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Whatcom Art Guild’s 
 50th Anniversary 

 
Friday, May 16, 2014 

6:00 p.m. at the Hampton Inn’s Fox Hall 
 

Come celebrate the Guild’s support and promotion of  

local artists for 50 years.   

Enjoy the camaraderie of fellow artists, a little food, a little wine, 

and of course—art. 

The celebration also marks the opening of our Spring  

Art by the Airport show. 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 
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 WHAT OUR ARTISTS ARE DOING 

 

 

 
 

 

BAY STREET STUDIOS—GRAND OPENING 

Friday, May 2nd—5:00-9:00 

 

BAY STREET STUDIOS is located in the Bay Street Village Building across the hall from other WAG members’ studios. 

and its members are: 
  

Pat Fisher  Carrelyn Banner  Catherine Schellenberg  Vicki Grabicki 

Lorraine Day  Wendelyn Dunlap Jenny Chatterton   Heidi Wood 

  

And there is space for one more!  Paint and nails are still flying, but they will welcome parents and children alike during 

the Children’s Art Walk sponsored by Allied Arts.  Children’s art will be displayed, refreshments will be served, and 

you will have an opportunity to visit these amazing artists in their new studio. 

ART SHOWS ART SHOWS 

 

Pickle Barn 

Hwy. 20 in Mt. Vernon 

March 29—April 30 
 

Participating WAG Artists: 
 

  Sherry Shipley 

  Judy Coffman 

  Elvy and Dave Schmoker 

  Lyn Linder 

  Dixie Tamke 

  Jo Anne Wyatt 

  Penny Welch 

 

Tulip Valley Winery 

Memorial Hwy. Mt. Vernon 

Participating WAG Artists: 

Louise Magno 

Judy Sauer 

Dave and Elvy Schmoker 

Sheryl Attolini 

Karin Silvernale 

Darlene Klister 

Pat Fisher 

Phyllis Howard 

Jennifer Korn-Leech 

Lucinda VanValkenburg 

Heidi Vander Werff 

Mother’s Day Art Tour 

May 10-11  Blaine, WA 

Participating WAG Artists:  

Dakota Creek Winery: 
Robert Green 

Dave and Elvy Schmoker 

Jennifer Korn-Leach 

Jerry Janeway 

Judy Sauer 

Kay Dee Powell 

Kim Determan 

Lori Hill 

Penny Welch 

Sheryl Attolini 

 

Semiahmoo Resort: 
Deborah Haggman 

Sharon Swanson 

http://www.bhagllc.com/WordPress
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WAG’s Spring Show: May 16-18 
Calling all Artists  

We still have space for more "WAG Gallery" entries (formal / judged) at the show, and will be taking 

registrations at the April General meeting.  Sorry, all booth spaces are full.  

We've had wonderful responses from the membership getting very capable volunteers for many jobs 

related to the show.  Over 20 showed up for the planning meeting at Elvy's last week.  Many 

hands make light work.  We still need members to give volunteer for help at the show.  We will have 

the sign up sheet at the general meeting. 

WAG has purchased wonderful new signs and are asking for placement suggestions.   Our placement 

for the signs is still new for the Fox Hall location and with so many more signs, we welcome your 

input. If anyone is willing to suggest a location and ask permission if it's private property you would 

be our hero. Please send suggestions mailto:bearwoodcreations@gmail.com.  

   Our Thanks to all of you who have volunteered, too many to list.  Elvy 

 

 The forms are HERE (http://whatcomartmarket.org/WAG_2014_Spring_Show/) 

 

WAG Gallery / Community Booth $10 for both 

WAG Gallery:  Three pieces of recent original artwork (any piece larger than 40” in any  

direction will be counted as two pieces).  2 dimension art must be ready to hang. We will have 

shelving available for your 3 dimensional pieces. At the Spring Show, the WAG Gallery Art will 

be judged and ribbons awarded. There will also be a people’s choice award. 

Judged Categories: 1) Oils and Acrylics;  2) Watercolor;  3) Photography;  

4) 3-Dimensional;  5) All other medias. 

Community Booth: Up to 10 small items. These can be framed (no larger than 9x12), 3-D 

items, unlimited shrink-wrapped and/or cards.  Shrink wrap and Cards count as 1 item each. 

 

 

 

mailto:bearwoodcreations@gmail.com
http://whatcomartmarket.org/WAG_2014_Spring_Show/
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Featured Artist:  Lorraine Day 

 

 

For a few months now, I’ve been doing these artist profiles for our newsletter, and I’ve become really  

committed to them.  As a newer member, I was hungry for a way to match faces to names, and names to 

work – and what could be better than a profile each month to ‘introduce’ our members?  

  

Unfortunately, this month at the last minute (my fault for procrastinating) my chosen interviewee had a  

family matter that needed attention, and I lost my subject.  However, I have a Plan B:  me!  (I realize I can 

use this particular Plan B only once and I hate to cash it in so early in the game, but there you are.)  I’ll have 

no problem getting it done by deadline, because I know exactly what questions to ask. 

  

Born into a family of pragmatic realists, I was labeled “the creative one.” Believe me, this was not a compliment and was mainly said 

by way of apology (“never mind, she does the best she can; she’s the creative one”) and wasn’t even  particularly true, except maybe 

by comparison. I had the drive and the temperament, but not the direction or any evident talent.  It wasn’t until I found fine-art  

photography in 2002 that I realized I’d found my voice. 

  

Well, found my voice, maybe – but learning to sing is another thing.  Each medium has its limitations and challenges; photography’s  

is that it is so literal.  It’s true, I don’t have to learn to draw or understand perspective or even know how to mix color; on the other 

hand, a camera records everything, and I have to figure out how to make a very literal and particular photograph transcend its  

specificity and become something universal that has personal meaning for you.  If you’ve never tried it, you may not know:  this is 

really hard.  I fill up my bookshelves and waste an awful lot of time on the internet reading what other photographers have to say 

about it, and sometimes it helps but mainly I end up more confused than when I started.  

  

I am working with several different techniques to try to make my images one step removed from literal, using Photoshop, Corel 

Painter, and of course smartphone aps.  There is so much to explore, so much to learn!  Each technique seems to work well in 

some situations but horribly in others.  I have fallen in love with digital manipulation, with creating images that have a ‘painterly’ look 

– but I’m not entirely comfortable with it. I cut my teeth on Ansel Adams and Edward Weston – that “California school” of infinite 

depth of field and hyper detail – and often after I scramble pixels into a smoodge and then re-build the image stroke by  

expressionistic stroke, I wonder:  what am I thinking?  Maybe all I’m doing is making imitation paintings.  

  

But this debate is not new in photography’s history.  In its youth it was thought of as a documentary craft, but in the early 20th  

century Alfred Stieglitz and the photo-secessionists raised a great controversy by insisting that what was significant about a  

photograph was not what was in front of the camera but the manipulation of the image by the artist/photographer to achieve his or her 

subjective vision.  With each new evolution in photographic technique, the 

ways that photographers can ‘manipulate’ their images to express their  

vision expands.  

  

You can see this expansion played out in our own Art Market.  Look at 

James Weaver’s prize-winning ‘documentary’ photo of the black and white 

cat peering around the door at the camera, and Yulia Kazansky‘s  

abstractions of reflections on water, Zen-like in their simplicity.  Then look 

at the exquisite detail and wealth of visual information in Melissa Benedict’s 

“Misty Forest” or Louise Magno’s floral colorfields– and then at Michael 

White’s richly imagined, painterly “Sunflower I.”  Pixel-pushers all, each 

working to tell you something, to make you feel what they felt when they 

snapped the shutter.  But what different voices!  I’m in good company.  

  

Someone – if I could find my notes I could tell you who - said, “Art is the 

transfer of emotion.”  I’ll go with that: if I can make an image that moves 

you, I’ve done a good job.  

     ~Lorraine Day 

 

 

           Eleanor Crossing 
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We really are growing.  We now number 125, and in the last two and a half months, we have welcomed thirteen  

new artists to the Guild.   Please look for them and welcome them into our group. 

  

Judy Bishop of Bellingham works in photography and beading 

Ken Kraft  of Blaine produces photographic prints and cards 

Wayne Holverstott of Blaine is a photographer 

Diane Majors of Bellingham works in watercolor 

R. Amy Paxton of Bellingham creates by painting, photography, and decoupage  

Carole DeCola of Bellingham works in oil, pastel, charcoal and pencil  

Natascha de la Court of Custer is rejoining us.  She works in oils, acrylics, and knitted items  

Jerry Janeway of Blaine is a photographer  

Peggy Collins of Bellingham works in mixed media art  

Tony Yazzolino of Ferndale works in oils, acrylics and photography  

Nathan Allen of Bellingham works with metal, wood, bone, acrylic and sculptures  

Janna Howell of Bellingham, works with decoupage and mixed media  

Bill Skinner of Bellingham works in watercolor and acrylics 

 

    ~Pauline Petterssen, Membership Chair 

Whatcom Art Guild Membership 

Welcome to two new artists at the Art Market, Wayne Holverstatt, and Carol DeCola. They will be joining us  

the first of May.  We are excited and look forward to enjoying their art. 

 

If you are interested in being a part of the Art Market, either as a rotating artist or a permanent space, please  

contact Lori Hill at lorihill3@yahoo.com 

 

This is a great way to get your name and your art out in the public eye.  We can't sell or be appreciated if our art is  

hiding away in our closet.  So sign up and give it a try; I know you will be pleasantly surprised! 

         ~Lori Hill, Rotating Artists Chair 

 

For your inspiration, we have issued the the challenge of " Local Artscapes." These are artworks centered around places in the 

community. Please bring these as well as your entries for the Artist of the Month venues to this month's general meeting.  

 

The next challenge will be "Boats and Bouys-Ahoy!" Because of there being no meeting in May, this will be a 3-month challenge 

due at the July general meeting. This gives us all plenty of time to check out those fishing boats, rowboats, sailboats, tug boats, oil 

tankers,  abandoned boats, and ferries we have always wanted to try in our artwork. Happy creating!    

 

This Meeting:  Critique Groups 

Need some friendly advice on an almost finished work, opinions from fellow artists on how to improve something you are  

working on or ideas on your future projects? Bring a piece of your art to the general meeting. We will be talking about value and 

how we can apply it. We will be dividing up into small discussion sized groups to share ideas. 

 

Tips on the power of VALUE: 

 

1. Plan ahead. The old value sketch before you begin IS important! 

2. Know your center of focus. 

3. Build around the lightest light. 

4. Think of large areas of toned shapes instead of individual small objects. 

5. Splash in unexpected darks to pop out lights 

6. Know your light source. 

         ~Beth Roberson, Challenge Chair 

       

 

 

General Meeting News 
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Whatcom Art Guild 

PO Box 3005 

Bellingham, WA 98227 

Art Market:  

360-738-8564 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Quotes on Selling 

Most people could describe something they would like in their house, certain 

colors or a certain subject. But they usually buy a piece of art that speaks to 

them emotionally - a scene that reminds them of a special place, or a  

painting that just makes them happy. ~Nina Allen Freeman 

 

As an artist, you don't stop making art because people are not buying it. 

~Damien Hirst 

 

The meek may inherit the earth but a reserved personality rarely sells a 

painting. ~Jackie Knott 

 

People buy because they are sold--either by someone else or themselves. 

They buy because they want to enhance their lives. Because what they see 

reminds them of something. Because there's a story behind the art or the  

artist. Because they want to get rid of money - sometimes lots of it.    

~Roger Cummiskey 

 

I'm aiming for the emotional honesty of Van Gogh and the promotional skills 

of Coca-Cola! ~Dion Archibald 

 

Pressure to sell can stifle development, especially at the beginning of a  

career. But because there's a real possibility to sell work as an emerging  

artist, you have to confront issues, and understand how the art world works, 

in a way that emerging artists never had to before. ~Heather Darcy Bhandari 

 

We cannot judge our art because it does or does not sell. ~Abigail Brown 

 

If the art is not selling, there is always that moment when we close like a 

flower with no sunlight and fail to open until the light returns. ~Elle Fagan 

 

If nothing is selling, take that time to work and develop your style, produce a 

series of work that will be ready to sell when things loosen up. This is our 

breathing time... ~Gwen Fox 
 

There are more buyers for great art than there are great works of art being 

created, so concentrate on quality, and don't raise prices faster than the  

market can bear.  ~Clyde Aspevig 

 

 

 
 

WAG MEETING 
DATES 

 
April 28 

May—No meeting 

June 23 

July 28 

August 25 

September 22 

October 27 

November 24 

December—None 

 
Meetings are held at 

the Bellingham Library 

at 7:00 on the 4th 

Monday unless noted.  

Please  mark your  

calendars.      

 

WAG Board Meets: 

Firehouse Café in  

Fairhaven:  7:00 

2nd Monday monthly 

http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=3569
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=1105
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=6368
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=6354
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=2691
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=6613
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=6446
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=3808
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=6300
http://artquotes.robertgenn.com/auth_search.php?authid=6493
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Artists of the Month 

 
 

    Flamingos  

~Linda Calkins 1st 

 The Garden Keeper 
~Pam Pontius 3rd 

Abandoned 
~Wayne Holverstott 2nd 

 Night Owl 
~Kim Determan 4th 


