Talent
In your choices lies your talent. ~Stella Adler
There is no such thing as great talent without great willpower.
~Honore de Balzac
Talent is only a starting point... You've got to keep working that
talent. Someday I'll reach for it and it won't be there.
~Irving Berlin
The artist uses the talent he has, wishing he had more talent. The
talent uses the artist it has, wishing it had more artist.
~Robert Brault
Without underestimating the value of talent, it's not the most
important attribute you need to become a successful artist. It's not
even second. More important than talent is desire.
~Harley Brown
What I lack in talent I make up for in sheer guts, determination, and
perseverance. ~Kay Dee Powell
Don't be vain because you happen to have talent. You are not
responsible for that; it was not of your doing. What you do with your
talent is what matters. ~Pablo Casals
Everyone has a talent. What is rare is the courage to follow the talent
to the dark places where it leads. ~Erica Jong
My name is Marc, my emotional life is sensitive and my purse is
empty, but they say I have talent. ~Marc Chagall
Talent is so loaded a word, so full to the brim with meanings, that an
artist might be wise to forget about it altogether and just keep on
working. ~Eric Maisel
Time and again I have observed that those who have the desire to find
their unique form of artistic expression do so regardless of that
ephemeral quality known as talent. (Hilary Page)
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