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There are times in our lives, where things just seem to consume every waking
hour. For most people this involves their daily jobs. Some of those jobs that people
have are very cyclical in nature. Accountants at tax time; hospitality industry - summer
vacations; retail industry - Christmas time. For others, in addition to their day jobs they
also do side gigs. Sometimes those projects from the side gigs consume large portions
of their free time. Then, on top of that, throw in some inclement weather during wintry
times of the year. I, myself, have been afflicted with this. Full-time day job, shortstaffed with members of my team, and quite a large project on the personal side has
kept me from doing the things that I really enjoy. No, taking on the extra duties and
doing things for the Whatcom Art Guild has not been the extra project that has been
consuming all my extra time. It is, however, something that I have not been able to
fully devote the amount of time I would like to in the last couple months. I really enjoy
being able to hone my photography skills and the digital paintings. That is what I have
been missing out on.
Shakespeare is credited with the phrase ‘stop and smell the roses’. Sometimes you
need to remember to do that. I need to remember to do that. Now that Spring is
quickly approaching, the buds have started appearing, Crocus are blooming, and
Roses will be there soon. Whether you put brush to canvas, pencil to paper, or any of
the other varied artistic skills you want to hone, remember to stop, take a look at what
is around you, and try to capture it. We live in a beautiful area and there are plenty of
opportunities for this. If we stop and smell the roses.
WAG Bylaws
In the last issue of the Newsletter, it was indicated that we would be bringing a draft of
the bylaws to the February meeting. As you know the February meeting was
cancelled. We have a jam-packed agenda for the March General Meeting. As a
result, we will be discussing and voting on the WAG Bylaws revisions at the April
meeting. If you would like to view the draft of the WAG Bylaws, you can find a copy of
them online at:
http://whatcomartmarket.org/WAG-BL-Revision.pdf
We will have a sign-up sheet at the March meeting for any members who need a
printed copy of the draft WAG Bylaws mailed to them.
March Meeting
The agenda for the March General Meeting is quite packed. We will be having a brief
business portion with a lot of important information about the Spring Show. We will be
having the Art Challenge that has been, unfortunately, cancelled in previous
months. And, we will be having a guest speaker! Sadly, though, I will not be there as I
will be on the East coast taking lots of photographs - stopping to smell the cherry
blossoms.
Michael
Michael S. White

mswhite88z@gmail.com

Whatcom Art Guild
PO Box 3005
Bellingham, WA 98227
Art Market:
360-738-8564

WAG MEETING
DATES
April 28
May—No meeting

Art Quotes on Harmony
To paint is not to copy the object slavishly, it is to grasp a harmony among many relationships.
~Paul Cezanne

June 23
July 28

In the anxiety to get beautiful colour harmony do not exhaust all combinations on one canvas.
~John F. Carlson

August 25
September 22
October 27
November 24
December—None

I've come to realize that where harmony is concerned, more can be achieved with less color.
~Scott L. Christensen
Painting is all about contrasts and transitions and the variations of those: thick/thin, soft/hard, light/
dark, red/green, blue/orange, texture/no texture, definition/vagueness, sharp transitions/soft blends,
positive/negative, etc. When they are successful - that is in harmony - everything flows. And the
opposite too; when they are out of sync, it is a struggle. ~Jack Dickerson

Meetings are held at
the Bellingham Library
at 7:00 on the 4th

A harmonious combination...enough abstraction that the image is sustained by the eye; enough
reality that it is sustained by reason and experience. ~Jean Helion

Monday unless noted.
Please mark your

To achieve vital harmony in a picture it must be constructed out of parts in themselves incomplete, brought into harmony only at the last stroke. ~Paul Klee

calendars.
WAG Board Meets:

Every canvas, even if non-representational, that depends upon harmonious relationships of the
three forces – color, volume and line – is a work of art.
~Fernand Leger

Firehouse Café in
Fairhaven: 7:00
2nd Monday monthly

CALL TO ARTISTS:
We are now compiling a list for the next rotating artists at the art market.
You will be offered a 2'x7' grid or half of a 3' table to display your art.
The next rotation will be for 6 months starting August, 2014.
There is a small fee and a commitment to work a few shifts.
Please contact Lori Hill for more info and to have your name added to the list.
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What our Artists are Doing
I received two Third-place ribbons and one
Honorable Mention for my images submitted
to last weekend's 2014 Cascade Bike Expo
Photography Contest. Last year I was a
Judge for the contest, but this year I really
wanted to enter my own images. I understand there were around 109 entries.
I also won 2nd place in the Macro category of
the American Dahlia Society 2014 photo
competition for my image "Split Personality,"
but they won't post until sometime this
month.
~Carol Sheppard

A Bicycle and a Barn

I Like Bikes

Congratulations to Judy Coffman whose watercolors have been selected
for the covers of upcoming county visitors’ guides. Judy comments:
"I Love Skagit" is a visitors’ guide, and they publish issues for both
Skagit and Island counties to be released later this month. They
contacted me last fall and after I enthusiastically agreed, they
selected their images from my web gallery at AlpenglowCreations.com
and then I sent them higher resolution copies for their printing needs.
They first chose "Skagit Spring" for the I Love
Skagit spring issue and "Reel Lady" for the I Love
Island County" issue and later asked for "Madrona
Morning" presumably for a fall issue. I had just
completed "Autumn Passage" when I was first
approached, and it was explained that their
preference would be for generally local
scenes and in a vertical format. So in an
effort to give them more options I came up
with "Madrona Morning."
It's been a surreal experience for me, and I
feel incredibly fortunate to have this
opportunity.
~Judy Coffman
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WAG’s Spring Show
SHOWTIME! It is that time of the year again. Our spring show is May 16, 17 and 18 at
Fox Hall. Registration begins now!
The forms are HERE (http://whatcomartmarket.org/WAG_2014_Spring_Show/)
We will be accepting registrations as you come in to the general meeting on 3/24. Bring your completed forms and payment to the meeting, we will be accepting them as you arrive. We have a full
show agenda so please come prepared. We will be there to answer questions as well as take your
registration.
There are three ways to display your great art at our WAG shows:
WAG Gallery / Community Booth $10 for both
WAG Gallery: Three pieces of recent original artwork (any piece larger than 40” in any
direction will be counted as two pieces). 2 dimension art must be ready to hang. We will have
shelving available for your 3 dimensional pieces. At the Spring Show, the WAG Gallery Art will
be judged and ribbons awarded. There will also be a people’s choice award.
Judged Categories: 1) Oils and Acrylics; 2) Watercolor; 3) Photography;
4) 3-Dimensional; 5) All other medias.
Community Booth: Up to 10 small items. These can be framed (no larger than 9x12), 3-D
items, unlimited shrink-wrapped and/or cards. Shrink wrap and Cards count as 1 item each.
Artist’s Booths $30 for 8'X8' space: You will need grids, extension cords & power strip; your
personal booth set-up including lights. Fox hall provides tables, chairs and a few table coverings. It is
strongly suggested you bring your own table coverings—black skirts that touch the floor and
neutral colors on top.

Show committee members have the right to make suggestions and/or

require changes to booth presentation for the uniformity of the show. REMEMBER, we only have
20 booth spaces available so don't dally.
~Elvy Schmoker
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Featured Artist: Sherri Greenleaf
Sherri Greenleaf has worked with pottery, lapidary, beading, and textiles, but she holds a special
fondness for beads and metals in jewelry and for wood. “I have always loved the look, smell, and
feel of wood”, she says, “and I usually bought a handmade bowl as a ‘souvenir’ when visiting new
areas or at art shows.” Then, in 2010 when she was staying at a resort and RV park in Casa Grande,
Arizona, she had a chance to try it herself. The resort offered a wood-turning class, and she signed
up. She’s been breathing sawdust ever since.
Sherri and her husband returned to Arizona for the next few winters, and each year she went back to
the woodshop. But two years ago, they stopped traveling and settled in Mt. Vernon, and she had to
quit wood turning for a little more than a year since she didn’t have an established shop to use.
“Oh, I missed turning terribly during that break. It helped when I joined the Northwest Corner
Woodworkers and the Northwest Washington Woodturners clubs.” Finally they bought their current house, primarily
because it already had a very well built shop that the previous owner had built for his own woodworking, and now Sherri
works from her home.
“I like to have my radio on and can hear it between turning and vacuum system sounds. I work at different times in the
shop, but usually I work during the afternoon after the shop is heated and I feel like I can have some uninterrupted time. I
turn in the evenings if I really want to finish some particular pieces or am getting ready for a show. I love the feeling when
all the equipment is working well and I can turn with no thoughts other than, what is this piece of wood all about?”
If she starts with a pre-sanded and rounded block of wood, it can take from 20 minutes to several hours to make a piece,
depending on the quality of the wood, the condition of her tools, and the complexity of the piece. However, most wood she
uses now is from logs or rough-cut lumber. “The quickest pieces for me to turn are bottle shoppers, which take about 20
minutes, then ikebanas, which I have turned and finished in about an hour. Bowls, lidded boxes, vases, etc. take me from
an hour to several days.”
Every artist has to learn how to work with the limitations of her chosen medium and the properties of her tools, and wood
comes with its own rules. “Wood is beautifully imperfect – but that does create some challenges. As an example, I
acquired some beautiful aged local wood, primarily big leaf maple. It had a great deal of spalted wood, which means a
variety of densities and properties.” Many of Sherri’s pieces have inset crushed material or layers of different woods, and
assembling these pieces can be tricky. “I love the effect and usefulness of segmented rings and laminated woods;
however, it is very time-consuming to properly prepare the wood and make perfect glue connections which are crucial to
the success of the finished product. If you don’t, joints don’t hold, spaces appear, and pieces go flying. I had a
multi-layered bowl, with segmented rings that I was most proud of— and it exploded during my application of the finish.
Several bowls have split at glue joints while I was trying for that ultimate thin finish, or when the tool caught on a roughed
or cracked area of the wood. Fortunately, that is happening less and less.” And then, tools must be purchased and
maintained. “I bought most of my equipment used and that has often caused some very discouraging and expensive
upgrades and repairs.”
She suggests that anyone interested in learning about wood turning and wood working join a local
wood turning group, such as the Northwest Washington Wood Association. Being a member of a
club provides excellent opportunities for education, experience and networking. “I also think that
collaborating with other artists is exciting and good for everyone. I have shared spaces with other
artists at shows, and so far they have been working in other mediums than wood. I look forward to
collaborating on pieces with a few of my wood turning friends in the near future.”
Sherri’s turned bowls and plates, as well as her jewelry, can be seen at the Whatcom Art Market in
Fairhaven or on her website: www.greenleafcreations.net.
~Artist Profile by Lorraine Day
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Scholarship Report
From Arlene Mortimer:
Anita and I attended the annual scholarship program and lunch at WWU Viking Union on
Feb. 26. on behalf of WAG to recognize the scholarship donors. It was a beautiful lunch and although
we did not have our student, Amber Hanson with us because she was working, we did meet another art
scholarship student at our table who was very interesting and excited to be able to further her
education because of scholarships. This event always reminds us that we as WAG members are
providing a very worthwhile contribution to our community and students who really appreciate every
bit of assistance to help with their education goals. We should be very proud that we sponsor such a
worthy program. We are gearing up for more fundraising at our spring show raffle. All members get a
chance to give support.
*******

Here is a letter from WAG’s scholarship recipient Amber Hanson:

Dear Whatcom Art Guild doners,
I would like to send out an immense amount of gratitude to you all for assisting me in furthering
my education with the Whatcom Art Guild scholarship. It is no secret that college can be a costly
endeavor, so every penny received is appreciated and has helped me successfully reach my goals here at
Western. I can proudly say that accompanied by your help I am graduating this quarter with my
Bachelor’s degree in studio art and I cannot wait for what the future holds. Thus far, I plan on applying
to teach abroad in Japan and then moving to Seattle to look for possible gallery apprenticeships. I am
sorry that I could not attend the scholarship lunch and thank you all in person, but please know that my
good spirits are with you and I cannot be more thankful for this opportunity.
Sincerely,
Amber Hanson

Art Challenge/Artist of the Month News
Art challenge plans foiled again!! Because of the snow and the cancellation of the Feb. general meeting, our
plan for a critique of the "fish" art challenge and the artist of the month work had to be canceled. This month
since a speaker is scheduled, we will not have time to do in-depth critiques. However please bring your fish
challenges in for the March meeting, and we will have informal sharing as time permits. It is always
wonderful to view and share our creative and amazing members’ work.
The new challenge for the months of March and April will be "Local Artscapes." Our sketchers
group has been meeting weekly this winter in many local areas . What's in your local area? It could be
landscapes, street scenes, parks, people, or buildings downtown or out in the county. You might want to
join the sketchers on Friday mornings or come up with an idea in your own "backyard." Bring your work in
for the April general meeting. Hope you all have fun with this idea.
~Beth Roberson
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Art Market News
Happy anniversary to the Whatcom Art Market!
March 10th marks our fourth year in the Fairhaven location. We started out with 25 vendor artists. Over the four years we have
continued to make changes so more of our WAG members can take advantage of the show space and now we accommodate
25 permanent artists and 25 rotating artists. And we’re always looking for new ideas to make a visit to the outlet a fun and
inspiring trip for our customers.
And talking of inspiring, did you know that during the four years, our WAG membership has gone from approximately 80 to
over 150 in 2013? Many of our new members have joined us after visiting the Art Market, finding out about us and deciding
they wanted to belong to our dynamic and well-known group. And did you know that our annual sales have almost trebled in
that time? Kudos to everyone who brought in their wonderful art, great ideas and worked so hard.
It’s beginning to feel a lot like Spring! And we can tell at the Art Market, as our number of visitors starts to recover from our
snowy February. For the fifty WAG artists in the market right now, this is good news, so everyone is busy sprucing up their
booths and for some, moving out the winter inventory.
We recently held our quarterly update meeting. Our agenda was to review the financial results of our new increased cost
arrangement with our landlord. Bottom line, in the first six months, our financial structure works well, and leaves us each
month, overall, ahead of the game. Like most businesses, some months are good, others not so, but on average, the new
income and expense structure is working successfully to plan. We also reviewed the 2014 contracts for our vendor artists and
asked all attendees sign their contract. For those who missed the meeting, blank contracts are at the Art Market. Please pick
up, review, sign and leave for Pat Fisher or Lori Hill. If you have questions, don’t hesitate to contact us for answers. In your
signature space we ask which committee you would like to work on – please fill in! We are always in need of volunteer help.
All contracts need to be signed by the end of March. Copies of signed contracts will be returned to you in your monthly check
envelope. Thirdly, we reviewed upcoming promotional plans and talked about different ideas for both promotions and
publicity. If you have ideas and missed the meeting, please contact Lorraine Day (mesmerie1@gmail.com) to share.
A new opportunity is coming up – a Saturday demonstration space, for any member of WAG – you do not have to be an Art
Market member to participate. More information will be coming in the next month on how to sign up. Come and be part of the
success!
And for those of you in Skagit Valley Tulip Festival shows, we have postcards and rack cards advertising the Art Market and
the Guild available at the Art Market. So please pick some up and include in your show space!
Pat Fisher (on behalf of Art Market Committee).
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