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Facebook has become ubiquitous throughout most of our lives. We see the little blue
square with the white ‘f’ in the middle. You see it in advertisements. Sometimes you
see it at the entrance to restaurants. Businesses can use this as a vehicle for
communicating with the public.
As announced at the January General Meeting, Whatcom Art Guild has a new
Facebook page. You can find it at https://www.facebook.com/WhatcomArtGuild .
Many of you have already started to follow the page - thank you! I am working on
getting into a routine schedule of posting updates to the page. If you haven’t already
started following the page, I welcome you to do so.
Speak up!
At the WAG Board Meeting earlier this week, I asked for feedback from the business
portion of the January General Meeting. While I was speaking at the meeting, I was
not being loud enough and talking too fast. I know I have this habit of speaking a bit
quickly. Someone who mentioned to me previously that I talk too fast got quite the
chuckle when someone else mentioned it.
Hopefully, with the assistance of others in the audience, I will be able to speak with
sufficient volume that you will be able to hear me and with the appropriate pace that
you will be able to understand what I am saying.
By-laws
There has been quite a bit of work that a small group of members have been involved
in to re-write the by-laws of WAG. Some of the work has been to identify the roles of
our three Vice Presidents and to indicate the reporting structure of the Standing
Committees and Coordinators (previously sub-committee chairs). A few of the positions have been proposed to be eliminated and a new one has been added. Some of
the language was no longer applicable to WAG such as NW Washington Fair and the
Ferndale Library.
We are not quite ready to present the changes to the entire membership. Expect the
final draft to be shared in the next couple weeks. An announcement that the by-laws
are to be amended will be made at the next General Meeting. Voting on the amendments will be made at the March General Meeting.
Feedback
I welcome any feedback you have about Whatcom Art Guild. If you have any thoughts
on how the future of WAG, please email me at mswhite88z+WAG@gmail.com.
Michael.

Whatcom Art Guild
PO Box 3005
Bellingham, WA 98227
Art Market:
360-738-8564

WAG MEETING
DATES
February 24
March 24
April 28
May—No meeting

Art Quotes on Love
The things that we love tell us what we are. ~St. Thomas Aquinas
After a thousand watercolors you will find you have fallen in love with
paper and paint. ~Rex Brandt

June 23
July 28
August 25
September 22
October 27
November 24

In our life there is a single color, as on an artist's palette, which provides the meaning of life and art. It is the color of love. ~Marc Chagall
Doing what you love is the cornerstone of having abundance in your
life. ~Dr. Wayne Dyer

December—None

Love art. Of all lies, it is the least untrue. ~Gustave Flaubert

Meetings are held at

The more I think about it, the more I realize there is nothing more artistic than to love others. ~Vincent van Gogh

the Bellingham Library
at 7:00 on the 4th
Monday unless noted.
Please mark your
calendars.
WAG Board Meets:

The difference between my husband, the painter Richard Schmid, and
myself is that he loves what he paints and I paint what I love.
~Nancy Guzik
Renoir had not only a great interest in human character, in human feeling, but had also a great love for the people he painted. ~Robert Henri

Firehouse Café in
Fairhaven: 7:00
2nd Monday monthly

NOTICE:
Final date for paying WAG dues is Feb. 28.
Don’t be a non-member!
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What our Artists are Doing
EVERYONE interested in art is invited to share
their unwanted art supplies for this event. It will be a
chance to have some fun looking for supplies
that will be priced low. Some extra GREAT DEALS
will be found by all!
ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO "MEALS ON
WHEELS" through MOUNT VERNON SENIOR
CENTER.
Already collected are watercolor books, easels, paint
( unused!), paper and other items. All mediums are welcome. If you have art supplies to donate we
will be setting up at 11:30 that morning (Wed. Feb. 19).
Any questions: Call: Linda Ougland 360 595 2609 or email: Lindao@wavecable.com
or Kathy Dennis 360 540 1352 or email: Jardinfemme@comcast.net
Bring your art friends and your $$$$ in case you find some cool items to buy! Prices will be low! Our
event committee will price your donations unless you want to join the fun and help with set up that
Wednesday.
ALSO...we will have a few tables available if you would like to join us for our usual "Painted Ladies"
afternoon painting time. MUSIC! REFRESHMENTS! AND even a LIVE UKULELE SHOW will be
entertaining us throughout the afternoon. And don't forget your chance to own a beautiful Plein Air Kit
as seen above....compiled by Kathy D and Linda O!!
The event will be held in the LARGE "Dance" room at the Mt. Vernon Senior Center. That building is
on the corner of Hazel and Cleveland in downtown Mount Vernon.

975 H. St. Blaine March 14-16

Mother’s Day Art Tour: May 10-11

Kim Determan and Kay Dee Powell will be in the Wings Over Water Birding Festival in March.
Kim, Kay Dee, and Dave and Elvy Schmoker will be at Dakota Creek Winery in the Mother’s Day
Art Tour sponsored by Blaine Harbor Art Gallery May 10-11. Both events will be full of art,
entertaining, and lots of fun.
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Art Market News
VALENTINE’S WEEKEND SPECIAL
The Art Market is offering a special deal for your special Valentine. Come in and
save 10% on any particular item you choose. That’s right—you might purchase
several pieces of art and save money on the most expensive item. SWEET!

MARCH IS OUR 4TH ANNIVERSARY
Whatcom Art Market is celebrating its 4th anniversary during the month of March—and Whatcom
Art Guild began in 1964...50 years ago! So we’re asking for your suggestions for the best way to
celebrate both anniversaries. Please submit ideas to any of the board members. Let’s make both
anniversaries special. We welcome your input!
NEW ROTATING ARTISTS:
Welcome to our new rotating artists at the art market. They are wonderful additions to our group.
Come by and see some of their work!
Mellisa Benedict…..photography
Laurel Piper……….acrylic
Carol Chaplin…… acrylic
Robert Green……..wood
Judith Bishop……....jewelry
NEW BOOTHS
If you haven’t been in lately, you’re missing out! Karin Silvernale, Elvy Schmoker, and Lori
Hill have been busy reorganizing booths to their fullest advantage. Carol Sheppard and Vicki
Grabicki have new permanent booths. Great to have them.
ART MARKET QUARTERLY MEETING
WAM participants have been invited to a quarterly meeting February 23 from 3:00—6:00 at the
community room of the condo complex at 1203 Northwood Circle, Bellingham. Carpool if you
can, due to limited parking. Bring a plate of finger food and your own beverage and come prepared
to participate, play, and plan!
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Featured Artist: Lori Hill
Because of the nature of her husband’s work, Lori has travelled all around the world – and her involvement in the art
world can be tracked by the many places she has lived. She first took a serious interest in art in 1990 while living in the
Netherlands. The Netherlands has a rich tradition of fine art, and she began buying classic works of art during her time
there – landscapes and still lives in the style of the old masters. She and her husband moved to Houston, where her
interest in art continued and where she owned her own interior design business. When they moved to Paris, her love of
art was cemented.
“In Paris,” Lori said, “I was determined to take full advantage of what was there. I took every tour, visited all the
museums over and over section by section.” She studied and took tours that focused on various artists. Her favorite was
Picasso. “His wife Josephine had an exhibit of her private collection of his work – I was fascinated. Fascinated by his
technique, of course, but even more so by his vision. What was he thinking, and feeling as he painted? He was a manic
painter – he had so much to say, so much to get out. “ Discovering modern art
at the Pompidou Gallery opened her eyes to a completely new way to think
about art, the more she saw, the more she was intrigued by the minds of artists
that could envision and create such work.
That’s when she started thinking about painting herself. She bought a set of oils
and jumped in. “It was a disaster,” she laughs now. After several
attempts, she put the paints away.
In 2006 Lori and her husband moved to Baku, the capital city of Azerbaijan and
the largest city on the Caspian Sea. There she met a New Zealand artist, Janice
Clifton Wykes, whose work she admired. Inspired and encouraged, Lori
persuaded her to give lessons, and Lori painted in class with Janice one day a
week, working from photographs, for four years.
While living in Baku Lori became acquainted with local artists who spoke no
English, but whose expressive paintings spoke volumes. Their free style and unique images contrasted with the rigorous
realism that Lori had been working on in her classes with Janice, and Lori was excited by what she was seeing. “They
were very free painters. They had been through the Soviet occupation painting dark, haunting work. I admired their
looseness and their creative expression, and began hanging out with them, painting with them in their studio. It was a
fabulous experience.” She painted with them for a couple of years. “The overlap was great: Janice for technique, the guys
for expression.”
In 2010 her husband’s work in the oil industry took them back to Houston, where Lori continued to paint. Two years
ago, in 2012, they moved to Bellingham – and Lori’s painting began to take off. “I paint every day,” she says, “hours and
hours every single day. “ Lori paints in her studio at home, the Red Door Art Studio, and also in the space she shares with
four other artists in downtown Bellingham, called Studio 5. Her work can be seen at the Whatcom Art Market in
Fairhaven, Jansen Art Center, Floralescents in Ferndale, and Vision Plus in Ballard.
Words for beginning artists? “Don’t throw away your early work. Keep it! In years to come, when you hit a slump and
feel discouraged, take a look at your early work and you will be amazed at how much you have developed.”
~Profile by Lorraine Day
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WAG’S NEW OFFICERS

Lori Hill—Vice President, Christine Johnson—Treasurer, Elvy Schmoker,—Vice President,
Michael White,—President, Karen Angell—Secretary, Phyllis Howard—Vice President,
Pauline Petterssen—Treasurer
Get to know each of these tireless volunteers and thank them for the fine work they do!

Art Challenge/Artist of the Month News
For the program at the general meeting this month, we will break into small groups
and discuss the use of value in the artwork members bring in. We hope to get LOTS of
Art Challenge (undersea and fish theme) and Artist of the Month pieces to take a look at.
(Please bring back pieces from the last few months that we were unable to discuss because of
time limits) Sharing ideas and getting a chance to see what others are working on is a great
way to learn from each other and appreciate each other's work.
If anyone has ideas for the theme of the March—April art challenge please email Beth
Roberson with your suggestions. Some of the challenges we have had in the past include:
trucks, fall, Northwest themes, ski to sea, cats and dogs, classic cars, cowboys, faces, hot air
balloons, and the great chicken challenge.

~Beth Roberson
6

Artists of the Month
All in the Family
These ostriches have been a great source of
entertainment for me. I start out painting their
eyes and where they end up and what personality
they take on is a surprise each and every time.
~Lori Hill 1st Place

Stormy and Shadow (digital capture, digital print)
These two rescued miniature horses are living at a horse rescue and
rehabilitation sanctuary in Maple Valley, Washington. They have
escaped from their shared paddock and are running free in the trees.
~Lorraine Day 2nd Place

Look into My Soul
The eyes are what I really focus on
when I photograph animals.
~Carol Sheppard
4th Place

Old Cape Lighthouse
Painted from personal reference photograph using both brushes and a palette knife, I
took some artistic liberty to adjust the scene a bit and paint what my artist’s eye
wanted to see. ~Sandra Sisson 3rd Place
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