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F

ifty years ago this year, there were many things that first appeared such as the Ford

Mustang, the GI Joe character, and the Beatles’ first appearance on the Ed Sullivan Show.
There were also some well-known people born that year such as First Lady Michelle Obama,
actor Nicolas Cage, Amazon founder Jeff Bezos. Closer to our own back yard, 1964 was the
year the Whatcom County Historical Society was originally incorporated. Joe Martin Field –
formally known as Civic Field – was built in Bellingham. Old Main on the Western campus

Trustees: Linda Calkins, James
Weaver, Beth Roberson

was nearly destroyed in a fire accidentally started by armadillos.

Newsletter: Kay Dee Powell

During 2014, we will be bringing forward a number of different things to celebrate the 50 th

Web Liaison: Beth Roberson

anniversary of WAG. All the details of what will happen have not been ironed out yet. You’ll

1964 was also the year that the Whatcom Art Guild was founded!

be hearing more in upcoming issues of the newsletter as well as during our general meetings.
Stay tuned.
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I am honored to be able to be a part of the Whatcom Art Guild as we continue to support the
visual arts in Whatcom County. As someone who is relatively new to the Guild, I will have lots
of questions. I will be looking to the WAG membership to get feedback on directions to take
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the Guild, to get a better idea of what to do at meetings, what to include the newsletter, and
more. I will be working on some different surveys and will be announcing them as they are
ready.
Another way you can provide me with feedback about the Whatcom Art Guild is via the email
address mswhite88z+wag@gmail.com. If you have something you want to share with me,
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please do. I welcome your input. Most of the membership has been a part of the Guild far
longer than me. I look forward to the opportunity to learn more about the Guild and sharing in
its history with you.
In closing, I would like to thank all the Board and Committee members who have put in so
much work throughout the years for WAG. It is amazing when any organization is able to survive for 50-years. It is even more amazing when it is all done through the volunteer efforts of
those who have a passion for the art community.
Michael.

Whatcom Art Guild
PO Box 3005
Bellingham, WA 98227
Art Market:
360-738-8564

WAG MEETING
DATES

Art Quotes on Color

January 27
February 24
March 24

Colors speak all languages.

April 28
May—No meeting
June 23
July 28
August 25
September 22
October 27
November 24

~Joseph Addison

Color is all. When color is right, form is right. Color is everything, color is vibration like music;
everything is vibration.
~Marc Chagall
Who told you that one paints with colors?
One makes use of colors, but one paints with emotions.
~Jean-Baptiste-Simeon Chardin
A color is as strong as the impression it creates. ~Ivan Albright

December—None

Painting is a mosaic of colors weaved into a seamless whole.

Meetings are held at

There is a logic of colors, and it is with this alone, and not with the logic of the brain,
that the painter should conform.

the Bellingham Library

~Paul Cezanne

at 7:00 on the 4th
Monday unless noted.
Please mark your
calendars.

~Igor Babailov

Purplish brown? Let's agree it
is a color so bad we all flee it
it has no good use
so let's name it Puce
from the sound we make when we see it.
~Darby Bannard

WAG Board Meets:
Firehouse Café in
Fairhaven: 7:00
2nd Monday monthly

Have you paid your dues yet, WAG
“members”? Please write your check today!
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Programs & Challenges
Jennifer Bowman has generously agreed to come back to the Whatcom Art Guild for another
presentation at its next general meeting on Monday, January 27 th at 8 pm in the Bellingham Public Library
general meeting room. She will give a PowerPoint presentation and discuss two topics of particular
interest to members:
1. How to assemble and present a Professional Booth
2. How to turn your hobby into a business
Jennifer is an amazing artist and entertaining speaker and we are happy to have her back.
The public is welcome to join us for this lively and informative presentation.

Last weekend Jennifer held a 2-day acrylic
worshop at TriDee Art Store in Mt Vernon,
WA. WAG members attending: Beth
Roberson, Ann Davidson, Celia Clarke, Kim
Determan, Kay Dee Powell, Lyn Linder,
past-member Dee Doyle, and Kathy Wood.
The class focused on wet-on-wet acrylics, a
new technique us.

In order to allow enough time for presentations and the artist challenge, it was agreed that these would be alternated every other
month, so next month’s general meeting on February 24 will focus on the artist challenge on the subject of fish. Beth Roberson
will be introducing a new format which includes artist critiques and artistic journey. Members are encouraged to meet this
challenge and bring creative works for all to view, and if you have suggestions for further art challenges, please tell Beth!
March 24, WAG patron, Lee Everett of Alexander Glass Studio and
Green Frog Glass Store will give a program on the history of glass and
various aspects of glass artistry (stain glass, fusing, etching, restoration
and sandblasting). She will be just returning from a one week workshop
in Chicago of the Glass Art Society. She is currently teaching Beginning
Fusing in her studio credited by WWU. Beth Roberson and Kathy
Wood will joining the class on Monday, February 3rd to discuss the
techniques of layering and glazing in landscapes.
~Program Chair Kathy Wood with Beth Roberson
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Art Market News
Happy 2014
The New Year has brought with it some changes at the Art Market. We have had a
season with some great sales. All of our customers seem to be

successful holiday

impressed with the quality of our art

and the flavor of our art market. We have added some outdoor spot lights which have helped to invite people
to stroll down our dark alley. Our new signs designed by Karen VerBurg have made us much more visible and
attracted loads of new customers. We also have some new music which I hope you are enjoying.
There has been some movement in our permanent artists’ booths, and although it is sad to see artists leave it is
also exciting to have new artists fill the spaces. Karin Silvernale is
managing the permanent artists so please contact her if you’re interested in a space.
Our rotating artists will be changing out Feb 1st. We have extended the rotation to six months now, so everyone
will have either the summer months, or the holiday months to sell. Please contact Lori Hill if you would like to
be on the wait list for the next rotation.
2013 was a busy year for us. We transitioned from our small management team of Lynne Edwards, Carrelyn
Banner and Joilynn Littleton to a larger committee, comprising Lori Hill, Elvy Schmoker, Kay Dee Powell, Arlene
Mortimer, Karin Silvernale, Chris Johnson, Carrelyn Banner and Pat Fisher. Interesting that we now need a
much larger group to share the work, and indicative of the enormous load that Lynne, Carrelyn and Joilynn
were carrying between them. Thank you to them for bringing us so far!
Our second major step was re-structuring our finances to cope with the new payments required by our landlord.
This occurred in late August, and we can report that the balance of the year was very successful financially.
The new rents and commission structure, plus our continuing gradual increase in sales, has enabled us to pay
our dues, cover our expenses and have a small amount left over at the end of the month. Thanks to all our Art
Market vendor artists for working to make it happen.
With 2014 started, the committee is meeting to organize our next all-artists meeting, lay out a promotional plan
and finalize the new Art Market contract for this year. Current plan is for the all-artists meeting to be in late
February, likely Sunday February 23rd, at a location and time to be announced soon.
(continued on next page)
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“Making money is art and working is art and good business is the best art.”
~Andy Warhol

Art Market News Continued
Our next two big promotions will be a Sweetheart Sale, Thursday February 13th to Sunday February
16th, and our Grand Fourth Anniversary promotion in March. For the Sweetheart Sale, we will be
offering a 10% discount on one item, plus setting up for music and goodies over the weekend for our
customers. To clarify, the 10% discount is absorbed by the Art Market as promotional costs, and is not
passed on to the selling artist. March will be the fourth anniversary of the Art Market, and we are
looking at a month-long celebration and are open to any ideas for events, etc to attract both old and
new customers to the market.
The new Art Market contract will be finalized by the end of January and all artists will be required to
sign for 2014. As a reminder, membership at the Art Market requires being in good standing with WAG,
so please make sure you are fully paid up with your WAG membership dues for the year!
The committee is hard at work, keeping a watchful eye on our budget, and our operations. We have
managed to balance both, but please make sure your rent is paid up to date. With the changes a
couple of months ago your paid up rent is crucial.
Interesting fact, the Art Market has 25 permanent booths and capacity for 25 rotating artists every six
months – with an overall WAG membership of about 150, this means that 50% of our members can
benefit from showing and selling at the Art Market in any year!
Did you know that some of the art market profits help to support WAG? If you have not been into the art
market for a while, make sure you stop in, and bring in your friends and family.
2014 is the Whatcom Art Guild’s 50 year anniversary!!!! Let’s make it our best year yet!!!
~Lori Hill and Pat Fisher.

If you would like to submit an article about your work or an event in which you are
involved, please submit text and photos to kaydeepowell@yahoo.com by the 10th
of the month.

~Kay Dee Powell
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WAG’s Committee Leaders


Membership—Pauline Petterssen



Publicity—Pat Fisher



Awards and Judging—Catherine Schellenberg



Show Chairs—Pat Fisher and Elvy Schmoker



Venues—Christine Flacco, Bridie Rollins, Margaret Garhard, Penny Welch



Scholarship—Arlene Mortimer



Library—Linda Oglund

Please recognize these



Correspondence—Rosemary Woodyard

fine volunteers and



Directory—Judy Coffman and Lorraine Day

thank them for



Programs—Kathy Wood

all they do!



Properties—Mike Mrozkiewicz and James Weaver



Flea Market—Catherine Schellenberg



Art Challenge—Beth Roberson



Artist of the Month—Maria Monks



Newsletter and Scheduling—Kay Dee Powell

Meet the Artist
Carol Sheppard has formed a new Meetup based Photography Club in Bellingham, under the name Bellingham
DSLR Photographers. All skill levels are welcome; however, the group will focus on users of DSLR cameras. Each month
there will be at least one field outing and one program or presentation. Those interested may sign up through the meetup site. The first activity will be a Potluck Meet-and-Greet/Planning event on Sunday, January 19, in Bellingham,
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. To RSVP, go to http://www.meetup.com/Bellingham-DSLR-Photographers/events/159871122/.
Carol Sheppard's photography and wire-sculpted jewelry will be part of an Exhibit in March at Western Washington
University's annual Art Show for the artwork of WWU staff and faculty.
The 20th Annual Employee Art Show will be held from March 10-14 and 17-21, in the Viking Union, Room 565.
Sheppard received 5 Best-in-Class for her entries in the Eastside Camera Club's annual Scavenger Hunt last month, in
addition to 4 Noteworthy (the equivalent of 2nd Place). Carol's work may be seen at CarolSheppardPhotogrphy.com.
Carol has just moved from rotating artist to a full booth at the Whatcom Artists' Guilds Art Market. Her work includes
nature and special event photography, with a variety of prints and greeting cards available for sale. She has also included
some wire-sculpted jewelry. Prior to moving to the Pacific Northwest, Carol taught Beginning and Intermediate courses in
wire-sculpted jewelry and fused-glass jewelry for North Georgia College and State University.
Stop by to see her work sometime!
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