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Art is Everywhere 
 
 

Recently, I had the opportunity to spend a little bit of time being a tourist on the east coast.   

It was a whirlwind trip where we spent pretty much every waking minute on the run. One of 

the biggest things that I noticed on our trip was the architectural differences between there  

and back home.  Many of the homes in the city were constructed of brick.  Homes in the  

countryside on some of the farms were made of wood and simple in design.  The construction 

of the buildings, though, is not what I am referring to.  I am more referring to the artistic 

adornments that are affixed to ridges, over doors and windows, and simply attached to the  

side of the building. 
 

You could spend a considerable amount of time in Washington D.C. just observing the buildings 

that are there from the outside.  The construction of their facades with their massive columns 

and their decorative carvings at their tops.  Following around the building you could often find 

some inscriptions chiseled into the stone that the buildings were constructed with. Those  

inscriptions were often bordered with more decorative artwork also chiseled into the stone.   
 

The monuments are, well, monumental.  Most of us have seen pictures of the Lincoln Memorial 

with Abe sitting on a chair peering out across the reflecting pond towards the Washington 

Monument.  What you don’t often see - or, perhaps, notice - is the artwork adorning the top of 

the Memorial.  What you rarely see is the inside of the Lincoln Memorial; other than Lincoln’s 

statue.  If you ever get a chance, I definitely recommend looking around the inside and walking 

around the building. 
 

Other buildings have a lot of artwork on their insides.  The Capital is full of artwork.  It was 

inspiring to be able to be in a building that is over 200 years old and be able to see architectural 

touches throughout.  The staircases, chandeliers, chambers, corridors, all spectacular.  The 

House Chamber where the President gives the State of the Union Address is a room within the 

Capital that many have seen broadcast on television.  It is not as big as it looks.  It does,  

however, have relief portraits of historical figures who established principles that underlie 

American law. 

 

The Rotunda is a spectacular sight.  There are large paintings along the walls near ground level 

and statues of notable figures in American history.  Looking up, you can follow a pictorial  

history of America around the base of the dome.  Looking farther up to the rotunda dome  

itself, you see the artwork of the inner dome itself.  Each of these different sections of that 

room had different artistic touches that brought them together.   
 

When we took our tour we started from Representative Suzan DelBene’s office and followed a 

corridor underground to the Capital.  Along this rather long walkway, along one wall was an art 

installation of artwork from children/youth from each State in the Union.  It was quite a sight to 

be able to see this long wall of artwork. 

     (continued on p. 2) 
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 WHAT’S NEW AT THE ART MARKET? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotating Artists  
Our next rotation for the art market will begin August 1st.  This is a great way to sell and display some of your art, and test the 

waters for the art market. 

 

The rotation is for 6 months, which takes us through the holiday season. There is only a small commitment on your part, with 

huge return on your time.  Your rent is $10 monthly, and WAM takes a 25% commission.  You would be responsible to work 

one shift per month.  It is fun to meet other artists and let people see your work. 

          ~Lori Hill      

            lorihill3@yahoo.com 

Online Scheduling 

Reminiscent of The Russians are Coming...The schedule is working!  The schedule is working!  YEA. 

 

Buy, Sell, or Trade 

Need mats with backboards and bags, wood frames, a white grid shelf, or acrylic bins?   

Contact Louise Magno for a sweet deal.  Email kaydeepowell@yahoo.com with your needs or castoffs.  

    

 
One of my favorite places of the trip - artistry wise - was the Library of Congress.  The outside of the building is adorned  

with lots of artistry with the adornments of poets, philosophers, and other great writers in relief above the windows.  The 

adornments of the lights at the tops of the steps were quite intricate.  The outside is quite a sight to see.  Once you get inside, 

however, you are presented with floor-to-ceiling artwork.  The mosaic on the floor.  The paintings of the different scenes in  

the archways in the ceiling.  The walls with their design and paintings throughout.  Quite a beautiful sight. 
 

Then, of course, there is the National Gallery of Art.  From the back side, I was rather unimpressed initially.  It was a rather 

plain building and you had to be relatively close to see that the engraving in the stone indicating what building it actually 

was.  Upon further reflection, however, I could see why this was like this.  For one thing, it was the back of the building.   

I thought, later, that it was meant to be a sort of a blank canvas whereas the building is not what is on display and it was  

meant to not detract from the artwork inside. 
 

Once you get inside, however, the artwork goes and goes and goes.  Walking through a gallery you are usually presented with  

a couple of choices as to where to go to get to the next gallery, where you are, again, presented with a couple of choices as to 

where to go.  This continues quite a bit.  Without a map, you could easily miss a lot or spend a lot of time back tracking.   

I though I was able to visit each of the galleries in one wing of the museum.  I was looking for some of the artwork of Picasso 

that was in that wing.  Had to ask one of the staff there where that gallery was.  Go figure.  It was the one gallery I missed in 

that wing.   
 

When I got back home, I noticed the stark difference between the buildings.  Back home, there was a familiarity.  There was 

also a moment where I found myself pausing to look around.  While what was viewed on the east coast was new and exciting  

I must remember that in my own back yard, there is a lot to see and appreciate.  We may not have the monumental buildings 

that are found in D.C., but we do have our own style of artwork in our surroundings.  Art really is everywhere. 
 

—Michael. 

 

Letter from the President (continued) 

mailto:lorihill3@yahoo.com


 3 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Many of WAG’s artists will be par-

ticipating in Skagit Artists Together 

Studio Tour July 19-20.  Download 

the map and brochure at:  http://

www.skagitartiststogether.com/wp-content/

uploads/2014/01/2014SATbrochweb.pdf  

http://www.skagitartiststogether.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/2014SATbrochweb.pdf
http://www.skagitartiststogether.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/2014SATbrochweb.pdf
http://www.skagitartiststogether.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/2014SATbrochweb.pdf
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We have a double art challenge this month! Lots of choices to get your creative juices flowing and    

give you some new ideas.  Bring your "Boats and Buoys" and "All That Jazz" artworks to the July general 

meeting. We will have lots of time at the meeting to look at the art, share your inspiration or ask for 

ideas from fellow artists.  The music-themed challenge will continue thru mid Sept. and be included in 

the WAG Jazz Festival venue in Sudden Valley.  Hope you enjoy the topics,  Here are two photos I 

took for inspiration.  Both are fine for sharing if you need a subject.     

          ~Beth Roberson  

ART CHALLENGE 

 

Hunter 

The Harbor 
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The Early Hours—1st Place 

~Judy Coffman 

Adventuress—2nd Place 

~James Williamson 

Cherries—3rd Place 

Dixie Tamke 

 

 

WATERCOLOR WINNERS: 

SPRING SHOW 
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Artists of the Month 

Water Lilies  4th Place 
~Maria Monks   

Lovely Red Tulips—1st Place 
~Jeannette Eiriksson  

Pops—2nd Place 
~Arlene Mortimer 

No Title—3rd Place 
~Helen Harris 
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Whatcom Art Guild's Bellwether Gate venue will be open for the Downtown Art Walk on July 11 from 6 

pm to 8 pm. We are co-hosting the opening with Uptown Art at 23 Bellwether Way. Up Town Art is a 

new gallery in town featuring the concept of entertainment, art and wine.                                                

 Come for a walk at the harbor and stop by to see the work of our featured artists: Arlene Morti-

mer, JoAnne Wyatt, Cherri Beard, Karen VerBurg, Criss Kramer, Beth Roberson, Sherry Shipley, Joyce 

Rogers, Tore Ofteness, Kay Dee Powell, Terry Brooks and Carol McMillan. 

 The venue is located next to Anthony's, Guiseppes and the SeaBreeze Coffeehouse. We would 

love to see you there for refreshments, entertainment and good art viewing. Uptown Art is sponsoring a 

raffle for a free entertainment art evening. You just may be the winner!   

 

WAG VENUES 

       

 

 

 

 

OPEN HOUSE AT THE BELLWETHER 

      

 

 

VENUE OPPORTUNITY 

 

Raspberry Festival in 2015  -  Start preparing NOW! 

Jansen Art Center in Lynden 

WAG has been asked to exhibit NEXT YEAR during May, June and July at the Jansen Art Center. This 

is a wonderful opportunity for all WAG artists to participate in a prestigious venue. We will have two 

shows, back to back. 

 The first will be a FARM THEMED exhibit 

 The second will be RASPBERRY FESTIVAL THEMED.  

Artwork can be anything related to the festival, ie street vendors, motorcycle poker run, races, rasp-

berries etc. If you want images for reference, be sure to go to Lynden's Raspberry festival 

THIS year: July 18-19 
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WAG 2014 Fall Art and Crafts Show 

 

 
Everyone had such a fun time at the Spring Show – kudos to Elvy Schmoker and her willing helpers for an  

outstanding time. It was wonderful to see so many of the Guild members and community supporters who make 

the Guild the success that it is. 

 

So while we’re all enjoying this lovely summer, it’s time to start thinking about the Fall Show. 

 

Our venue is Fox Hall, Hampton Inn, and the dates are set for Friday November 7 to Sunday November 9. This 

show is a favorite with members and customers alike as being a great place to find unique gifts for the Holiday 

season as well as a beautiful piece of art for themselves.  

 

We will begin taking registrations and volunteer commitments at the July regular WAG meeting (July 28).  

Registration forms etc will be included with the August newsletter for those who miss the meeting.  

 

This show, we are announcing a competition for art to be featured on our publicity posters, postcards and  

bookmarks. If you have a piece of art that you would like to enter for selection, please send a photo, as a jpeg, 

to me at pat.fisher@comcast.net before July 31st. During August, our show publicity team will look at all the 

submissions and decide which ones to use and what design for the finished product. The selection will include 

2D and 3D art, so everyone has an opportunity to have their art chosen and featured.  

 

Our objective is for our customers to see our posters, postcards and bookmarks and know they have to come to 

this show to find special gifts and pieces for themselves. 

 

Thanks to everyone for support of our shows, that’s why they are so much fun. And be ready to be a part of the 

Fall Show. 

 

Pat Fisher.  

pat.fisher@comcast.net 

 

 

mailto:pat.fisher@comcast.net
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Whatcom Art Guild 
PO Box 3005 

Bellingham, WA 98227 

Art Market:  

360-738-8564 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Quotes from Robert Genn (1936-2014) 

Art is a path on which we honour our world. 

 

Pushing yourself to extremes blows out the cobwebs of trusted habit. It shakes up what 

you know to be reliably safe and substitutes the miracle of insecurity. 

 
Contrary to popular belief, all evolving artists are in a full time battle with mediocrity. 

Abstraction generally involves implication, suggestion and mystery, rather than obvious 

description.  

 

As we grow older, we realize just how limiting were our earlier conceptions. Art is some-

thing else. Art is fluid, transmutable, open-ended, never complete, and never perfect.  

Art is an event.  

 
Start with the foreground. Compositions fail when the foreground is treated as an afterthought.  

 

Squeeze your paints like a millionaire. 

 

Creativity is dynamic, it asserts life, frees the human spirit, conquers mental lassitude 

and illness, and makes real the outrageous potential of the universal imagination. 

If it were easy, everyone would be doing it. 

 

Drawing is still the bottom line.  A drawing a day keeps the cobwebs away. 

 

Art, because it's so easy to do, and yet so difficult to do well, encourages humility in the 

human soul. 

 
Take your brush here and there like a bee in an alpine meadow. In other words, don't 

laboriously work on or try to finish off one particular part. Paint promiscuously. 

 
We have been mysteriously gifted this amazing life. Let us not complain.  

 

I suppose what you're doing as a painter is making a record of your trip through life. I 

can't think of any job that is quite as satisfactory as doing a painting. 

 

 

 
 

WAG MEETING 
DATES 

 
July 28 

August 25 

September 22 

October 27 

November 24 

December—None 

 
Meetings are held at 

the Bellingham Library 

at 7:00 on the 4th 

Monday unless noted.  

Please  mark your  

calendars.      

 

WAG Board Meets: 

Firehouse Café in  

Fairhaven:  7:00 

2nd Monday monthly 


